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Edge Level C 
Unit 3 
Cluster 1 

“Amigo Brothers” 
 

1. Which pair of words/phrases from the short story are most opposite in meaning? 
 
A. fans, admirers 
B. prepared, improvised 
C. at first birth, commenced 
D. silence, mute 
 
 

2. From reading the story, the reader can infer that the boxing bout was ultimately won by 
 
F. Felix Varga whose lean body made him a champion boxer 
G. the promoters who made a lot of money from ticket sales 
H. Antonio Cruz whose muscular body made him a champion slugger 
I. the audience who witnessed a hard-fought, fair bout 
 
 

3. From reading the story, readers can conclude that Felix and Antonio were obsessed with boxing 
for many reasons EXCEPT 
 
A. they both knew many statistics about fighters and boxing matches 
B. they had attended many different boxing matches 
C. they each had a collection of videos of boxing movies  
D. they read magazines about the sport of boxing 
 
 

4. According to the story, Felix and Antonio both trained together in many different locations 
EXCEPT 
 
F. Gleason’s Gym in the Bronx 
G. the pro’s gym on 14th Street in Manhattan 
H. the Boy’s Club on 10th Street and Avenue A 
I. alongside the East River Drive in New York City 
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5. Read this sentence from the story. 
 
 Antonio admired the courage of a tug boat pulling a barge five times its welterweight 

size. 
 
What type of literary device does the author use in the sentence above? 
 
A. metaphor, comparing the tug boat to a boxer 
B. symbolism, representing the barge as a large-sized boat 
C. hyperbole, exaggerating the size difference between a tug boat and a barge 
D. personification, portraying the tug boat as a person with courage 
 

 
Edge Level C 

Unit 3 
Cluster 1 

“Lean on Me” 
 

6. The illustrations in “Amigo Brothers” and “Lean on Me” relate to the text in many ways 
EXCEPT 
 
F. The illustration on page 249 was selected to showcase the color, action, and excitement of a 

boxing match. 
G. The illustration on page 254 was selected to embody how people rely on and need each other 

as the title of the selection implies. 
H. The painting on page 239 was selected to show the East River in New York City—the colors 

of the painting reflect a city sunset. 
I. The painting on page 251 was selected to illustrate the action between two fighters in a 

boxing match—the colors highlight the fierceness of the battle. 
 
 

7. In what way are the themes of “Amigo Brothers” and “Lean on Me” most alike? 
 
A. The first line of lyrics in “Lean on Me” talks about pain and the boxers in “Amigo Brothers” 

both experienced pain in their boxing matches. 
B. “Amigo Brothers” and “Lean on Me” both have as their central theme the close bonds that 

form between people due to friendship or need. 
C. A lyric in “Lean on Me” says “…call me brother…” and Felix and Antonio were brothers. 
D. “Lean on Me” is a song, and boxers often listen to music before a big fight to calm 

themselves and help them focus. 
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8. Which statement would the author of “Lean on Me” would most likely say? 
 
F. If you borrow something, always return it when you are finished. 
G. If you’re exercising and get tired of walking, lean on your companion for support. 
H. If you share your cares or burdens with someone else, they will be lessened. 
I. If your car runs out of gas on the road, call home for help. 
 
 

9. Why would the author of “Amigo Brothers” like the song “Lean on Me?” 
 
A. Piri Thomas, author of “Amigo Brothers,” thinks that in order to become a boxing champion, 

a fighter must have pride and always be strong. 
B. Author Piri Thomas feels close friendships between competitors can cause the fighters to 

loose focus and concentration during a bout. 
C. The lyrics of “Lean on Me” do not contain the words necessary to motivate a fighter to box 

and slug his opponent with the force needed to defeat him. 
D. The lyrics of “Lean on Me” showcase the value of people caring for each other, and he 

believes that even boxing rivals can maintain a close bond. 
 
 

10. The author of “Lean on Me” contained many elements in his song EXCEPT 
 
F. using simple words that are easy to remember 
G. including elements of poetry to create memorable rhythm and rhyme 
H. conveying support to anyone going through tough times 
I. highlighting the importance of self-reliance and self-confidence 


