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Division of Language Arts/Reading          IR-EN Novel Unit – Flipped – Day 13                 Revised June 2011 

 

6th Grade Novel Study:  Flipped (Wendelin Van Draanen)  

Celebrating Community: Learning About Ourselves and Others  
Day 13 (Chapter 11): Interview #3 due today.  

 

Opening Routine:  Read aloud nonfiction article “Food & Celebration”  

1. The teacher will ask the students the following questions:  

 What is the genre of the Read Aloud piece?  (Nonfiction)  

 What is the author’s purpose in writing this article? (to explain the importance of 

food in family celebration).  

2. Have you heard any vocabulary you want to talk about? (economics, unconscious, 

environment, adorns).  
FOOD AND CELEBRATION  

Author: Penny K. Bassett  

  

We eat food because we need it to live; it is what gives us the nutrients that we need for our bodies to grow. 

Another reason we eat food is because of psychological reasons. If we are happy, we eat; if we are sad, we eat; 

boredom, depression, and loneliness are other reasons that we eat. We also use food for social needs, playing 

an important part in how we celebrate. When we have friends or family over we usually have some form of 

food to offer them, whether it be a light snack or a full meal.  

Many of us like certain foods because we have been raised eating those foods. In many cases, whatever our 

parents eat or like to eat is what we eventually enjoy eating also. The region where we live as well as 

economics determines much of our food selection. If we lived in China we would eat a lot of rice because it is 

what is grown there. If we lived in a dairy community, milk products would be a large part of our diet.   

Food is also a part of our many celebrations, and is used and selected for many of the same reasons as 

mentioned earlier. However, the way that food is used in celebrations varies from home to home, state to state, 

and country to country. The celebrations that we have and the ways that we celebrate them are affected by our 

culture, and there are many different cultures around the world. For us to understand why different foods are 

used in different celebrations we need to understand a little about culture and how it could affect the foods we 

use.  

1. Culture is a learned experience; we learn it from our families and the people around us. It is the same 

with food. The food that we use for celebrations in our own homes as children are more than likely to become 

a part of the foods we use to celebrate with as adults.  

2.  Culture involves change; the foods that we use to celebrate with may change as we change. Our tastes as 

well as our celebrations may not even be the same. Every culture resists change; even though some of the 

foods we use may change, many will stay the same because of what we learned as children.  

3.  We are unconscious of our culture. We may use the foods that we do because it is just so much a part of 

our lives.  

 

Along with our culture and the other reasons talked about before, the idea that gathering around a table, 

uniting as friends and family is an important aspect of food and celebrations. When we celebrate it is usually 

with people we love and trust, or are trying to get to know. Food is a powerful element that can bring together 

many different people. Food is a large part of all holidays and celebrations, not just the major ones we hear 

about often, but also small everyday family celebrations. Food and celebrations unite people in the same 

family, giving them a common bond. Celebrations of all sorts, and the food that adorns them brings people 

from all over the world closer together around one table.  
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Vocabulary Enrichment 

Benchmark Focus: Synonyms and Antonyms 

 

1. Relationships among Word Meanings Linear charts show students the relationships 

among word meanings and help them expand their vocabularies. The charts can help 

all students, including LEP, see the relationships among words more concretely.  

2. Discuss with students the meanings of repulsive and gorgeous.  

3. Remind them there are many words that have almost the same meanings but show 

varying connotations. When a specific word is used correctly, it gives the reader 

better insight into a particular situation.  
repulsive               gorgeous 

4. Teacher directs students to read the words on the table below and discuss how the 

words are related in meaning and where the new words fit on the word array.  

5. Model the sample below on the overhead.  
repulsive               revolting               gorgeous 

 

6. The discussion surrounding the placement of a new word is as important as the final 

decision.  

7. Some words are so close in meaning that they might be aligned in the same way.  

8. Example of a completed word array.  
repulsive   revolting   disgusting   ghastly   horrible  cute   beautiful   attractive   striking   gorgeous   

9. Teacher directs students to put their completed word array in their RJLAs.  

 

horrible  cute  

ghastly  beautiful  

disgusting  attractive  

revolting  striking  

repulsive  gorgeous  
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Teacher Directed Instruction Whole Group Instruction 

Before Reading Activities:  Getting Students Ready to Read 

The purpose of the following activity is to preview the relationships among  

the characters in the novel. 

The teacher will  

1. Ask for five volunteers to role play characters.  

2. Distribute directions to volunteers explaining their roles  

3. (Note to teacher: See role play direction cards which follow).  

4. Give volunteers a few minutes to prepare.  

5. Guide students through the presentation of their role play.  

6. Discuss with students the role play scenarios they presented in relationship to 

what they predict will happen at the end of this chapter.  

7. Ask students to write their predictions in their RJLAs.  
 

During Reading: Experiencing the Text Choral Reading 

For this activity, the novel is read aloud by groups of student readers, all the students in 

one group reading their assigned part of the story simultaneously.  

The teacher will  

1. Divide the text into sets of pages and assign the reading of each set of 1-3 pages 

to specific groups of readers.  

2. Assign groups the following sets of pages to read aloud while the rest of the 

students read along silently:   

 pages 145-first paragraph at top of 147,  

 pages 147 through first paragraph of 149,  

 pages 149 through first paragraph top of 151,  

 pages 151-152,  

 pages 153-154,  

 pages 155-156,  

 pages 157-158 

3. Amend these sets as required by the number of groups of students you form or as 

required by other classroom needs.   

 

After Reading:  Understanding the Text  

Benchmark Focus: Plot Development/Character Development  

Baker and Loski Families Comparison/Contrast through Reader’s Theater –  

Fluency Practice    

 Use text from paragraph seven on page 146 through the fourth paragraph on page 

166 (the dinner) as material for student scripts.   

 Reader’s Theater is a form of response in which students turn a story into a play.  
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 This form of response allows all students to write a script and take part in the 

creative interpretation of a story. 

1. Teacher introduces the Reader’s Theater activity and explains that the 

students will be taking the parts of characters participating in the Baker/Loski 

dinner party.   

2. There are 11 characters in each set.  

3. Divide the class into 2 or three groups as needed. Everyone in the class should 

have the chance to be part of a group.  

4. Teacher assigns students to portray the following characters:  

 

Narrator Mrs. Baker 

Mrs. Loski Mr. Baker 

Mr. Loski Julianna Baker 

Bryce Loski Matt Baker 

Lynetta Loski Mike Baker 

Grandfather Chet  

 
5. Students meet in their groups to write scripts and divide up the parts. Discuss 

the possibility of simple props that can be made quickly. 

6. Students prepare and rehearse for the presentations. Discuss with students 

how and where they are to stand and make hand and body gestures to convey 

parts of the story to their audience.  

7. Each group performs for the class. Video tape, if possible.  

Differentiated Small Group Instruction 

Review Directions for each center before starting the rotation schedule. 

 Refer to rotation Schedule and Center Chart when conducting small group  

instruction.  

 

Center 1 – Teacher Center – Data-driven instructional intervention  

Center 2 – Independent Reading  

Center 3 - Technology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

Division of Language Arts/Reading          IR-EN Novel Unit – Flipped – Day 13                 Revised June 2011 

 

Role Play Scenario Cards  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Card #4—Mr. Baker 

You are not comfortable that your wife has accepted an invitation to dinner at the neighbors 

since none of them has ever been friendly or welcoming over the 4-5 years you have lived near 

them with the exception of their daughter who has become friends with your two teenage sons.  

You feel a little embarrassed that since your money goes for treatment of your “special needs” 

brother, you can only afford to rent your house which the landlord does not keep up very well.  

You may not have much money, but you love/are proud of your children.  

 

Card #5--Mrs. Loski 

Although you and your family moved in 4-5 years ago, none of you, except for your father, 

Chet, and your daughter, have become friendly with the neighbors.  Judging by the shabby 

appearance of their house and yard, they do not seem to be of equal status with your family.  

Recently your son admitted to throwing away eggs their daughter has been giving your family 

because of your fear they’re diseased.  Feeling guilty about this and your general unfriendliness, 

you invite them for dinner.  

 

Card #3—Juli 

You are not pleased to be going to the neighbor’s for dinner.  Their son has insulted your 

family’s house and yard, calling it “a dive.” Although you have had a crush on him since second 

grade and have tried to help him by giving him quiz answers in school, he has avoided you as 

much as possible, even “dating” someone you consider an airhead as she is only interested in her 

appearance. Lately, your feelings about Bryce (flipped over him) have begun to change as you 

wonder whether he’s worth regard.  

 


