
TRANSITIONS FOR EXPOSITORY WRITING 

COMPARISONS ADDITIONS ALTERNATIVES CAUSE/EFFECT 

• Like 
• Similarly 
• In a similar fashion 
• As with 
• Just as 
• Both 
• Unlike 
• Whereas 
• On the other hand 
• However 

• Along with 
• For instance 
• Besides 
• For one thing 
• Again 
• Another 

• On the other hand 
• Or 
• Whereas 
• But 
• While 

• As a result 
• Because 
• Which caused 
• That resulted in 
 

I am a lot like my sister. We are both 
talented. My sister, however, is more 
talented in music whereas I am more 
talented in art. 

Dogs make good pets. They’re loyal, they almost can talk to you. They can do 
things for you such as pull you in a sled, carry things, and warn you of danger. 
But, cats are easier to care for. You don’t have to walk or wash them. You can 
leave them for several days, and they don’t eat all the food at once. Besides, 
they don’t mind being alone. 

Yesterday it rained so hard the water 
came up in our yard. As a result, all 
the mulch in our garden washed away. 

EMPHASIS INCIDENT PROCEDURAL SUMMARIZATION 

• Again 
• To repeat 
• For this reason 
• To emphasize 
• Truly 
• In fact 
• As I said 
• Let me reiterate 

• Once 
• Just the other day 
• I remember 
• When I was. .  . . 
• Occasionally 
• Sometimes 
• Never 

• First 
• Second 
• Third 
• Last 
• Now 
• Then 
• Until 
• The last thing 
• Finally 

• Finally 
• All in all 
• The last thing 
• At last 
• On the whole 
• Ultimately  
 

I do not think we should have recess at the same time as the kindergarteners. We 
are bigger and we always get in trouble if we knock them over or don’t give 
them the swings. We should always share the playground with the fifth 
graders. 

In fact, none of the big kids should be on the playground with the kindergartners. 
Big kids should be with big kids. 

If you want to make a great sandwich, try 
this one. First, tear up a pita bread, 
Then, slice a tomato very thin. Cut the 
pita bread open along one side. Next, 
put lettuce, tomato slices in the pita. 
The last thing is add a pickle, right in 
the middle of the sandwich. 

The last thing you might do when you 
try to use transitions is read your piece 
aloud. If you hear a place where it 
sounds choppy or disconnected, that is 
probably where you need a transition. 
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