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GRADE 11 ELA EXEMPLAR LESSON – Teacher Copy                    Quarter 2, Week 13:   11/12/12 - 11/16/12 

Learning Objectives 
The goal of this lesson is to conclude the exploration of the philosophy of transcendentalism as viewed by Henry David Thoreau.  Through reflections 
on Thoreau’s views and the use of collaborative discussions, students will recognize that Thoreau’s ideas influenced many 20

th
 century reformers, 

including Gandhi.  Vocabulary is learned from context and writing fosters deeper understanding of text.   The lesson culminates in a documented 
response.  Teachers may further scaffold activities to address individual students’ needs depending on the intent of the lesson and specific learners.   
 

Rationale: This lesson explores modern adaptations of Thoreau’s views regarding the people’s role in government.   Through close reading of 
Gandhi’s speech, the reader will analyze not only Gandhi’s view of peaceful means of protest, but also advance their understanding of the impact of 
Thoreau’s philosophies in the 20

th
 century.   

 

Text Title(s):  from Civil Disobedience - (Henry David Thoreau, p. 382 and On Civil Disobedience - Mohandas K. Gandhi, p. 392 
McDougal Littell Literature, pp. 382-393 
Genre/Text Structure:  Literary Nonfiction (Personal Essay) and (Speech)   

Targeted Text Selections 
from Civil Disobedience (Henry David Thoreau) page 382 - lines 1 – 16, page 387 - lines 144 – 153, and page 388 - lines 154 – 166 

On Civil Disobedience (Mohandas K. Gandhi), p. 392 

Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 
RL.11-12; RI.11-12, W.11-12; SL.11-12 

http://www.corestandards.org  

Lesson Sequence 

PERFORMANCE TASK /CULMINATING INDEPENDENT WRITING ASSESSMENT: 

 Write a documented response to explain the connections between the views of Thoreau in “Civil Disobedience” and Gandhi’s beliefs on 
political and civil injustice.  Cite evidence from a variety of sources – video, online resources, essays, class discussions - to support the 
answer.  

 
Activity 1:  
GUIDING QUESTION(S):   

 How did events of the 19
th

 century impact Thoreau’s fundamental beliefs? 

 How did events of the 20
th

 century impact Gandhi’s fundamental beliefs? 

 What is Thoreau’s legacy? 

 

1.   Use Communication, Information and Media connections at www.classzone.com , www.discoveryeducation.com, or other online resources 
to investigate the way political and civil injustices in the 19

th
 century impacted Thoreau and later, Gandhi in the 20

th
 century, in their 

commitment to bring attention to inequities in governmental policies.   

 Antislavery Movement at http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=B63640B1-1014-45A4-B9CB-
DD2AA9D25224&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US  

 Men of Our Time: Gandhi [38:03] at http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=4E73C97F-E9E2-4CF5-
91EF-A953554A3D56&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US  

 3-minute Passive Resistance at http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=4E73C97F-E9E2-4CF5-91EF-
A953554A3D56&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US  

 2-minute Gandhi’s Self-Sacrifice at http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=4E73C97F-E9E2-4CF5-91EF-
A953554A3D56&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US  

 Mahatma Gandhi [04:03] Oppressive Salt Law at http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=8A7DDF58-
0A21-4F7A-9971-2FF0813C8791&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US  

Activity 2:  
1. Students will independently read the targeted passages— Thoreau’s “Civil Disobedience” and Gandhi’s essay, “On Civil Disobedience”-- 

first silently and then listen as the piece is read aloud by the teacher /or skillful students/ or an audio rereading at www.classzone.com.  
The order of the student silent read and the read aloud may be reversed depending on the intent of the 
lesson and specific learners’ needs.   

2. Students will use collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led), to examine the passages 
in depth.  Students record textual evidence on the Y-note graphic as they encounter the text to build and 
extend their understanding of the passage.  By referring to the evidence from the text, the students 
repeatedly encounter the issue to stimulate a deeper, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.   
 

 
 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum and Instruction 

Division of Language Arts/Reading 
English Language Arts (ELA) Exemplar Lesson 

http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.classzone.com/
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=17DBB811-F015-4690-B762-EA6E3ACD37D9&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=B63640B1-1014-45A4-B9CB-DD2AA9D25224&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=B63640B1-1014-45A4-B9CB-DD2AA9D25224&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=4E73C97F-E9E2-4CF5-91EF-A953554A3D56&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=4E73C97F-E9E2-4CF5-91EF-A953554A3D56&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=4E73C97F-E9E2-4CF5-91EF-A953554A3D56&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=4E73C97F-E9E2-4CF5-91EF-A953554A3D56&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=4E73C97F-E9E2-4CF5-91EF-A953554A3D56&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=4E73C97F-E9E2-4CF5-91EF-A953554A3D56&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=8A7DDF58-0A21-4F7A-9971-2FF0813C8791&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=8A7DDF58-0A21-4F7A-9971-2FF0813C8791&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
http://www.classzone.com/
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Activities  3 and 4:  
GUIDING QUESTION(S):   

 What connections exist between the views of Thoreau in “Civil Disobedience” and Gandhi’s beliefs expressed in “On Civil 
Disobedience”? 

 What transcendentalist ideal is reflected in Gandhi’s writing? 

 
1. Returning to the essays, the teacher leads students through a set of text-dependent questions from targeted sections of Thoreau’s 

essay that compels closer rereading and analysis. The targeted text should be in front of the students as they engage in their 
discussions. 

2.      Continue to use the Y-notes graphic organizers or Reader Response Journals as a means to organize thoughts for prewriting activities.  
3.      Respond in writing   by crafting an objective summary of both Thoreau’s and Gandhi’s perspective on civic responsibilities. 

 
Activity 5:   
GUIDING QUESTION(S):   

 What is the central relationship between the views of Thoreau and Gandhi? 
 

1.     Conduct a final discussion of text-dependent questions and allow time for students to complete notes on the views of Thoreau and 
Gandhi on civic responsibilities.   

2.     Students prepare to write a documented response to explain the connections between the views of Thoreau in “Civil Disobedience” 
and Gandhi’s beliefs.   Cite evidence from all sources – video, online resources, essays, class discussions -- to support their answer.  

3.     Allow an extended amount of time for students to write a 2-page documented response.  Use the 30-point mode-specific rubric to 
score the summative assessment. 

 

Targeted Text Selection - from Civil Disobedience 
page 382 -  lines 1 - 16 

Vocabulary 
 

Teacher Activities and Techniques 
Text-Dependent Questions 

1     I heartily accept the motto, “That government is 
best  
        which governs least;” 

and I should like to see it acted up to more rapidly 
and systematically. 
Carried out, it finally amounts to this, which also I 
believe,—“That 
government is best which governs not at all;” and 
when men are prepared for 

5     it, that will be the kind of government which they  
        will have. Government 

is at best but an expedient; but most governments 
are usually, and all 
governments are sometimes, inexpedient. The 
objections which have a 
been brought against a standing army, and they are 
many and weighty, 
and deserve to prevail, may also at last be brought 
against a standing 

10   government. The standing army is only an arm of 
the  
        standing government. 

The government itself, which is only the mode 
which the people have 
chosen to execute their will, is equally liable to be 
abused and perverted 
before the people can act through it. Witness the 
present Mexican war, the 
work of comparatively a few individuals using the 
standing government as 

15   their tool; for, in the outset, the people would not  
        have consented to this 

measure. . . . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
line 13 – Mexican 
war:  reference to 
the 1846-1848 
dispute over the 
border between 
Mexico and US; 
established the Rio 
Grande as the 
border 

GUIDING QUESTION(S):   

 What is Thoreau’s legacy? 

 What is Thoreau’s position on civil disobedience? 

 How did events of the 19
th

 century impact Thoreau’s 
fundamental beliefs? 

 What is Thoreau’s moral dilemma? 

 

(Q1) Thoreau’s essay is based on the paradox that a good 
citizen is justified in breaking the law under certain 
circumstances.  Find 2-3 paradoxical statements that reinforce 
and extend this basic paradox.   
 

Possible answer.  Line 1, “That government is best which 
governs least” and line 4, “That government is best which 
governs not at all” reinforce Thoreau’s central premise by 
driving home the idea that strong and good government do 
not always go hand in hand; sometimes the freest people are 
the ones who make their consciences their law regardless of 
the populace view.   
 

(Q2) What war is going on when Thoreau is writing? 
How does Thoreau believe most people feel about the war?  
 

Possible answer.  Thoreau was enraged by the government’s 
support of slavery and the Mexican War – 1844.  Thoreau 
strongly abhorred the action of a large, powerful country 
(USA) overpowering a weaker one (Mexico) simply to expand 
its own borders.  Thoreau suggests that members of the 
military fight because of their unquestioning acceptance of a 
law, just because it is a law.  The soldier’s respect the law, but 
they usually don’t wish to fight and often don’t support the 
cause for which they fight.  This view reflects the 
transcendentalist ideal of being an individual and following 
one’s conscience, regardless of the majority view.   
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page 387 -  lines 144 – 153 
144  I have paid no poll-tax for six years. I was put into a  
        jail once on this 
145  account, for one night; and, as I stood considering  
        the walls of solid stone, 

two or three feet thick, the door of wood and iron, 
a foot thick, and the 
iron grating which strained the light, I could not 
help being struck with the 
foolishness of that institution which treated me as 
if I were mere flesh and 
blood and bones, to be locked up. I wondered that 
it should have concluded 

150  at length that this was the best use it could put me  
        to, and had never 

thought to avail itself of my services in some way. I 
saw that, if there was a 
wall of stone between me and my townsmen, there 
was a still more difficult 
one to climb or break through before they could 
get to be as free as I was. 

 
line 144 – poll tax: 
a tax one had to 
pay in order to vote  

(Q3)  Thoreau holds an assumption—an opinion that is taken 
for granted—that civil disobedience is the only sensible and 
moral course to take.   In lines 144 – 153 explain Thoreau’s 
moral dilemma. 

 

Possible answer.  Thoreau is convincing when he argues that 
truth holds power and that people should not fear to withhold 
support from an unjust government.  He is less convincing 
when he argues that a thousand people should go to prison to 
protest the government, for this action is not practical for 
many.   
 
Thoreau demonstrated his nonconformity by not paying his 
poll tax for six years.  By spending a night in jail, Thoreau feels 
that he has paid his tax by putting his ideas into practice.  He 
has given the government what he has to give:  his conviction 
to his ideals.  Others have given their money, but nothing of 
themselves.   

page 388 -  lines 154 – 166 
 

154  I did not for a moment feel confined, and the walls    
         seemed a great waste 
155 of stone and mortar. I felt as if I alone of all my  
         townsmen had paid my 

tax. They plainly did not know how to treat me, but 
behaved like persons 
who are underbred. In every threat and in every 
compliment there was a 
blunder; for they thought that my chief desire was 
to stand the other side of 
that stone wall. I could not but smile to see how 
industriously they locked 

160 the door on my meditations, which followed them  
        out again without let or 

hindrance, and they were really all that was 
dangerous. As they could not 
reach me, they had resolved to punish my body; 
just as boys, if they cannot 
come at some person against whom they have a 
spite, will abuse his dog. I 
saw that the State was half-witted, that it was timid 
as a lone woman with 

165  her silver spoons, and that it did not know its  
         friends from its foes, and 

I lost all my remaining respect for it, and pitied it. 

 
 
lines 160–161 
without let or 
hindrance: 
without 
encountering 
obstacles 

(Q4)  Explain Thoreau’s attitude as a prisoner of conscience.  
What part of Thoreau did the locked doors of the jail confine? 
 
Possible answer.  Thoreau’s attitude that people are 
inherently good and should follow their own beliefs is evident 
in “Civil Disobedience.” Thoreau expresses the belief that there 
are different ways to express your beliefs:  soldiers can serve 
with their bodies by physically fighting in conflicts; politicians 
serve with their heads by mentally providing guidance; but 
Thoreau chooses to serve with his conscience by 
philosophically and morally following his beliefs.  Thoreau’s 
anecdote illustrates how a jailed person with a clear 
conscience is freer than someone who blindly serves an unjust 
system (lines 151-156).   
 
Thoreau’s comments about jail would be more impressive if his 
incarceration had lasted longer than a day.  Thoreau’s 
willingness to go to jail for his beliefs demonstrates his 
convictions.  On the other hand, a single individual going to jail 
for one night can be viewed as a pointless gesture.   

Targeted Text Selection – On Civil Disobedience 
page 392  

Vocabulary 
 

Teacher Activities and Techniques 
Text-Dependent Questions 

1     July 27, 1916 
       There are two ways of countering injustice. One way  
        is to smash the head of the man 

who perpetrates injustice and to get your own 
head smashed in the process. All strong 
people in the world adopt this course. Everywhere 
wars are fought and millions of 

5     people are killed. The consequence is not the  
        progress of a nation but its decline. . . . 
        No country has ever become, or will ever become,  
        happy through victory in war. A 

 
 
line 9–belligerents: 
participants in a 
war   
 
line 12-satyagraha: 
Sanskrit”  insistence 
on truth.  Gandhi 
used this term to 
describe his policy 

GUIDING QUESTION(S):   

 What connections exist between the views of Thoreau 
in Walden and “Civil Disobedience” and Gandhi’s 
beliefs expressed in “On Civil Disobedience”? 

 What transcendentalist ideal is reflected in Gandhi’s 
writing? 

 
Return to the text, and ask students a small set of guiding 
questions about the targeted section.  
 
 (Q5)  What approach does Gandhi advocate to stop injustice? 
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nation does not rise that way, it only falls further. 
In fact, what comes to it is defeat, 
not victory. And if, perchance, either our act or our 
purpose was ill-conceived, it 
brings disaster to both belligerents. 

10   But through the other method of combating  
        injustice, we alone suffer the 

consequences of our mistakes, and the other side is 
wholly spared. This other method 
is satyagraha.  One who resorts to it does not have 
to break another’s head; he may 
merely have his own head broken. He has to be 
prepared to die himself, suffering all 
the pain. In opposing the atrocious laws of the 
Government of South Africa, it was 

15    this method that we adopted. We made it clear to  
         the said Government that we would 

never bow to its outrageous laws. No clapping is 
possible without two hands to do it, 
and no quarrel without two persons to make it. 
Similarly, no State is possible without 
two entities, the rulers and the ruled. You are our  

20   sovereign, our Government, only so 
long as we consider ourselves your subjects. When 
we are not subjects, you are not the 
sovereign either. So long as it is your endeavour to 
control us with justice and love, we 
will let you to do so. But if you wish to strike at us 
from behind, we cannot permit it. 
Whatever you do in other matters, you will have to 
ask our opinion about the laws 
that concern us. If you make laws to keep us 
suppressed in a wrongful manner and 

        without taking us into confidence, these laws will  
        merely adorn the statute-books. 
25   We will never obey them. Award us for it what  
        punishment you like, we will put up 

with it. Send us to prison and we will live there as in 
a paradise. Ask us to mount the 
scaffold and we will do so laughing. Shower what 
sufferings you like upon us, we will 
calmly endure all and not hurt a hair of your body. 
We will gladly die and will not so 
much as touch you. But so long as there is yet life in 
these our bones, we will never 

30    comply with your arbitrary laws. 

of seeking reform 
by means of 
nonviolent 
resistance  
 
 
line  14-atrocious 
laws….Africa:  
Gandhi led the 
Indian community 
in opposition to 
racial 
discrimination in 
South Africa, where 
he lived for several 
years 
 
 
 
lines 26-27-mount 
the scaffold:  
ascend the platform 
on which one is 
executed by 
hanging 
 

 
Possible answer. Gandhi describes countering injustice by 
smashing the heads of the men who perpetrate injustice or 
through satyagraha—what Gandhi called nonviolent 
resistance.  Gandhi adopted satyagraha.   
 
(Q6)  Reread lines 16-20.  What point is Gandhi making about 
the relationship between a government and its citizens? 
 
Possible answer.  By the images of two hands clapping, 
Gandhi shows how a state is not possible if its two parts—the 
rules and the ruled—do not exist in harmony. He further 
makes the point that a government in fact does not exist 
without people to govern.   
 
 
(Q7)   What transcendentalist ideal is reflected in Gandhi’s 
writing? 
 

Possible answer. Many of Thoreau’s positions are found in 
Gandhi’s essay:  government should be smaller and less 
invasive; unjust laws will be changed if enough people protest 
them; and the majority is not always correct.  Both Gandhi and 
Thoreau say that they are willing to suffer the consequences of 
their protest.  In “Civil Disobedience,” Thoreau says, “Let your 
life be a counter-friction to stop the machine” (line 88).  
Gandhi says, “He has to be prepared to die himself, suffering 
all the pain” (lines 13-14).  Both argue that the government 
cannot rule without the consent of the governed.  Thoreau 
writes, “When the subject has refused allegiance, and the 
officer has resigned his office, then the revolution is 
accomplished” (“Civil Disobedience,” lines 138-139).  Gandhi 
writes, “no State is possible without two entities, the rulers 
and the ruled” (lines 17-18). 
 
 
 

Formative Assessment/ Rubrics, if applicable 
 

Class discussion(s) on text-dependent comprehension questions ,  writing responses 
(2-column note organizer, reader response journals, summations, or prewriting 
activities) serve as formative assessments.   

Summative Assessment/ Culminating Independent 
Writing Task 
 
 

Writing Situation 

 Much like Thoreau, Mohandas Gandhi advocated for peaceful resistance 
against unjust laws.  Think about the connections between the views of 
Thoreau in “Civil Disobedience” and Gandhi’s beliefs on political and  civil 
injustice.   

 

Writing Directions 

 Write a 2-page documented response (citing evidence from a variety of 
sources – video, online resources, essays, class discussions) -  to support 
your answer.  
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Extension Activities/Further Resources 
 
 
 
 
 

Technology: 

www.discoveryeducation.com – (see links embedded in pacing guide) 

www.classzone.com 
 
Graphic Organizers at www.classzone.com  

English Language Learner (ELL) Resources and Strategies 

Build Background Knowledge  
 

 
 
Vocabulary: Suffixes 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Academic Vocabulary:  

 
 

Writing Task 

 
 

Inform students that ‘The United States Magazine and Democratic Review’ was a 
periodical published from 1837–1859 by John L. O'Sullivan. Its motto, "The best 
government is that which governs least," was famously paraphrased by Henry David 
Thoreau in On the Duty of Civil Disobedience.   Ask students to browse the 
magazine’s different volumes and find a similar article discussing Democracy in 
America.  The link below gives you access to Cornell University Library Archives, 
where the original publications of Democratic Review magazine appear.  

 http://digital.library.cornell.edu/u/usde/index.html 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Point out that sometimes more than one suffix is added to a root or base word. Have 
students identify the suffix or suffixes in each of these words: 
• rapidly (line 2): rapid + ly 

 systematically (line 2): system + atic + al + ly 
• government (line 5): govern + ment 
• objections (line 7): object + ions 
• weighty (line 8): weight + y 
• comparatively (line 14): compare + ative + ly 
Help the students analyze how the word meanings change when suffixes are added. 

 
 

Have students use BEST PRACTICES TOOLKIT—Transparency Word Questioning p. E9 
to learn these words:  

 assume (line33) 

 anticipate (line 76) 

 alternative (line 130) 

 enable (line 134) 

 revolution (line 135) 

 perceive (line 179) 
 

 
 
Thoreau mentioned in his essay, “For it matters not how small the beginning may 
seem to be; what is once well done is done forever.” Do you agree with Thoreau’s 
words?  Why or why not?  Write about a moment in your life where you’ve faced a 
challenging situation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.discoveryeducation.com/
http://www.classzone.com/
http://www.classzone.com/
http://www.enotes.com/topic/John_L._O%27Sullivan
http://www.enotes.com/topic/Henry_David_Thoreau
http://www.enotes.com/topic/Henry_David_Thoreau
http://www.enotes.com/topic/On_the_Duty_of_Civil_Disobedience
http://digital.library.cornell.edu/u/usde/index.html
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Student Copy  

Targeted Text Selection - from Civil Disobedience 
page 382 -  lines 1 - 16 

Vocabulary 
 

Teacher Activities and Techniques 
Text-Dependent Questions 

 

1     I heartily accept the motto, “That government is best  
        which governs least;” 

and I should like to see it acted up to more rapidly 
and systematically. 
Carried out, it finally amounts to this, which also I 
believe,—“That 
government is best which governs not at all;” and 
when men are prepared for 

5     it, that will be the kind of government which they  
        will have. Government 

is at best but an expedient; but most governments 
are usually, and all 
governments are sometimes, inexpedient. The 
objections which have a 
been brought against a standing army, and they are 
many and weighty, 
and deserve to prevail, may also at last be brought 
against a standing 

10   government. The standing army is only an arm of the  
        standing government. 

The government itself, which is only the mode 
which the people have 
chosen to execute their will, is equally liable to be 
abused and perverted 
before the people can act through it. Witness the 
present Mexican war, the 
work of comparatively a few individuals using the 
standing government as 

15   their tool; for, in the outset, the people would not  
        have consented to this 

measure. . . . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
line 13 – Mexican 
war:  reference to 
the 1846-1848 
dispute over the 
border between 
Mexico and US; 
established the Rio 
Grande as the 
border 

GUIDING QUESTION(S):   

 What is Thoreau’s legacy? 

 What is Thoreau’s position on civil disobedience? 

 How did events of the 19
th

 century impact Thoreau’s 
fundamental beliefs? 

 What is Thoreau’s moral dilemma? 

 

(Q1) Thoreau’s essay is based on the paradox that a good 
citizen is justified in breaking the law under certain 
circumstances.  Find 2-3 paradoxical statements that reinforce 
and extend this basic paradox.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Q2) What war is going on when Thoreau is writing? 
How does Thoreau believe most people feel about the war?  
 

 

page 387 -  lines 144 – 153 
 

144  I have paid no poll-tax for six years. I was put into a  
        jail once on this 
145  account, for one night; and, as I stood considering  
        the walls of solid stone, 

two or three feet thick, the door of wood and iron, a 
foot thick, and the 
iron grating which strained the light, I could not help 
being struck with the 
foolishness of that institution which treated me as if 
I were mere flesh and 
blood and bones, to be locked up. I wondered that it 
should have concluded 

150  at length that this was the best use it could put me  
        to, and had never 

thought to avail itself of my services in some way. I 
saw that, if there was a 
wall of stone between me and my townsmen, there 
was a still more difficult 
one to climb or break through before they could get 
to be as free as I was. 

 
line 144 – poll tax: 
a tax one had to pay 
in order to vote  

(Q3)  Thoreau holds an assumption—an opinion that is taken 
for granted—that civil disobedience is the only sensible and 
moral course to take.   In lines 144 – 153 explain Thoreau’s 
moral dilemma. 

 

 

 

page 388 -  lines 154 – 166 
 

154  I did not for a moment feel confined, and the walls    
         seemed a great waste 

 
 
lines 160–161 

(Q4)  Explain Thoreau’s attitude as a prisoner of conscience.  
What part of Thoreau did the locked doors of the jail confine? 
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155 of stone and mortar. I felt as if I alone of all my  
         townsmen had paid my 

tax. They plainly did not know how to treat me, but 
behaved like persons 
who are underbred. In every threat and in every 
compliment there was a 
blunder; for they thought that my chief desire was 
to stand the other side of 
that stone wall. I could not but smile to see how 
industriously they locked 

160 the door on my meditations, which followed them  
        out again without let or 

hindrance, and they were really all that was 
dangerous. As they could not 
reach me, they had resolved to punish my body; just 
as boys, if they cannot 
come at some person against whom they have a 
spite, will abuse his dog. I 
saw that the State was half-witted, that it was timid 
as a lone woman with 

165  her silver spoons, and that it did not know its  
         friends from its foes, and 

I lost all my remaining respect for it, and pitied it. 

without let or 
hindrance: 
without 
encountering 
obstacles 

 

Targeted Text Selection – On Civil Disobedience 
page 392  

Vocabulary 
 

Teacher Activities and Techniques 
Text-Dependent Questions 

1     July 27, 1916 
       There are two ways of countering injustice. One way  
        is to smash the head of the man 

who perpetrates injustice and to get your own head 
smashed in the process. All strong 
people in the world adopt this course. Everywhere 
wars are fought and millions of 

5     people are killed. The consequence is not the  
        progress of a nation but its decline. . . . 
        No country has ever become, or will ever become,  
        happy through victory in war. A 

nation does not rise that way, it only falls further. In 
fact, what comes to it is defeat, 
not victory. And if, perchance, either our act or our 
purpose was ill-conceived, it 
brings disaster to both belligerents. 

10   But through the other method of combating  
        injustice, we alone suffer the 

consequences of our mistakes, and the other side is 
wholly spared. This other method 
is satyagraha.  One who resorts to it does not have 
to break another’s head; he may 
merely have his own head broken. He has to be 
prepared to die himself, suffering all 
the pain. In opposing the atrocious laws of the 
Government of South Africa, it was 

15    this method that we adopted. We made it clear to  
         the said Government that we would 

never bow to its outrageous laws. No clapping is 
possible without two hands to do it, 
and no quarrel without two persons to make it. 
Similarly, no State is possible without 
two entities, the rulers and the ruled. You are our  

20   sovereign, our Government, only so 
long as we consider ourselves your subjects. When 
we are not subjects, you are not the 

 
 
line 9–belligerents: 
participants in a 
war   
 
line 12-satyagraha: 
Sanskrit”  insistence 
on truth.  Gandhi 
used this term to 
describe his policy 
of seeking reform by 
means of nonviolent 
resistance  
 
 
line  14-atrocious 
laws….Africa:  
Gandhi led the 
Indian community in 
opposition to racial 
discrimination in 
South Africa, where 
he lived for several 
years 
 
 
 
lines 26-27-mount 
the scaffold:  
ascend the platform 
on which one is 
executed by 
hanging 
 

GUIDING QUESTION(S):   

 What connections exist between the views of Thoreau 
in Walden and “Civil Disobedience” and Gandhi’s beliefs 
expressed in “On Civil Disobedience”? 

 What transcendentalist ideal is reflected in Gandhi’s 
writing? 

 
Return to the text, and ask students a small set of guiding 
questions about the targeted section.  
 
 (Q5)  What approach does Gandhi advocate to stop injustice? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Q6)  Reread lines 16-20.  What point is Gandhi making about 
the relationship between a government and its citizens? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Q7)   What transcendentalist ideal is reflected in Gandhi’s 
writing? 
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sovereign either. So long as it is your endeavour to 
control us with justice and love, we 
will let you to do so. But if you wish to strike at us 
from behind, we cannot permit it. 
Whatever you do in other matters, you will have to 
ask our opinion about the laws 
that concern us. If you make laws to keep us 
suppressed in a wrongful manner and 

        without taking us into confidence, these laws will  
        merely adorn the statute-books. 
25   We will never obey them. Award us for it what  
        punishment you like, we will put up 

with it. Send us to prison and we will live there as in 
a paradise. Ask us to mount the 
scaffold and we will do so laughing. Shower what 
sufferings you like upon us, we will 
calmly endure all and not hurt a hair of your body. 
We will gladly die and will not so 
much as touch you. But so long as there is yet life in 
these our bones, we will never 

30    comply with your arbitrary laws. 
 

Summative Assessment/Culminating Independent 
Writing Task 
 
 

Writing Situation 

 Much like Thoreau, Mohandas Gandhi advocated for peaceful resistance 
against unjust laws.  Think about the connections between the views of 
Thoreau in “Civil Disobedience” and Gandhi’s beliefs on political and civil 
injustice.   

 

Writing Directions 

 Write a 2-page documented response (citing evidence from a variety of 
sources – video, online resources, essays, class discussions) to support your 
answer.  
 

For further information regarding this document contact the Division of Language Arts/Reading, Secondary District Instructional Supervisors,  

Dr. Erin Cuartas, Ms. Laurie Kaplan or Dr. Sharon Scruggs-Williams, 305-995-3122; for ELL questions, contact the Division of Bilingual Education and World 

Languages District Supervisor, Ms. Caridad Perez, 305-995-1962. 

 

 


