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GRADE 10 ELA EXEMPLAR LESSON – Teacher Copy                          Quarter 1, Week 7: 10/01/12 – 10/05/12 

Learning Objectives 
The goal of this exemplar lesson is to continue a close analysis of Sophocles’ classical drama, Antigone.  Students will utilize rich discussions based on 
text-dependent questions to unravel the complex relationships and conflicts revealed in the play.  Vocabulary is learned from context and written 
responses foster deeper understanding of text. The lesson culminates in an evidentiary writing activity.  Teachers may need to further scaffold 
activities to address individual students’ needs depending on the intent of the lesson and specific learners’ needs.   
 

Rationale: This lesson focuses on Scenes 2 and 3 of Antigone and guides students through activities that focus on the conflicts faced by the characters 
in Antigone and their motivations for the decisions they make. It culminates in a response to literature in week 8 focused on the nature of Creon's and 
Antigone’s tragic flaw, explaining his or her values and justifying his or her actions. 
 

Text Title(s):  Antigone - Sophocles  
McDougal Littell Literature, pp. 966 - 1009 
Genre/Text Structure:  Classical Drama – Greek Tragedy 

Targeted Text Selection – SCENE 2 and SCENE 3 – Ode and Ode 3 
Pages 980 – 993 

Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 
RL.9–10; W.9-10; SL.9-10 

http://www.corestandards.org  

Lesson Sequence 

PERFORMANCE TASK/CULMINATING INDEPENDENT WRITING ASSESSMENT: 

 How does the character of Creon from Sophocles’ Antigone—a “man of simplicity and banal happiness”—reflect conflicting 
motivations of political and social order through his decision to sentence Antigone to death in the classical tragedy? Articulate how 
Creon’s commitment to acts he finds loathsome and Antigone's insistence on facing the power of the state both advance the plot 
of this tragedy and develop themes.  

 

 Write a response to literature in which you analyze the nature of Creon's and Antigone’s tragic flaw. Identify errors in judgment or 
weaknesses in character and indicate how this flaw brings about the causes of death and affects all of Theban society. Who better 
fits the definition of a tragic hero, Antigone or Creon?  Support your statements with examples and quotations from the play. 

 

Activity 1:  
GUIDING QUESTION:   

 How do the views of Creon and Antigone differ regarding loyalty to family and principle? 
1.  The students will independently read Scene 2 and Scene 3 of Antigone on pp.  980 - 993.  Sections of the play may be read aloud or played on 
audio. Rereading is embedded in the text-dependent questions.  
2.  Using collaborative conferences (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) students should discuss and respond in writing to the initial meaning they 
have made from reading this section of the play.  
3.  Close analytical reading will be conducted on 2 targeted sections (lines 110 – 130 in Scene 2 and lines 11 – 74 in Scene 3).   
4.  Students will be asked to write a comparison of the themes of the two odes – Ode 2 p. 987 and Ode 3 p. 993.   
 

Activities 2, 3 and 4:  
GUIDING QUESTION:   

 How does Ode 2 expand on the subject of death? 

 What is Creon’s view of family relationships? 

 What message of love is expressed in Ode 3?   

 What are the emerging themes?   

 What action is more justified--- an ethical or moral action? 
1. Returning to the text, the teacher asks students a small set of guiding questions about the targeted 

sections (lines 110– 130 in Scene 2 and lines 11 –74 in Scene 3). The targeted text should be in front of the 
students as they engage in their discussions. 

2. Returning to the text for close analysis of Ode 2 and Ode 3, the teacher asks students a small set of guiding 
questions.  

3. During and after reading use the prewriting activities from the Carol Booth Olson lesson plan at www.classzone.com to 
analyze the characters.   

 

Activity 5:   
GUIDING QUESTION:   
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 Identify and analyze the symbols used in Max Ernst’s collage.  Explain how the symbol--the Sphinx, the man, the corpse, and the 
enclosed carriage--represents an idea or expresses a theme in Sophocles’ tragedy, Antigone.   

GUIDING QUESTIONS for Advanced Learners  

 How is the riddle of the Sphinx and the terrible fate awaiting the family of Oedipus depicted in Max Ernst’s collage?  

 Analyze how Max Ernst creates Freudian motifs associated with Oedipus’s conflict with the Sphinx in this collage entitled Oedipus.  
What elements of fears and hopes are revealed in this conflict between male and female principles in this artistic connection to 
Sophocles’ classical drama, Antigone? 
 

1. Use visuals to analyze artistic connections to Sophocles’ classical drama, Antigone.   
 

Targeted Text Selection - SCENE 2 and SCENE 3 
Pages 980 - 993 

Vocabulary 
underlined words:  
insufficient contextual 
clues 
 
BOLD words: Tier Two 
words 

Teacher Activities and Techniques 
Text-Dependent Questions 

lines 110 – 130 in Scene 2 pp. 984-985 
110  Creon. He would: for you honor a traitor as much as 

him. 
Antigone. His own brother, traitor or not, and equal in 
blood. 
Creon. He made war on his country. Eteocles defended 
it. 
Antigone. Nevertheless, there are honors due all the 
dead. 
Creon. But not the same for the wicked as for the just. 

115  Antigone. Ah Creon, Creon, 
Which of us can say what the gods hold wicked? F 
Creon. An enemy is an enemy, even dead. 
Antigone. It is my nature to join in love, not hate. 
Creon (finally losing patience). Go join them, then; if 
you must have your love, 

120  Find it in hell! 
Choragus. But see, Ismene comes: 
(Enter Ismene, guarded.) 
Those tears are sisterly; the cloud 
That shadows her eyes rains down gentle sorrow. 
Creon. You too, Ismene, 

125  Snake in my ordered house, sucking my blood 
Stealthily—and all the time I never knew 
That these two sisters were aiming at my throne! 
Ismene, 
Do you confess your share in this crime or deny it? 
Answer me. 

130  Ismene. Yes, if she will let me say so. I am guilty. 
 

 
 

line 122 - The 
cloud/That 
shadows her eyes 
rains down gentle 
sorrow:  metaphor 
comparing tears to 
rain portrays 
Ismene as 
compassionate and 
helpless. 
 
line 125 - Snake in 
my ordered house, 
sucking my blood:  
metaphor for 
Ismene’s betrayal 
shows Creon as 
irrationally 
suspicious. 

GUIDING QUESTION:  How do the views of Creon and Antigone 
differ regarding loyalty to family and principle? 
 
(Q1)  Which statement sums up Creon’s outlook and loyalty? 
Possible answer. Creon sums up his viewpoint in line 112:  “He 
made war on his county.  Eteocles defended it.”  Antigone 
summarizes her viewpoint in line 113:  “There are honors due all 
the dead.”  Antigone recognizes god’s laws as supreme.   
 
(Q2)  How does Antigone’s thinking about the gods differ from 
Creon’s thinking? 
Possible answer.  Antigone asserts that the gods require her to 
honor the dead (line 113).  Creon argues that the wicked do not 
deserve the same honors as others (line 114).  Antigone says 
that people are not able to judge what the gods consider wicked 
(line 116).  Creon thinks that “An enemy is an enemy, even dead” 
(line 117).  In short, Creon claims the power to understand and 
interpret those “unrecorded laws of God” (line 61) that Antigone 
values so highly.  
 
(Q3)  What does Creon accuse the sisters of? 
How does Ismene respond to his accusation? 
How has Ismene changed since the beginning of the play? 
Analyze Antigone’s statement  “It is my nature to join in love, 
not hate” (line 118). 
What message about love is Sophocles developing? How is this 
related to Oedipus’ illicit love? 
Possible answer.  Creon compares Ismene’s supposed betrayal  
to a snake’s treachery (lines 125 – 127).  Ismene realizes that she 
made a mistake; she loves her sister and wants to share in the 
punishment.    

Ode 2 – lines 1 – 28 – Scene 2 - page 987 
 

1      Chorus. Fortunate is the man who has never tasted  
God’s vengeance! 
Where once the anger of heaven has struck, that 
house is shaken 
Forever: damnation rises behind each child 
Like a wave cresting out of the black northeast, 

5      When the long darkness under sea roars up 
And bursts drumming death upon the wind-whipped 
sand. 
I have seen this gathering sorrow from time long past 
Loom upon Oedipus’ children: generation from 
generation 

 
lines 3-4 – 
damnation rises 
behind each child 
like a wave:  
tragedy follows the 
children of Oedipus 

 
 

lines 10-11 – So 
lately this last 
flower of Oedipus’ 
line / Drank the 
sunlight!:  Oedipus’ 

(Q4)  What is the theme of Ode 2? 
Possible answer.  The theme centers on the power of the gods, 
the eternal nature of the gods’ wrath, the weakness of 
humankind, and the inevitability of fate.  Ode 2 suggests that 
pride will be the downfall of humankind.  This ode puts humans 
in their place, subordinating them to the gods and to fate and 
pointing out their weaknesses and ignorance.  
 
(Q5)  How does the ode expand on the subject of death? How 
does the sea imagery in the first verse of the ode underscore the 
idea that Antigone and Ismene are doomed? 
 
Possible answer.  Creon  has promised to have Antigone and 
Ismene  killed.  The image of an enormous, unstoppable wave 
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Takes the compulsive rage of the enemy god. 
10    So lately this last flower of Oedipus’ line 

Drank the sunlight! but now a passionate word 
And a handful of dust have closed up all its beauty. i 
What mortal arrogance 
Transcends the wrath of Zeus? 

15    Sleep cannot lull him, nor the effortless long months 
Of the timeless gods: but he is young forever, 
And his house is the shining day of high Olympus. 
All that is and shall be, 
And all the past, is his. 

20    No pride on earth is free of the curse of heaven. 
The straying dreams of men 
May bring them ghosts of joy: 
But as they drowse, the waking embers burn them; 
Or they walk with fixed eyes, as blind men walk. 

25    But the ancient wisdom speaks for our own time: 
Fate works most for woe 
With Folly’s fairest show. 
Man’s little pleasure is the spring of sorrow. j 

daughters were 
alive and beautiful 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

lines 26 - 28 
fate, “the destiny or 
fortune”; woe, 
“misery”: folly, 
“foolishness”; 
spring, “source” 

“cresting out of the black northeast” (line 4) reinforces the 
feeling that the sisters cannot escape death, which is closely 
following them. 
 
(Q6)  The first half of the poem refers to the house of Oedipus, 
the second half to the house of Creon.  What does the poem 
suggest about how the two houses are linked? 
Possible answer.  The ode suggests that the two houses have 
both drawn the vengeance and rage of the gods upon them 
through pride and arrogance.   
 
(Q7) Explain the last three lines of the ode.  To whom do these 
lines apply? 
Possible answer.  The last three lines of the ode suggest that 
just when things appear to be going well for someone, 
circumstances may suddenly change and bring sorrow.  Students 
might apply this perception to King Creon:  although he appears 
the victor in his conflict with Antigone, it may yet lead to grief.     

lines 11 - 74 in Scene 3 – pp 988 - 990 
 

11   Creon. Good. That is the way to behave: subordinate 
Everything else, my son, to your father’s will. 
This is what a man prays for, that he may get 
Sons attentive and dutiful in his house, 

15    Each one hating his father’s enemies, 
Honoring his father’s friends. But if his sons 
Fail him, if they turn out unprofitably, 
What has he fathered but trouble for himself 
And amusement for the malicious? a 
So you are right 

20    Not to lose your head over this woman. 
Your pleasure with her would soon grow cold, 
Haemon, 
And then you’d have a hellcat in bed and elsewhere. 
Let her find her husband in hell! 
Of all the people in this city, only she 

25    Has had contempt for my law and broken it. 
Do you want me to show myself weak before the 
people? 
Or to break my sworn word? No, and I will not. 
The woman dies. 
I suppose she’ll plead “family ties.” Well, let her. 

30    If I permit my own family to rebel, 
How shall I earn the world’s obedience? 
Show me the man who keeps his house in hand, 
He’s fit for public authority. 
I’ll have no dealings 
With lawbreakers, critics of the government: 

35    Whoever is chosen to govern should be obeyed— 
Must be obeyed, in all things, great and small, 
Just and unjust! O Haemon, 
The man who knows how to obey, and that man only, 
Knows how to give commands when the time comes. 

40    You can depend on him, no matter how fast 
The spears come: he’s a good soldier; he’ll stick it out. 
Anarchy, anarchy! Show me a greater evil! 
This is why cities tumble and the great houses rain 
down; 
This is what scatters armies! b 

  (Q8)  What is Creon’s view of family relationships?  
Possible answer.  Creon voices strong patriarchal view of family:  
sons should obey their fathers absolutely (line 11-12), hate their 
fathers’ enemies (line 15), and honor their fathers’ friends (line 
16). 
 
(Q9)  Why does Creon fear breaking his word (line 27)?  Why 
does Creon decide to ignore family ties? 
Possible answer.  Creon is determined to stick by his decree, 
whatever the consequences.   
 
(Q10)  Cite textual evidence in lines for ways Creon’s perception 
of women contributes to his conflict with Antigone.   
Possible answer.  Creon believes that “whoever is chosen to 
govern should be obeyed” completely (line 35), and those who 
know how to obey will be steadfast in the face of trouble (lines 
40-41).  Creon believes that men should be stronger than women 
and that it would be shameful to allow Antigone to influence him 
and Haemon.  This opinion heightens the conflict by linking his 
need to “be the man” with his willingness to be influenced by 
Antigone’s argument.   
 
(Q11)  How do Haemon’s views of government differ from 
Creon’s? 
Possible answer.  Haemon believes that leaders should be open 
to the opinions of others.  A king cannot know everything the 
people think and should be wary of being told only what he 
wants to hear.  Haemon talks about humanity’s ability to reason, 
suggesting that people have the ability to participate in their 
own government and decide their own fates.   
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45    No, no: good lives are made so by discipline. 
We keep the laws then, and the lawmakers, 
And no woman shall seduce us. If we must lose, 
Let’s lose to a man, at least! Is a woman stronger than 
we? c 
Choragus. Unless time has rusted my wits, 

50    What you say, King, is said with point and dignity. 
Haemon (boyishly earnest). Father: 
Reason is God’s crowning gift to man, and you are 
right 
To warn me against losing mine. I cannot say— 
I hope that I shall never want to say!—that you 

55    Have reasoned badly. Yet there are other men 
Who can reason, too; and their opinions might be 
helpful. 
You are not in a position to know everything 
That people say or do, or what they feel: 
Your temper terrifies them—everyone 

60    Will tell you only what you like to hear. d 
But I, at any rate, can listen; and I have heard them 
Muttering and whispering in the dark about this girl. 
They say no woman has ever, so unreasonably, 
Died so shameful a death for a generous act: 

65    “She covered her brother’s body. Is this indecent? 
She kept him from dogs and vultures. Is this a crime? 
Death? She should have all the honor that we can give 
her!” 
This is the way they talk out there in the city. 
You must believe me: 

70    Nothing is closer to me than your happiness. 
What could be closer? Must not any son 
Value his father’s fortune as his father does his? 
I beg you, do not be unchangeable: 
Do not believe that you alone can be right. 

75    The man who thinks that, 
 

Ode 3 – lines 1 – 16 – Scene 3 - p 993 
 

1      Chorus. Love, unconquerable j 
Waster of rich men, keeper 
Of warm lights and all-night vigil 
In the soft face of a girl: 

5      Sea wanderer, forest visitor! 
Even the pure immortals cannot escape you, 
And mortal man, in his one day’s dusk, 
Trembles before your glory. 
Surely you swerve upon ruin 

10    The just man’s consenting heart, 
As here you have made bright anger 
Strike between father and son— 
And none has conquered but Love! 
A girl’s glance working the will of heaven: 

15    Pleasure to her alone who mocks us, 
         Merciless Aphrodite. 

 
 
line 2 - keeper / Of 
warm lights and 
[keeper of] all-night 
vigil:  love watches 
and waits  

(Q12)  What message of love is expressed in this ode?  How 
does the ode relate to the exchange between Creon and 
Haemon? 
 

Possible answer.  Sophocles uses personification to describe love 
as both conqueror and destroyer.  The ode expresses the 
message that love is more powerful than human beings and can 
ruin them.  The ode mentions the anger between Haemon and 
Creon, attributing it to Haemon’s love for Antigone (lines 9-13.    
Neither Haemon nor Creon wins this battle; instead, Love 
conquers them both and works the will of the gods.   
 

(Q13)  What are the emerging 
themes?   
Possible answer.  One theme 
that appears in both Ode 2 and 
Ode 3 is that of the fleeting 
nature of human life.  Another 
theme that appears in both odes 
is that of the awesome, 
inevitable, and sometimes 
arbitrary power of the gods.   
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Cross Genre Connections OR Across Non-Text 
Sources: 
 

 
Max Ernst 
(1891-1976) 
Collage taken 
from A Week of 
Kindness. 
Oedipus  

GUIDING QUESTIONS:   
1.  Identify and analyze the symbols used in Max Ernst’s collage.  Explain how the 
symbol--the Sphinx, the man, the corpse, and the enclosed carriage--represents an idea 
or expresses a theme in  Sophocles’ tragedy, Antigone.   
 

Possible answer.   
The Sphinx:  

 in Greek mythology, a winged creature with a lion's body and a woman's 
head. The sphinx strangled all who could not answer its riddle, but killed itself 
when Oedipus correctly answered the riddle; 

 in Egyptian mythology, a creature with a lion's body and the head of a man, 
ram, or bird. 

The man with the head of a bird: 

 a bird-man might symbolize flight and freedom; 

 supernatural link between the heavens and the earth; 

 bird-man is looking away from the Sphinx and the corpse suggesting a desire 
for new opportunities in times of adversity. 

The corpse,  

 Oedipus’s father, recently slain by his son; 

 The corpse of Polyneices lying unburied on a field of battle. 
The enclosed carriage 

 the family of Oedipus is entrapped and unable to escape the prophecy; 

 the enclosed carriage represents the bird-man as powerless before fate and/or 
the staring Sphinx. 

GUIDING QUESTIONS for Advanced Learners: 

1.  How is the riddle of the Sphinx and the terrible fate awaiting the family of Oedipus 
depicted in Max Ernst’s collage?  

 

The Riddle of the Sphinx 
     When Oedipus came to the gates of Thebes, a sphinx, a terrible monster with the 
body of a lion and head and torso of a woman, was guarding the gates.   She allowed 
no one to enter or leave the city without answering the riddle that she posed. If the 
traveler could not answer correctly, she would kill and devour him. As no one had 
yet come up with the right answer, the sphinx was well-fed, and the city of Thebes 
was effectively cut off from all trade and all contact with the world outside the city 
walls.  
     When Oedipus reached the gates of the city, the creature posed her riddle: What 
walks on four legs in the morning, two legs at noon, and three legs in the evening? 
Oedipus solved the riddle, answering that man crawls on all fours in infancy, walks 
upright on two legs in adulthood, and uses a cane as a third leg in old age. The 
sphinx was so frustrated that Oedipus had answered her riddle that she threw 
herself from the city walls, and died there on the road in front of the city that she 
had terrorized for so long.  

Possible answer.   
The mythical character of Oedipus is here depicted with the head of a bird. The collage 
tells his story, the murder of his father, in particular, and the riddle of the Sphinx. Is the 
body on the floor of the carriage Oedipus’s father, recently slain by his son, or some 
other victim? The most famous prophesy is devoted to how his parents wounded his feet 
to be sure that he would never come back after being abandoned. In order to prevent 
the Oracle’s prophesy that any son born to Laius would kill him, Oedipus’ father, Laius,  
pinned his ankles together so he could not crawl and abandoned the baby on a nearby 
mountain.  However, a sympathetic servant found the baby, took him to Polybus, the 
king of Corinth, who adopted the child and gave him the name Oedipus meaning 
"swollen foot" in ancient Greek after the swelling from the injuries to his feet and 
ankles.  The image of the Sphinx represents the omnipotent fulfillment of the Oracle’s 
prophecy.   
 

2. Analyze how Max Ernst creates Freudian motifs associated with Oedipus’s conflict 
with the Sphinx in this collage entitled Oedipus.  What elements of fear and hope 
are revealed in this conflict between male and female principles in this artistic 
connection to Sophocles’ classical drama, Antigone? 
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Possible answer.  The collage suggests Freudian motifs associations with the infancy, 
fears, and hopes of the young king.  The Sphinx could be an interpretation of Freud’s 
Oedipus Complex as a struggle between male and female principles. 
 

Formative Assessment/ Rubrics, if applicable 
 

Class discussion(s) on text-dependent comprehension questions OR writing responses 
(graphic organizers, reader response journals, or prewriting activities) serve as 
formative assessments. 

Summative Assessment/ Culminating Independent 
Writing Task 
 

Use this during and after reading to prepare 
for the Culminating Activity – Writing Task  
as the Summative Assessment in Week 8 
 

Carol Booth Olson lesson plan found at www.classzone.com 
Analyze the Characters 
 

1. Continue to add textual evidence from each 
character’s statements and actions, his or her 
personality traits, beliefs, and motivations, and the 
conflicts he or she faces.  

2. This textual evidence will be used for the 
independent writing assessment in week 8. 

Extension Activities/Further Resources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Technology: 
Use Discovery Education Curriculum Aligned Resources (www.discoveryeducation.com ) 
or other online resources to support the reading of this classical Greek drama and 
explore the theme in the tragedy. 

Greek Drama: Tragedy & Comedy 
A Tragic Flaw 
Individual & Society: Crime, Punishment, & Oppression 

 

Cross Genre Connections OR Across Text or Non-Text Sources:  
Fine Arts (Max Ernst) 
 
Media –Media Smart DVD:   
Compare Film and Written Versions  
Informational Text Connection:   
 
Graphic Organizers at www.classzone.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.classzone.com/
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=C1AA916D-90C0-4DFC-9D61-A71E8165E96C
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=461D11F8-62C1-4AB0-8CD8-3F589F1553D2
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=461D11F8-62C1-4AB0-8CD8-3F589F1553D2
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=338F7F8A-B3AC-4F6F-A5ED-EE81AF73DE4B
http://www.classzone.com/
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English Language Learner (ELL) Resources and Strategies 

Content Knowledge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Academic Vocabulary 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Related Words 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vocabulary Idioms/Figurative language/Sayings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discussion Prompt 

 
 

Use the following Discovery Education media links to build content background on 
Greek Mythology.  

 http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=07D2B954-
D3D2-424B-AF57-85BDB62948FA 

 http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=5850C387-
8DFE-4FBD-80E2-07EB4C5DAF8F 

Discuss with students whether each expression or idiom refers to time, place, physical 
activity, or thoughts/emotions. Then have the students write the meaning of each.  
Meanings are provided for teachers’ use. 
 

Idiom Refers to Means 

 1. a dog’s age 

 

time  a long period of time 

 

 

 2. stick it out (line 41)   persevere, manage 

 3. in a position (line 57)   in circumstances, in a 
situation 

 4. at any rate (line 61)   at least 

 5. to go astray (line 90)   to do something wrong, 
make mistakes 

 6. What does my age matter? (line 98)  What difference does my age 
make? 

 7. Not at all (line 100)   No! 

 8. to a man (line 102)   all the people 

  

Review/introduce the meaning of subordinate “to be submissive or obedient.”   

Introduce and discuss the following interrelated words from Creon’s monologue.  Have 
students to create sentences using these words. 

 attentive (line 14), “considerate, thoughtful” 

 dutiful (line 14), “obedient” 

 authority (line 33), “power” 

 commands (line 39), “orders” 

 discipline (line 45), “order, restraint” 

 
Define and discuss  these similes and metaphors from the ode: 

 damnation rises behind each child like a wave (lines 3–4), “tragedy follows 

the children of Oedipus” 

 So lately this last flower of Oedipus’ line /Drank the sunlight! (lines 10–11), 

“Oedipus’ daughters were alive and beautiful” 

 Or they walk with fixed eyes, as blind men walk (line 24), “they are not 

aware of the truth” 

 
Have student think of a situation in which somebody intercedes on behalf of a friend 
who is being punished unfairly. Why might this intervention make things worse?  Write 
a paragraph explaining your position in this matter.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=07D2B954-D3D2-424B-AF57-85BDB62948FA
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=07D2B954-D3D2-424B-AF57-85BDB62948FA
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=5850C387-8DFE-4FBD-80E2-07EB4C5DAF8F
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=5850C387-8DFE-4FBD-80E2-07EB4C5DAF8F
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Student Copy 
 

Text Title:  Antigone - Sophocles  
McDougal Littell Literature, pp. 966 - 1009 
Genre/Text Structure:  Classical Drama – Greek Tragedy 

Targeted Text Selection – SCENE 2 and SCENE 3 
Pages 980 – 993 

 [RL.9–10; W.9-10; SL.9-10] 

Targeted Text Selection - SCENE 2 and SCENE 3 
Pages 980 - 993 

Vocabulary Teacher and Student-Generated  

Text-Dependent Questions 

   lines 110 – 130 in Scene 2 pp. 984-985 
110  Creon. He would: for you honor a traitor as much as 

him. 
Antigone. His own brother, traitor or not, and equal in 
blood. 
Creon. He made war on his country. Eteocles defended 
it. 
Antigone. Nevertheless, there are honors due all the 
dead. 
Creon. But not the same for the wicked as for the just. 

115  Antigone. Ah Creon, Creon, 
Which of us can say what the gods hold wicked? F 
Creon. An enemy is an enemy, even dead. 
Antigone. It is my nature to join in love, not hate. 
Creon (finally losing patience). Go join them, then; if 
you must have your love, 

120  Find it in hell! 
Choragus. But see, Ismene comes: 
(Enter Ismene, guarded.) 
Those tears are sisterly; the cloud 
That shadows her eyes rains down gentle sorrow. 
Creon. You too, Ismene, 

125  Snake in my ordered house, sucking my blood 
Stealthily—and all the time I never knew 
That these two sisters were aiming at my throne! 
Ismene, 
Do you confess your share in this crime or deny it? 
Answer me. 

130  Ismene. Yes, if she will let me say so. I am guilty. 
 

 
 
 
 

line 122 - The 
cloud/That 
shadows her eyes 
rains down gentle 
sorrow:  metaphor  
 
 
 
 
 
line 125 - Snake in 
my ordered house, 
sucking my blood:   
 

GUIDING QUESTION:  How do the views of Creon and 
Antigone differ regarding loyalty to family and principle? 
 
(Q1)  Which statement sums up Creon’s outlook and loyalty? 
 
 
(Q2)  How does Antigone’s thinking about the gods differ 
from Creon’s thinking? 
 
 
(Q3)  What does Creon accuse the sisters of? 
How does Ismene respond to his accusation? 
How has Ismene changed since the beginning of the play? 
Analyze Antigone’s statement  “It is my nature to join in love, 
not hate” (line 118). 
What message about love is Sophocles developing? How is 
this related to Oedipus’ illicit love? 
 

 
 

Ode 2 – lines 1 – 28 – Scene 2 - page 987 
1      Chorus. Fortunate is the man who has never tasted  

God’s vengeance! 
Where once the anger of heaven has struck, that 
house is shaken 
Forever: damnation rises behind each child 
Like a wave cresting out of the black northeast, 

5      When the long darkness under sea roars up 
And bursts drumming death upon the wind-whipped 
sand. 
I have seen this gathering sorrow from time long past 
Loom upon Oedipus’ children: generation from 
generation 
Takes the compulsive rage of the enemy god. 

10    So lately this last flower of Oedipus’ line 
Drank the sunlight! but now a passionate word 
And a handful of dust have closed up all its beauty. i 
What mortal arrogance 
Transcends the wrath of Zeus? 

15    Sleep cannot lull him, nor the effortless long months 

 
lines 3-4 – 
damnation rises 
behind each child 
like a wave:   
 

 
 

lines 10-11 – So 
lately this last 
flower of Oedipus’ 
line / Drank the 
sunlight!:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Q4)  What is the theme of Ode 2? 
 
 
 
(Q5)  How does the ode expand on the subject of death? How 
does the sea imagery in the first verse of the ode underscore 
the idea that Antigone and Ismene are doomed? 
 
 
 
(Q6)  The first half of the poem refers to the house of 
Oedipus, the second half to the house of Creon.  What does 
the poem suggest about how the two houses are linked? 
 
 
(Q7) Explain the last three lines of the ode.  To whom do 
these lines apply? 
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Of the timeless gods: but he is young forever, 
And his house is the shining day of high Olympus. 
All that is and shall be, 
And all the past, is his. 

20    No pride on earth is free of the curse of heaven. 
The straying dreams of men 
May bring them ghosts of joy: 
But as they drowse, the waking embers burn them; 
Or they walk with fixed eyes, as blind men walk. 

25    But the ancient wisdom speaks for our own time: 
Fate works most for woe 
With Folly’s fairest show. 
Man’s little pleasure is the spring of sorrow. j 

 
 
 

lines 26 - 28 
fate 
 
woe 
 
folly 
 
spring 

lines 11 - 74 in Scene 3 – pp 988 - 990 
 

11   Creon. Good. That is the way to behave: subordinate 
Everything else, my son, to your father’s will. 
This is what a man prays for, that he may get 
Sons attentive and dutiful in his house, 

15    Each one hating his father’s enemies, 
Honoring his father’s friends. But if his sons 
Fail him, if they turn out unprofitably, 
What has he fathered but trouble for himself 
And amusement for the malicious? a 
So you are right 

20    Not to lose your head over this woman. 
Your pleasure with her would soon grow cold, 
Haemon, 
And then you’d have a hellcat in bed and elsewhere. 
Let her find her husband in hell! 
Of all the people in this city, only she 

25    Has had contempt for my law and broken it. 
Do you want me to show myself weak before the 
people? 
Or to break my sworn word? No, and I will not. 
The woman dies. 
I suppose she’ll plead “family ties.” Well, let her. 

30    If I permit my own family to rebel, 
How shall I earn the world’s obedience? 
Show me the man who keeps his house in hand, 
He’s fit for public authority. 
I’ll have no dealings 
With lawbreakers, critics of the government: 

35    Whoever is chosen to govern should be obeyed— 
Must be obeyed, in all things, great and small, 
Just and unjust! O Haemon, 
The man who knows how to obey, and that man only, 
Knows how to give commands when the time comes. 

40    You can depend on him, no matter how fast 
The spears come: he’s a good soldier; he’ll stick it out. 
Anarchy, anarchy! Show me a greater evil! 
This is why cities tumble and the great houses rain 
down; 
This is what scatters armies! b 

45    No, no: good lives are made so by discipline. 
We keep the laws then, and the lawmakers, 
And no woman shall seduce us. If we must lose, 
Let’s lose to a man, at least! Is a woman stronger than 
we? c 
Choragus. Unless time has rusted my wits, 

50    What you say, King, is said with point and dignity. 

  
 
(Q8)  What is Creon’s view of family relationships?  
 
 
 
(Q9)  Why does Creon fear breaking his word (line 27)?  Why 
does Creon decide to ignore family ties? 
 
. 
 
(Q10)  Cite textual evidence in lines for ways Creon’s 
perception of women contributes to his conflict with 
Antigone.   
 
 
 
(Q11)  How do Haemon’s views of government differ from 
Creon’s? 
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Haemon (boyishly earnest). Father: 
Reason is God’s crowning gift to man, and you are 
right 
To warn me against losing mine. I cannot say— 
I hope that I shall never want to say!—that you 

55    Have reasoned badly. Yet there are other men 
Who can reason, too; and their opinions might be 
helpful. 
You are not in a position to know everything 
That people say or do, or what they feel: 
Your temper terrifies them—everyone 

60    Will tell you only what you like to hear. d 
But I, at any rate, can listen; and I have heard them 
Muttering and whispering in the dark about this girl. 
They say no woman has ever, so unreasonably, 
Died so shameful a death for a generous act: 

65    “She covered her brother’s body. Is this indecent? 
She kept him from dogs and vultures. Is this a crime? 
Death? She should have all the honor that we can give 
her!” 
This is the way they talk out there in the city. 
You must believe me: 

70    Nothing is closer to me than your happiness. 
What could be closer? Must not any son 
Value his father’s fortune as his father does his? 
I beg you, do not be unchangeable: 
Do not believe that you alone can be right. 

75    The man who thinks that, 
 
 

Ode 3 – lines 1 – 16 – Scene 3 - p 993 
 

1      Chorus. Love, unconquerable j 
Waster of rich men, keeper 
Of warm lights and all-night vigil 
In the soft face of a girl: 

5      Sea wanderer, forest visitor! 
Even the pure immortals cannot escape you, 
And mortal man, in his one day’s dusk, 
Trembles before your glory. 
Surely you swerve upon ruin 

10    The just man’s consenting heart, 
As here you have made bright anger 
Strike between father and son— 
And none has conquered but Love! 
A girl’s glance working the will of heaven: 

15    Pleasure to her alone who mocks us, 
         Merciless Aphrodite. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
line 2 - keeper / Of 
warm lights and 
[keeper of] all-night 
vigil:   

 
 
(Q12)  What message of love is expressed in this ode?  How 
does the ode relate to the exchange between Creon and 
Haemon? 
 
 
 
(Q13)  What are the 
emerging themes?   
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 GUIDING QUESTION:   

 Identify and analyze the symbols used in Max Ernst’s collage.  Explain  how 
the symbol--the Sphinx, the man, the corpse, and the enclosed carriage--
represents an idea or expresses a theme in  Sophocles’ tragedy, Antigone.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GUIDING QUESTIONS for Advanced Learners  

 How is the riddle of the Sphinx and the terrible fate awaiting  the family of 
Oedipus depicted in Max Ernst’s collage?  

The Riddle of the Sphinx 
     When Oedipus came to the gates of Thebes, a sphinx, a terrible monster with the 
body of a lion and head and torso of a woman, was guarding the gates.   She allowed 
no one to enter or leave the city without answering the riddle that she posed. If the 
traveler could not answer correctly, she would kill and devour him. As no one had yet 
come up with the right answer, the sphinx was well-fed, and the city of Thebes was 
effectively cut off from all trade and all contact with the world outside the city walls.  
     When Oedipus reached the gates of the city, the creature posed her riddle: What 
walks on four legs in the morning, two legs at noon, and three legs in the evening? 
Oedipus solved the riddle, answering that man crawls on all fours in infancy, walks 
upright on two legs in adulthood, and uses a cane as a third leg in old age. The sphinx 
was so frustrated that Oedipus had answered her riddle that she threw herself from 
the city walls, and died there on the road in front of the city that she had terrorized for 
so long.  

 

Write a SUMMARIZATION: 
 

 How do the views of Creon and Antigone differ regarding loyalty to family and principle? 

 What are the emerging themes?   
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