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7th Grade Novel Study:  The Watsons Go to Birmingham 
(Christopher Paul Curtis)   

Celebrating Community: Learning About Ourselves and Others 

Day 2, (Chapter 1) 

 

Chapter 1 “And You Wonder Why We Get Called the Weird Watsons” (pp. 1-8)  
 

Opening Routine (O.R.) Sentence Punctuation (Compound Sentences)  

1. Write sentences (incorrectly) on the board or transparency.  

 (Incorrect) All you could see were her eyes and they were shooting bad 

looks at Dad.  

 (Incorrect) Dad tried too but he couldn’t look at Byron without laughing and 

shaking.  

2. Have students punctuate the sentences, using the appropriate punctuation rule: 

join two main clauses with a comma plus a coordinating conjunction. 

3. Use answer key to check corrections with students.  

 (Correct) All you could see were her eyes, and they were shooting bad looks 

at Dad.  

 (Correct) Dad tried too, but he couldn’t look at Byron without laughing and 

shaking.  

4. Reinforce this rule as you notice other examples throughout the novel.  
 

Vocabulary Enrichment  

1. Create a literate environment by posting critical vocabulary words related to the 

text and/or theme as students move through the text.   

2. It is important to preteach the key vocabulary that highlights the reading concept.   

3. For today’s vocabulary activity, students will use the P.A.V.E. Procedure:  

P.A.V.E. Procedure (Predict, Associate, Verify, and Evaluate)  

 The P.A.V.E. Procedure encourages students to:  

 Predict a meaning from the context,  

 Associate the word’s meaning with an image or symbol,   

 Verify it by consulting a dictionary, and  

 Evaluate the prediction.    

4.  It provides an idea of the word’s meaning so that students read the dictionary 

entry with some expectation of the appropriate meaning.  This appeals to 

nontraditional learners who often have difficulty with learning vocabulary.  

 

Example: Sentence from Context 

Fire ants also need moisture, and if fire ants and roaches find it in the same 

place, the fire ants will happily munch a lunch of palmetto bug eggs, served up 

several hundred at a time in an egg case.  
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 Predict a meaning from the context,  

 to eat 

 Associate the word’s meaning with an image or symbol 

  

Word munch 

One Good Sentence 

        I munch breakfast every morning.  

 Verify it by consulting a dictionary 

to eat with a chewing motion 

 Evaluate the prediction 

 Another Good Sentence. 

        I like to munch an apple for breakfast every morning.  

 

5. Display transparency of P.A.V.E Procedure.  

 Go over example with students.  

 Give each student a P.A.V.E. Procedure worksheet.  

 Allow students approximately 5 minutes to complete it.  

 Check responses by discussing with students.  

 

Teacher Directed Instruction Before Reading Activities:   

Getting Students Ready to Read 

Building Prior Knowledge:  

1. Concept Map (Concept Map is a way of showing relationships 

among main ideas and more specific details. It is useful as a 

Before, During, and After reading strategy.)  

2. Write the era 1960s on the board or transparency.  

3. Have students brainstorm all they know or think they know 

about this time.  

4. Accept all answers and write them on board or transparency,  

5. branching out from, 1960s.  

6. Note – Consider details from the sample provided to guide students’ discussion.  

 

During Reading: Experiencing the Text 

Benchmark Focus: L.A.7.1.7.3- Determine main idea or essential message 

Teacher Read Aloud  
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1. Distribute Reading Guide worksheets. 

2.  Read paragraphs 1-3 on p. 1.   Stop.  

3. Read and Draw. Instruct students to use the worksheet to draw a picture of 

        what they visualized as you read these paragraphs.  (The pictures need not be of  

           all that was read, just the visual that stood out the most.)  

4. Allow students 1-2 minutes to share their drawings.  

5. Continue reading from p.1 through p. 5. (Stop at “…warm lumpy heads!”)  

6. Read and Predict. Instruct students to use the worksheet to predict what will  

        happen next. They should use the information read to them to make these  

           predictions.   

7. Allow students 1-2 minutes to share their predictions.  

8. Continue reading from p. 5 through p. 7.  (Stop after paragraph 2.)   

9. Read and Question. Instruct students to write a question using one of the   

        question stems from their worksheet.  

  
 

After Reading:  Understanding the Text 

Benchmark Focus: L.A.7.2.1.2- Character and plot development 

Story Plan (Story Plans are a concise way of summarizing the plot of a story.  They 

generally contain major characters, setting:  time and place, the problem, goal of major 

characters, main events and resolution.)  

 

1. Have students work with a partner to complete the worksheet, approximately 15-

20 minutes.  

2. Use the Answer Key to check responses and generate discussion.   

 

Differentiated Small Group Instruction  

Center 1 – Teacher Center – Data-driven instructional intervention  

Center 2 – Independent Reading center  

Center 3 – Technology Center  
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Scavenger Hunt  

1. Distribute Scavenger Hunt worksheets to students.  

2. Have students research information to complete the worksheet.    

3. Each student should work alone for approximately 2-3 minutes, then 

Pair/Share  with a classmate.    

4. After students have shared their responses, use the Answer Key as 

a guide for discussion.   
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P.A.V.E. Example  
Sentence from Context  

Fire ants also need moisture, and if fire ants and roaches find it in the same place, the 

fire ants will happily munch a lunch of palmetto bug eggs, served up several hundred at 

a time in an egg case.  

Word association or symbol     munch  

 

Predicted Definition 

 to eat  

 

One Good Sentence  

I munch breakfast every morning.  

 

Verified Definition  

to eat with a chewing motion  

 

Another Good Sentence  

I like to munch an apple for breakfast every morning.  

 

 Display transparency of P.A.V.E Procedure.  

 . Go over example with students.  

 . Give each student a P.A.V.E. Procedure worksheet.  

 . Allow students approximately 5 minutes to complete it.  

 . Check responses by discussing with students.  
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Sample Concept Map  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 

 

Division of Language Arts/Reading         IR-EN Novel Unit – Watsons –Day 2                Revised June 2011 

 

Reading Guide  

Read and Draw  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Read and Predict  

 

Read and Question  
Question Stems  

 
Who is…?         

Why is _____ significant?         

Why does ______ happen?         

How are _____ and _____ similar?        

How are _____ and _____ different?  
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The Civil Rights Movement 

Directions:  

Read each question and circle the correct answer to find out how much you know about the Civil Rights Movement.  

 

1. Whose arrest led to the Montgomery Bus Boycott of 1955 and 1956?  

 
Martin Luther King          Rosa Parks          Jim Crow 

 

2. Which U.S. Supreme Court decision established that school segregation is 

unconstitutional?  

 
United States v. Americans Segregated Schools 
Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka 
Reno v. Civil Liberties Union 

 

3.  Who was the first African American student to attend the University of  Mississippi?  

 
Booker T. Washington          Jesse Jackson          James Meredith 

 

4.  Who was assassinated on April 4, 1968?  

 
John F. Kennedy         Martin Luther King           Robert F. Kennedy  

 

5. When did the most intense period of civil rights activities occur?  

1930s and 1940s          1950s and 1960s          1970s and 1980s  


