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9th Grade Novel Study:  Touching Spirit Bear 
(Ben Mikaelsen)   

Celebrating Community: Learning About Ourselves and Others  

Day 14 (Chapter 21 & 22)  

 

Opening Routine:  

The teacher will:  

1.  Display transparency of the Totem pole.  

2.  Read aloud article on the significance of a totem.  

 

Vocabulary Enrichment: Classifying Words The Word Jars activity will be embedded in 

the After Reading portion of the lesson.  

 

Teacher Directed Instruction 

Before Reading Activities: Getting Students Ready to Read 

The teacher will:  

1. Discuss with students the fact that Garvey and Edwin have provided a “healing” 

routine for Cole.   

2. Elicit a list of these routines from the class and record them on a blank 

transparency. (soaked in the pond, carried the ancestor rock, worked on 

improving his physical living conditions, collecting to prepare for the harsh 

weather, do the ritual dances,  and fishing to have fresh food for meals )  

3. Direct students to make an oral prediction about whether or not Cole will stick to 

the plan. Has he changed enough to carry out the plan?  What changes might he 

make?  

During Reading: Experiencing the Text  

1. Teacher will read aloud Chapter 21 (pages 177 to 184).  

2. Discuss with students how Cole is handling the routine thus far.  What are the 

changes if any?  

3. Students Jump-In Read Chapter 22 (pages 185 to 188).  

4. Readdress the questions again with the class. (Be sure to discuss his attempts to 

become invisible.)  

 

After Reading: Understanding the Text  

Word Jars is an activity where students return to the text to skim and find words and 

phrases that are significant to plot concepts.  The students also have the opportunity to 

see the spectrum of the Vocabulary Benchmark in context.  

 

1. The teacher will divide the students into 6 groups.   

2. Assign each group a category of words: Multiple meaning words --Vivid Verbs -- 

http://www.amazon.com/Ben-Mikaelsen/e/B000APOCPE/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1304105122&sr=1-1
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Figurative Language (similes, metaphors, personification) -- Construction words -- 

Totem words -- Being Invisible words  

3. Pass out a large sheet of chart paper to each group with a colored marker.  

4. Direct students to scan Chapters 21 and 22 to locate the appropriate words from 

the text to list on their chart paper.  

5. Have students present their chart to the rest of the class and give rationales if 

necessary.  

6. Note that some words may be in more than one category. Have students make the 

following Chart in their RJLAs and record all the words in the appropriate boxes.   

7. Note; Teacher will display blank Word Jars transparency.  

 

Multiple Meaning  Vivid Verbs  Figurative Language  

prove mad spend stump 

bow spotted blow butt 

toyed groove tell sharp  

puzzled slapping 

exploded mauled hiked 

spotted  

chilled to the bone shore came alive 

slept like the dead thoughts moved 

high above the tree caught only one 

fleeting glimpse voice turned hard  

Construction words  Totem words  Spirit Bear  

handsaw log nails 

driftwood scraps 

hatchet cutting splitting 

plywood tarp cover 

staking hacked whittling 

wood shavings  

Animals symbols Trees 

story Search past 

Dance tribes Claws 

Tlingit carve  

 

 

Differentiated Small Group Instruction  
Center 1 – Teacher Center – Data-driven instructional intervention 

Center 2 – Independent Reading Center – Students read Chapter 23 independently. 

Center 3 – Technology Center  

 

Home Learning - Quick Write: Direct students to respond to the following prompt in 

their RJLAs: Whom do you think Cole is forgiving at the end of Chapter 23 and for 

what?  
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Article on the Significance of Totem Pole  
A totem pole is a public record of the lives and history of the people. Tlingit life is based on 

the rich natural resources of Southeast Alaska, on respect for all living things and on a 

unique and complex social structures. Totem poles reflect these ways, making public record 

of the lives and history of the people who had them carved. They represent pride in clans 

and ancestors and mark the success and renown of their clans or families.   

How to look at Totem Poles The human figure at the top is the Village Watchman. The 

legendary watchmen on totem poles warned people of approaching danger or reported a thief 

in their midst. The raven in human form is a transformation figure. A strong straight beak 

distinguishes Raven. The base figure is a bear, distinguished by a protruding tongue and 

large claw feet.   

Types of Totem Poles  

Memorial poles commemorate individuals. Raven is portrayed on this Haida memorial 

column. (raven on top of pole by itself). Mortuary pole columns are hollowed to 

accommodate the cremated remains of the deceased.  Legend poles illustrate folklore or 

real like experience is an example of one that tells a story. At the top are two salmon, 

symbol of the Coho Salmon clan, a subdivision of the Tlingit Raven moiety. At the base of 

the pole is the octopus with its tentacles extending up to Sleeping Man and the Coho people.  

History poles record the history of a clan. The Tlingit pole carved in 1999 and erected at the 

Fort Site pays tribute to the Kiks.adi leader K'alyaan who courageously led his people in 

battle to defend their homeland against attacking Russians. Crest poles portray the ancestry 

of a family. This Haida crest pole portrays the emblems of the Yaadaas clan. It is from the 

house of Dzeillu in the former Haida village of Kasaan.  

Formlines  

Northwest Coast Indian art is usually based on the formline which scholar Bill Holm describes 

as "a curving, swelling, and diminishing the that establishes the principal shapes and design 

units within a piece of art. It is this formline that makes two dimensional art forms seem to 

take on a third dimension. Its proportions run from thick to thin and travel in a curvilinear 

pattern to connect and outline the 3 principal elements found in the art: the ovoid, "U" and "S" 

shapes. With the use of formlines, abstract images of natural or supernatural creatures can 

be constructed on flat surfaces. The ovoid is the most characteristic single design unit in 

formline art. The ovoid is convex on its upper side and at its ends. The lower side is usually 

concave, but with less curvature than the upper side to retain a greater width in the center. 

The ovoid is used as eyes, joints, and various space fillers. U forms result when both ends of 

a formline turn in the same direction and each tapers to a pooin at their juncture with another 

formline. They can be long, thin and feather-like or a wide, solid form. Often the space left 

between primary and secondary formlines takes an "S" shape. Or a nearly rectangular form. 

With one pair of diagonal corners rounded and the other pair pointed. In flat painting, it is 

outlined in red or black. In relief carvings, it is recessed and, if painted, is blue-green.  

Color is added to enhance the carved art. Black is used to accent areas such as eye pupils, 

eyelid lines, eyebrows and lashes, as well as in primary formlines. Red is used on lips, 

nostrils and sometimes on bodies, and as a secondary formline element in two-dimensional 

areas. Blue-green is used in eye sockets and in two-dimensional design areas.   
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Word Jars Chart  

Multiple Meaning  Vivid Verbs  Figurative Language  

   

Construction words  Totem words  Spirit Bear  

   

 


