
 
The Secret Garden 
 
An Exemplar Reading Lesson 



Exemplar Texts 

Text samples provided to demonstrate the 
level of complexity and quality the CCSS 
require (Appendix  B) 

Choices serve as guideposts in helping 
teachers select similar complexity, quality 
and range for their own classrooms 

They are not a partial or complete 
reading list. 



Visualizing Planning and Instruction  

Planning Teaching 

Overarching Question 

Overarching Question 

Author and You/Analytical Questions 

Author and You/Think and Search/Inference 

Author and You/Think and Search/Inference 

Think and Search 

Right There/Literal 

Author and You/Analytical Questions 

Author and You/Think and Search/Inference 

Author and You/Think and Search/Inference 

Think and Search 

Right There/Literal 







Rigorous Planner 







Close Analytic Read Activity 

 Read the story  

 Think about what is the 
most important 
learning to be drawn 
from the text. (key 
idea(s) 

 Develop an over arching 
question that addresses 
the key idea(s).  

 Create a series of 
sequential questions 
that are always 
evidenced in the text to 
bring the reader to an 
understanding of the 
over arching question 
or performance task.   

 



                   Close Analytic Read  
                    Rules of the Road 

 The text is the expert – not the teacher 

Foster student confidence and independence by 
having students reread the passage, consult 
illustrations. 

 
  Student support is in pairs, small groups and whole 
     class settings.  

Structure and time for collaboration, discussing and 
processing help students internalize the skill.  
 

 Goal is total understanding of text. 

Don’t rush through – have patience with a slower 
learning process that is required by the standards 
and format of instruction. (close analytic reading) 



Close Analytic Read  
Rules of the Road 

In primary grades, Read Alouds are 
expected. 

 

Front-loading should be done judiciously. 

 The content should be embedded both in the text 
and illuminated by the discussion questions, 
writing activities, and extension activities.  

 

Selected text should enhance student 
literacy – based exercises and allow them 
to practice analyzing content based themes. 



Close Analytic Read  
Rules of the Road 

Close analytic reading of exemplar text should 
include: 
 

Learning Objectives – 4-5 days on an exemplar text 
 

Reading Tasks – independence is the goal through 
multiple encounters with the text, carefully planned and 
sequenced questioning with answers that are always 
evidenced in text. 

 
Discussion/Language/Vocabulary Tasks – activities 

that encourage discussion, inferring meaning from 
context, and attention to academic language. High value 
words should be discussed and lingered over during the 
instructional sequence.  



Close Analytic Read  
Rules of the Road 

Close analytic read should include: 
 

 Sentence Syntax Tasks – Engage students in a close 
examination of complex sentences to discover how they are 
built and how they convey meaning. Unpacking complex text 
focuses on both the precise meaning of what the author is 
saying and why the author might have constructed the 
sentence in a particular fashion. 

 

 Writing Tasks – Students may paraphrase, synthesize 
ideas, support opinions, or explain relationships in a 
culmination activity to organize and make sense of their 
thinking and learning.  



Creating Text-Dependent Questions 
for Close Analytic Reading of Texts 

 Step One: Identify the core Understandings and Key Ideas of the Text 

 

 Step Two: Start Small to Build Confidence 

 

 Step Three: Target Vocabulary and Text Structure 

 

 Step Four: Tackle Tough Section Head On 

 

 Step Five: Create Coherent Sequences of Text Dependent Questions 

 

 Step Six: Identify the Standards being Addressed 

 

 Step Seven: Create the Culminating Assessment  



Question-Answer  
Relationships 



Question-Answer  

Relationships 

Cognitive Complexity Levels 
Low Complexity Moderate 

Complexity 
High Complexity 

One step 
problem 
 
Recall 
Observe 
Question 
Represent basic 
facts 
 
Demonstrate 
simple skills or 
abilities 
 
Basic 
understanding 
of text 
 
Verbatim recall 
 
Simple 
understanding 
of a word or 
phrase 

Two step 
problem: 
comprehension & 
subsequent 
processing of text 
 
Summarize 
Infer 
Classify 
Gather 
Organize 
Compare 
Display 
 
Possibly 
Explain 
Describe 
Interpret 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heavy demands on 
student thinking 
 
Analyze & synthesize 
information 
 
Explain 
Generalize 
Multiple Connections 
 
Requires several steps 
involving abstract 
reasoning and planning 
 
Support thinking 
 
Identifying theme 
Implicit main idea 
Making complex 
inferences within/across 
texts 
 
Take information from 
minimum one portion of 
text & apply to ne 
information to a new 
task 
 
Perform complex 
analyses of connections 
among texts 

Task 
Cards 



The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett 

Students explain the selfish behavior by Mary and make inferences regarding  the 

impact of the cholera outbreak in Frances Hodgson Burnett’s The Secret Garden by 

explicitly referring to details and examples from the text. RL.4.1 

 

 

 





Day 1-Seed Discussion 

 After reading this chapter 
you will be leading your 
own discussions.  

 You aren’t just going to 
answer my questions, 
instead you are to identify 
and develop topics 
important to your own 
thinking.  

 As you read, think of one 
important thing to discuss 
and write it down. 

 Remember we want to 
develop strong seeds that 
will lead to lots of 
discussion about the topic. 

Possibilities for seeds: 

 

• Information or situations 

that I don’t understand 

• Comments about what I 

have learned  

• Things that seem 

interesting or surprising  

• Vocabulary I  want to 

know about  

• Descriptive writing I 

particularly enjoyed  

• Things that remind me of 

other things I know 

The Secret Garden 



Day 1- Guiding Question 

Purpose Setting: 
The story begins by 
informing the reader 
that Mary is sent to 
Misselthwaite Manor. 
Read to discover why 
Mary moves to 
England. 

Guiding Question: 
What happened just 
before the main 
character left India? 



Day 2- Vocabulary  

Purpose Setting: Mary 
is seen as an incredibly 
disagreeable child even 
though she comes from a 
wealthy family. Reread to 
understand why the 
author uses the word 
“tyrannical” to describe 
Mary.  

• Close Analytical Read include 
questions/discussions focusing on 
vocabulary (sentence structure & 
use of literal/nonliteral language) 

• After reading discuss the situation 
of the servants in the novel. How 
does Mary regard her Ayah and the 
servants? 

• Spectrum of a Word, Concept of a 
Definition Map 

 





tyrannical 

ruling 

unjustly 
pleasant 

pleasing 

enjoyable 

cruel or 

harsh 

terrorizing 

irrationally 

insisting on 

complete 

obedience 

dictator T-Rex bullying 

Love Bird voting 
U.S. 

President 



Day 3-Word Array 
Negative Positive 
Tyrannical  Pleasing 

Dictatorial- absolute 

power 

  

Democratic- shares 

power  

Bully-aggression 

  

Charm-persuasion 

Bossy- in charge 

  

Part of the team 

Overbearing 

  

Meek 

Tough 

  

Pleasant 

Harsh 

  

Lenient 

Unforgiving 

  

Forgiving  

Difficult 

  

Easy going 

Demanding 

  

Understanding 

Dictatorial 

Bully 

Bossy 

Overbearing 

Tough 

Harsh 

Unforgiving 

Difficult 

Demanding 

Democratic Charm 

Part of the team 

Meek 

Pleasant 

Lenient 

Forgiving  

Easy going 

Understanding 



Day 2 – Guiding Question 

 Think about the word 
tyrannical in the 
sentence below: 

 By the time she was six 
years old, she was as 
tyrannical and selfish a 
little pig as ever seen. 
Based on what you’ve 
read, what does 
tyrannical mean in the 
sentence above? 



Day 3-Character Development 
 

Purpose Setting: Mary 
has been orphaned and 
brought up by servants 
who dislike and fear her. 
Reread to find words in 
the text to describe the 
main character. 

 

 Teacher models 
Author’s Toolbox for 
Bringing 
a Character to Life 

 With a partner, reread 
The Secret Garden to 
complete the Author’s 
Toolbox… 

 

 

 



Character Development/Point of View 

27 

Character 
Development/Point of View 
Other ways to say… 

describe     character     bother     
feels  change  attitude     
opinion 

Understanding how the character is developed by the writer 

helps the reader understand the events of a text. 



Students explain the 

selfish behavior by 

Mary and make 

inferences regarding  

the impact of the 

cholera outbreak in 

Frances Hodgson 

Burnett’s The Secret 

Garden by explicitly 

referring to details 

and examples from 

the text. RL.4.1 





Day 3 – Guiding Question 

How do the sentence 
structures employed in the 
story draw the reader’s 
attention to the fact that 
Mary is spoiled and 
unhappy? Whom does the 
author hold responsible for 
her behavior? 

 



Day 4-Story Structure-Character 
Development 

Purpose Setting: 
Mary spends a vast 
majority of her time 
alone, and the text 
implies that this 
loneliness is a large 
factor in her 
disagreeable 
disposition. Reread 
to explain what other 
circumstances 
significantly 
impacted Mary. 

 

 



Text Coding/ Selective Highlighting 

 Helps to understand the importance of major concepts within a 
piece of text 

 Extends text discussion 

 Dictated by the essential question and/or the theme to help to set 
the purpose for reading 

 Some markings may stand alone 

 Other markings may overlap 

P - What happened that formed and  

      shaped Mary’s personality? 

 

C - How has the cholera outbreak 

      affected Mary? 



P 

C 



Day 4 – Guiding Question 

How is the 
lack of 
Mary’s 
parents in 
her life 
affecting 
her? 

 



Day 5-Descriptive Idiomatic & 
Figurative Language 

 Purpose Setting: 
Mary wakes to a day 
that just feels wrong. 
Reread to infer what 
has gone awry in 
Mary’s household. 

 

 Read independently 

 Complete Inference 
Chart 

 Read aloud by teacher 

 

 



Inferring: IT SAYS. . .I SAY. . .AND SO 

 Target skills: Making inferences, drawing conclusions 

Similar and related strategies: QAR’s, Reciprocal Questioning 

 Process 

Introduce the strategy by using a short, 

familiar text, a fairy tale, for example. 

Provide students with a question/questions 

requiring inferential thinking. 

Model the use of the chart with students. 

Have students evaluate their reasoning 

processes. It is helpful to have students 

discuss their responses in small groups. 

 

QUESTION IT SAYS I SAY AND SO 

Read the question. Find info. from the text 
to help you answer the 
question.  

Consider what you know 
about the information 

Put together the 
information from the 
text with what you 
know, then answer the 
question. 



 Students can either paraphrase or 
quote from the text to complete the 
“It Says” column. 

 Be discriminating when writing 
questions. If you have several 
inferential questions, you might 
consider having students work in 
small groups in a jigsaw format to 
answer questions. Also, you don’t 
need to invent every question; you 
might, for example, use inferential 
questions from a textbook. 

 The ultimate goal is for students to 
be able to do inferential thinking on 
their own, in their heads. The chart 
provides scaffolding for students as 
it’s needed. Even proficient readers 
can benefit, however, from 
periodically reviewing their thinking 
processes. 

 

Just one more thought… 





There was something 

mysterious in the air that 

morning. Nothing was 

done in its regular order 

and several of the native 

servants seemed missing, 

while those whom Mary 

saw slunk or hurried about 

with ashy and scared 

faces. But no one would 

tell her anything and her 

Ayah did not come.  

Based on the evidence 

from the text, there is a 

sense or feeling that 

something is wrong. It 

began when her Ayah 

didn’t show up. Several of 

the other  servants were 

missing as well. They all 

appeared to be nervous 

and terribly frightened and 

no one would tell Mary 

what had happened.    

A logical conclusion is  

that her feeling of dread 

foreshadows the 

significant changes that 

will beset her life due to 

the cholera outbreak 

and the death of her 

parent’s and her Ayah. 



Performance Task/Essential Question 

Students explain the selfish behavior by Mary and make inferences 
regarding  the impact of the cholera outbreak in Frances Hodgson 
Burnett’s The Secret Garden by explicitly referring to details and 
examples from the text.  

How does the author reveal Mary’s selfish behavior? 
 

A. By comparing Mary to other children in the village. 

B. By explaining Mary’s relationship with her mother.  

C. By explaining how Mary was raised by her Ayah. 

D. By describing Mary as sickly, fretful and ugly.  

 

 

How did the cholera outbreak impact Mary’s life? 
A. She lost the only person she every cared about.  

B. Her mom gave her up to escape the disease.  

C. The English governess came to teach her. 

D. She lost her beloved hibiscus garden.  



Teacher Modeling/Think Aloud  
• Teacher/student analyze question by discussing what is necessary to fulfill the 
requirement of the task  
• Teacher/students examine text to support the responses  

 

Write Answers To The Questions  
• Students write individual answers  
• Students share written responses in pairs/groups  

 

Improving Responses  
Compare and Justify  
• Guide students in discussing whether the answer fulfills the reading concepts embodied 
in the task and are supported by the selection  
 
Develop Better Responses  
• Use student responses to build and model complete paraphrased text-based answers  

 

 
Application For Ongoing Instruction  
• Students practice responding to similar questions and apply strategies independently 
with various texts  
• Teachers select assessments for primary and secondary standards 

 

Performance Task 
Instructional Procedure  



Day 5 – Performance Task 

Explain Mary’s selfish 
behavior and make 
inferences regarding 
the impact of the 
cholera outbreak in 
Frances Hodgson 
Burnett’s The Secret 
Garden by explicitly 
referring to details 
and examples from 
the text.  

 



 
The Secret Garden 
 
An Exemplar Reading Lesson 



Question-Answer  
Relationships 



Day 1-Seed Discussion 

 After reading this chapter 
you will be leading your 
own discussions.  

 You aren’t just going to 
answer my questions, 
instead you are to identify 
and develop topics 
important to your own 
thinking.  

 As you read, think of one 
important thing to discuss 
and write it down. 

 Remember we want to 
develop strong seeds that 
will lead to lots of 
discussion about the topic. 

Possibilities for seeds: 

 

• Information or situations 

that I don’t understand 

• Comments about what I 

have learned  

• Things that seem 

interesting or surprising  

• Vocabulary I  want to 

know about  

• Descriptive writing I 

particularly enjoyed  

• Things that remind me of 

other things I know 

The Secret Garden 



Day 1- Guiding Question 

Purpose Setting: 
The story begins by 
informing the reader 
that Mary is sent to 
Misselthwaite Manor. 
Read to discover why 
Mary moves to 
England. 

Guiding Question: 
What happened just 
before the main 
character left India? 



Day 2- Vocabulary  

Purpose Setting: Mary 
is seen as an incredibly 
disagreeable child even 
though she comes from a 
wealthy family. Reread to 
understand why the 
author uses the word 
“tyrannical” to describe 
Mary.  

• Close Analytical Read include 
questions/discussions focusing on 
vocabulary (sentence structure & 
use of literal/nonliteral language) 

• After reading discuss the situation 
of the servants in the novel. How 
does Mary regard her Ayah and the 
servants? 

• Spectrum of a Word, Concept of a 
Definition Map 

 





Day 3-Word Array 
Negative Positive 
Tyrannical  Pleasing 

Dictatorial- absolute 

power 

  

Democratic- shares 

power  

Bully-aggression 

  

Charm-persuasion 

Bossy- in charge 

  

Part of the team 

Overbearing 

  

Meek 

Tough 

  

Pleasant 

Harsh 

  

Lenient 

Unforgiving 

  

Forgiving  

Difficult 

  

Easy going 

Demanding 

  

Understanding 

Dictatorial 

Bully 

Bossy 

Overbearing 

Tough 

Harsh 

Unforgiving 

Difficult 

Demanding 

Democratic Charm 

Part of the team 

Meek 

Pleasant 

Lenient 

Forgiving  

Easy going 

Understanding 



Day 2 – Guiding Question 

 Think about the word 
tyrannical in the 
sentence below: 

 By the time she was six 
years old, she was as 
tyrannical and selfish a 
little pig as ever seen. 
Based on what you’ve 
read, what does 
tyrannical mean in the 
sentence above? 



Day 3-Character Development 
 

Purpose Setting: 
Mary has been 
orphaned and brought 
up by servants who 
dislike and fear her. 
Reread to find words in 
the text to describe 
the main character. 

 

 With a partner, 
reread The Secret 
Garden to complete 
the Author’s 
Toolbox… 

 

 

 



Explain the selfish 

behavior by Mary 

and make 

inferences regarding  

the impact of the 

cholera outbreak in 

Frances Hodgson 

Burnett’s The Secret 

Garden by explicitly 

referring to details 

and examples from 

the text.  





Day 3 – Guiding Question 

How do the 
sentence 
structures 
employed in the 
story draw the 
reader’s attention 
to the fact that 
Mary is spoiled 
and unhappy? 
Whom does the 
author hold 
responsible for 
her behavior? 

 



Day 4-Story Structure-Character 
Development 

Purpose Setting: 
Mary spends a vast 
majority of her time 
alone, and the text 
implies that this 
loneliness is a large 
factor in her 
disagreeable 
disposition. Reread 
to explain what other 
circumstances 
significantly 
impacted Mary. 

 

 



Text Coding/ Selective Highlighting 

 Helps to understand the importance of major concepts within a 
piece of text 

 Extends text discussion 

 Dictated by the essential question and/or the theme to help to set 
the purpose for reading 

 Some markings may stand alone 

 Other markings may overlap 

P - What happened that formed and  

      shaped Mary’s personality? 

 

C - How has the cholera outbreak 

      affected Mary? 





Day 4 – Guiding Question 

How is the 
lack of 
Mary’s 
parents in 
her life 
affecting 
her? 

 



Day 5-Descriptive Idiomatic & 
Figurative Language 

 Purpose Setting: 
Mary wakes to a day 
that just feels wrong. 
Reread to infer what 
has gone awry in 
Mary’s household. 

 

 Read independently 

 Complete Inference 
Chart 

 Listen to read aloud 
by teacher 

 

 



Inferring: IT SAYS. . .I SAY. . .AND SO 

 Target skills: Making inferences, drawing conclusions 

Similar and related strategies: QAR’s, Reciprocal Questioning 

 Process 

Introduce the strategy by using a short, 

familiar text, a fairy tale, for example. 

Provide students with a question/questions 

requiring inferential thinking. 

Model the use of the chart with students. 

Have students evaluate their reasoning 

processes. It is helpful to have students 

discuss their responses in small groups. 

 

QUESTION IT SAYS I SAY AND SO 

Read the question. Find info. from the text 
to help you answer the 
question.  

Consider what you know 
about the information 

Put together the 
information from the 
text with what you 
know, then answer the 
question. 





Performance Task/Essential Question 

Students explain the selfish behavior by Mary and make inferences 
regarding  the impact of the cholera outbreak in Frances Hodgson 
Burnett’s The Secret Garden by explicitly referring to details and 
examples from the text.  

How does the author reveal Mary’s selfish behavior? 
 

A. By comparing Mary to other children in the village. 

B. By explaining Mary’s relationship with her mother.  

C. By explaining how Mary was raised by her Ayah. 

D. By describing Mary as sickly, fretful and ugly.  

 

 

How did the cholera outbreak impact Mary’s life? 
A. She lost the only person she every cared about.  

B. Her mom gave her up to escape the disease.  

C. The English governess came to teach her. 

D. She lost her beloved hibiscus garden.  



Day 5 – Performance Task 

Explain Mary’s selfish 
behavior and make 
inferences regarding 
the impact of the 
cholera outbreak in 
Frances Hodgson 
Burnett’s The Secret 
Garden by explicitly 
referring to details 
and examples from 
the text.  

 



                                                                                                                                                                      Appendix B  
                                                                                                                                                                      pages 63-64 

 

Before Mary arrives at Misselthwaite Manor, a cholera disease devastated the Indian 
village in which she was born, killing both her parents and the “Ayah”, an Indian 
servant, who cared for her. Cholera is a disease caused by the lack of clean water 
and was common in under-developed countries. 

The Secret Garden 

Burnett, Frances Hodgson. 
 

“There’s No One Left” 

When Mary Lennox was sent to Misselthwaite Manor to live with her uncle everybody said she was the most 
disagreeable-looking child ever seen.  It was true, too.  She had a little thin face and a little thin body, thin light 
hair and a sour expression.  Her hair was yellow, and her face was yellow because she had been born in India 
and had always been ill in one way or another.  Her father had held a position under the English Government 
and had always been busy and ill himself, and her mother had been a great beauty who cared only to go to 
parties and amuse herself with gay people.  She had not wanted a little girl at all, and when Mary was born 
she handed her over to the care of an Ayah, who was made to understand that if she wished to please the 
Mem Sahib she must keep the child out of sight as much as possible.  So when she was a sickly, fretful, ugly 
little baby she was kept out of the way, and when she became a sickly, fretful, toddling thing she was kept out 
of the way also.  She never remembered seeing familiarly anything but the dark faces of her Ayah and the 
other native servants, and as they always obeyed her and gave her her own way in everything, because the 
Mem Sahib would be angry if she was disturbed by her crying, by the time she was six years old she was as 
tyrannical and selfish a little pig as ever lived.  The young English governess who came to teach her to read and 
write disliked her so much that she gave up her place in three months, and when other governesses came to 
try to fill it they always went away in a shorter time than the first one.  So if Mary had not chosen to really 
want to know how to read books she would never have learned her letters at all. 

One frightfully hot morning, when she was about nine years old, she awakened feeling very cross, and she 
became crosser still when she saw that the servant who stood by her bedside was not her Ayah.   

“Why did you come?” she said to the strange woman.  “I will not let you stay.  Send my Ayah to me.” 

The woman looked frightened, but she only stammered that the Ayah could not come and when Mary threw 
herself into a passion and beat and kicked her, she looked only more frightened and repeated that it was not 
possible for the Ayah to come to Missie Sahib. 

There was something mysterious in the air that morning.  Nothing was done in its regular order and several of 
the native servants seemed missing, while those whom Mary saw slunk or hurried about with ashy and scared 
faces.  But no one would tell her anything and her Ayah did not come.  She was actually left alone as the 
morning went on, and at last she wandered out into the garden and began to play by herself under a tree near 
the veranda.  She pretended that she was making a flower-bed, and she stuck big scarlet hibiscus blossoms 
into little heaps of earth, all the time growing more and more angry and muttering to herself the things she 
would say and the names she would call Saidie when she returned.  



Planning for a RIGOROUS Reading Lesson…   

 MDCPS - Division of Language Arts/Reading, May 2012 

 

 

 
Grade: 4                     Week of: ____________________________ 
Selection Title and/or Content Link: The Secret Garden           Literary (Fiction/Nonfiction)/Poem OR Informational (CIRCLE ONE) 
 

Identify Core Understanding & Key 
Idea of Text 
(Purpose/s for Rereading)  

Literal: Mary Lennox was a fretful child that was kept out of the way. 

Inferential:  The Ayah spoils Mary to keep her quiet. 

Analytical: The major events that shaped her life were her mother’s rejection and the loss of her Ayah due to cholera. 

Common Core State Standards & Next Generation Sunshine State Standards Instructional Resources 

Primary Standard  
 
 

 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
(CCSS-RL.4.1)  

 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s 
thoughts, words, or actions) (CCSS-RL.4.3) 

Next Generation SSS: LA.4.1.7.3, LA.4.1.7.4 

T Chart 
Character Analysis Chart 
Character Traits List 
 

Secondary Standard  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (CCSS-L.4a; L.4b; L.4c)  

 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.(CCSS L.5a; L.5b; L.5c) 

 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that 
signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being and that are basic to a particular topic. (CCSS L.6) 

Next Generation SSS: LA.4.2.1.7, LA.4.1.6.3, LA.4.1.6.4 

Concept of a Definition Map 

Performance Task 
(Culminating Independent 
Written Assessment) 

 Explain Mary’s selfish behavior and make inferences regarding the impact of the cholera outbreak on Mary Lennox in Frances Hodgson Burnett’s The Secret 
Garden by explicitly referring to details and examples from the text. (CCSS-R.4.1) 

Ongoing Standards (includes Vocabulary on back of planner) 

Text Structure Chronological Order 
Cause and Effect 
Foreshadowing 

Text Structure Chart/ One 
Sentence Summary 
Frames 
Prediction Chart 

Author’s Purpose Intent: to show/to tell the author’s main 
message… + Main Idea  

Author’s Purpose Chart: 
Intent + Main Idea = AP 

Topic Cholera epidemic  
Mary Lennox 
Secret Garden 
Misselthwaite Manor 

What is the subject? 
 

Author’s Perspective Without Mary’s parents’ attention and 
care she develops into a tyrant. 

What would the author 
probably read? Think? Agree 
with? 

Theme Natural and life events can shape a 
person’s personality 

What’s the message, 
generalization about life or 
lesson learned? 

Main Idea 
& Supporting  Details 
 
 

The author portrays Mary Lennox as a 
"tyrannical and selfish little pig”. She is 
cared for by the native servants who are 
obliged to give Mary whatever she wants. 
Thus, she becomes terribly spoiled and 
dictatorial.  
 

M. I Table/Two Column 
Chart (MI/D) 

Text Features (TF) 
 

Title  
Subtitle 
Introduction 
Picture 
 
 

Text Feature  Chart 
TF Analysis Chart 
 
 
 
 
 



Planning for a RIGOROUS Reading Lesson…   
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Language Standards Text Dependent Sequential Questions 
for a Close Analytical Read 

(literal, inferential, & analytical) 

Context Clues: Ayah, cross, servants, amuse 
Synonyms: little, thin; sickly, ill; fretful, crying; mysterious, strange 
Antonyms: slunk; hurried, beauty; ugly, work; parties  
Prefixes: disagreeable, disliked 
Suffixes: sickly, fretful, familiarly, frightfully, governess, tyrannical, mysterious 
Base Words: awakened, pretended, disagreeable 
Root Words (Latin /Greek): position 
Multiple Meaning: sour, please, cross, held, great, under 
Academic Words: Mem Sahib, veranda, cholera, governess, stammered, muttered, 
                               tyrannical 
Use Sentence Structure to Clarify Meaning: 

 She was the most disagreeable-looking child ever seen. 

 She had always been ill in one way or another. 

 When Mary was born, she handed her over to the care of an Ayah 

 She was kept out of the way…because the Mem Sahib would be angry if she was 
disturbed by her crying. 

 One frightfully hot morning, she awakened feeling very cross when she saw that the 
servant who stood by her bedside was not her Ayah.  

 Mary threw herself into a passion and beat and kicked her, 

 There was something mysterious in the air that morning. 
Analyze the use of Literal and Nonliteral Language: 

 She had a little thin face and a little thin body, thin light hair and a sour expression. 

 By the time she was six years old, she was a tyrannical and selfish a little pig as ever 
lived. 

 All the time growing more and more angry 

 Her hair was yellow, and her face was yellow because she had been born in India 
and had always been ill in one way or another. 

 
1. Who is the main character introduced in the story? 

2. Where did Mary live while her parents were alive? 

3. Why does Mary rarely see her parents while living in India? 

4. What happened to Mary’s parents? 

5. Where was Mary sent after her parents died? 

6. “Ayah” (line 8) How does the context of lines 1-15 help to clarify the meaning of this word? 

7. How does the author use imagery to illuminate Mary’s physical appearance? 

8. Consider the author’s physical descriptions of Mary. What does the author imply about internal 
and external beauty?  

9. What does the author mean when she says, “She never remembered seeing familiarly 
anything but the dark faces of her Ayah and the other native servants”? 

10. Why is Mary always given her way? 

11. Mary is six years old when she chases away the English governesses who were hired to 
teach her. Explain how this impacted Mary’s education?  

12. Describe how Mary feels when she wakes up on the day of the cholera outbreak? 

13. What does Mary do to the servant by her bed when she wakes up? Why? 

14. During the confusion of the epidemic, what happens to Mary? 

15. What is the reader meant to infer about the direction the story will take when he/she learns of 
Mary’s growing anger and subsequent actions in the garden?  

These questions are the stepping stones towards understanding the performance task. 

QAR’s 

Right There 
Think & Search 

Author & You 

On My Own 

Complexity of 

Questions: 

Low 

Moderate 

High 

 

 

QUESTION 

Task Cards 

 



 Planning for a RIGOROUS Reading Lesson…   

 MDCPS - Division of Language Arts/Reading, May 2012 

 
 

Grade: _                     Week of:____________________________ 
Selection Title and/or Content Link:                                             Literary (Fiction/Nonfiction)/Poem OR Informational (CIRCLE ONE) 

Identify Core 
Understanding & Key Idea 
of Text 
(Purpose/s for Rereading)  

Literal: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Inferential: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Analytical: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Common Core State Standards & Next Generation Sunshine State Standards Instructional Resources 

Primary Standard  

 

 ______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Secondary 

Standard 

 ______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 

Performance 

Task 
(Culminating Independent 
Written Assessment) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ongoing Standards (includes Vocabulary on back of planner) 
Text Structure  Text Structure Chart/ 

One Sentence 

Summary Frames 

Author’s Purpose 

(AP) 

 

 
 

Author’s Purpose Chart: 

Intent + Main Idea = AP 

Topic  
 

What is the subject? 

 
Author’s 

Perspective 

 What would the author 

probably read? Think? 
Agree with? 

Theme  What’ s the message, 

generalization about life or 

lesson learned? 

Main Idea 

& Supporting  

Details 

 M. I Table/Two 

Column Chart (MI/D) 
Text Features 

(TF) 

  Text Feature  Chart 

TF Analysis Chart 

Page-by-Page Chart 



 Planning for a RIGOROUS Reading Lesson…   

 MDCPS - Division of Language Arts/Reading, May 2012 

 
 

 

Language Standards Text Dependent Sequential Questions 

for a Close Analytical Read 
(literal, inferential, & analytical) 

Context Clues: _______________________________ 

Synonyms: ___________________________________ 

Antonyms: ___________________________________ 

Prefixes: ____________________________________ 

Suffixes: ____________________________________ 

Base Words: _________________________________ 

Root Words (Latin /Greek):______________________ 

Multiple Meaning: _____________________________ 
Academic Words: _____________________________ 
Use Sentence Structure to Clarify Meaning: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyze the use of Literal and Nonliteral Language: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
1. 

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  

11.  

12. 

 

These questions are the stepping stones towards understanding the performance task. 

QAR’s 
Right There 

Think & Search 

Author & You 
On My Own 

Complexity of 

Q uestions: 
Low 

Moderate 
High 

 

QUESTION 

Task Cards 

 



Daily Planner for Rigorous Reading Lessons 

Grade: 4                    Week of: __________________________________ 

HM Selection Title/HM Link/Separate Text: _The Secret Garden by Frances Burnett Literary (Fiction/Nonfiction)/Poem OR Informational  

MDCPS – Division of Language Arts/Reading, July 2012 
 

Primary Standard: LA.4.1.7.3 The student will determine explicit ideas and information in grade-level text, including but not limited to main idea, relevant supporting details, implied message, inferences, chronological 
order of events, summarizing, and paraphrasing; LA.4.1.7.4 The student will identify cause-and-effect relationships in text. LA.4.1.7.5 The student will identify the text structure an author uses (e.g., comparison/contrast, 
cause/effect, sequence of events) and explain how it impacts meaning in text; (CCSS-RL.4.1) Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the 
text. (CCSS-RL.4.3) Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions)  
Secondary Standard: LA.4.2.1.7 The student will identify and explain an author's use of descriptive, idiomatic, and figurative language (e.g., personification, similes, metaphors, symbolism), and examine how it is used to 
describe people, feelings, and objects;LA.4.2.1.8 The student will recognize that vocabulary and language patterns have changed in literary texts from the past to the present; (CCSS-L.4a; L.4b; L.4c) Determine or clarify 
the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.  
Performance Task Question: Explain the selfish behavior by Mary and make inferences regarding the impact of the cholera outbreak in Frances Hodgson Burnett’s The Secret Garden by explicitly referring to details and 
examples from the text. (CCSS-R.4.1) 

Day 1 
Focus Standard: 

Main Idea/ Key Details 

Day 2 
Focus Standard: 

Vocabulary 

Day 3 
Focus Standard: 

Character Development 

Day 4 
Focus Standard: 

Story Structure – Character 
Development 

Day 5 
Focus Standard: 

Descriptive, Idiomatic & Figurative 
Language 

Purpose Setting: The story begins by 
informing the reader that Mary is sent to 
Misselthwaite Manor. Read to discover 
why Mary moves to England. 
 

 Read independently 

 Seed discussion 

 Read aloud by teacher 

 Written response to Guiding Question 

 Share/ Revise  
 

       

Purpose Setting: Mary is seen as an 
incredibly disagreeable child even 
though she comes from a wealthy family. 
Reread to understand why the author 
uses the word “tyrannical” to describe 
Mary.  
 

 Close Analytical Read including 
questions/discussion focusing on 
vocabulary (sentence structure & use 
of literal/nonliteral language) 

 After reading discuss how Mary 
regards her Ayah and the servants? 

 Spectrum of a Word, Concept of a 
Definition Map, Word Array 
            

                 
 Written response to Guiding  

Question               
                                  

Purpose Setting: Mary has been 
orphaned and brought up by servants 
and governesses who dislike and fear 
her. Reread to find words in the text to 
describe the main character. 
 

 Teacher models Author’s Toolbox for 
Bringing a Character to Life 

 With a partner, reread The Secret 
Garden to complete the Author’ 
Toolbox… 

 

            
 

 Written response to Guiding Question 
Share/ revise  

Purpose Setting: Mary spends a vast 
majority of her time with servants and the 
text implies that this alienation is a large 
factor in her disagreeable disposition. 
Reread to explain what other 
circumstances significantly impacted 
Mary’s personality. 
 

 Reread and code the text by 
highlighting specific evidence to 
support the idea that Mary’s 
personality as well as the cholera 
outbreak played a significant role in 
the eventual outcomes of her life. 
 

 Text coding: 
        P = Personality- What 
               happened that formed and 
               shaped Mary’s personality? 

   C = Cholera- How has the 
          cholera outbreak affected 
          Mary? 

 Think-Pair-Share to discuss 
findings. 

                

 Written response to Guiding Question 
Share/ revise 

Purpose Setting: Mary wakes to a day 
that just feels wrong. Use words and 
phrases from the text to infer what has 
gone awry in Mary’s household. 
 

 Read independently 

 Complete Inference Chart 

 Read aloud by teacher 
 

         
 

 Written response to Guiding Question 

 Share/ Revise  
 

Guiding Question:  
What happened just before the main 
character left India? 
 
 
 
 

Guiding Question: 
Think about the word tyrannical in the 
sentence below: 
“By the time she was six years old, she 
was as tyrannical and selfish a little pig 
as ever seen.”  
 Based on what you’ve read, what does 
tyrannical mean in the sentence above? 

Guiding Question: 
How does the author draw the reader’s 
attention to the fact that Mary is spoiled 
and unhappy? Who does the author hold 
responsible for her behavior and why? 

Guiding Question: 
How is the lack of Mary’s parents in her 
life affecting her personality? 

Performance Task Question: 
Explain Mary’s selfish behavior and 
make inferences regarding the impact of 
the cholera outbreak in Frances Hodgson 
Burnett’s The Secret Garden by explicitly 
referring to details and examples from 
the text.                                                                           

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=the+secret+garden&start=178&um=1&hl=en&biw=1249&bih=615&tbm=isch&tbnid=HZZ54g4FGcVytM:&imgrefurl=http://carindraw.blogspot.com/2010/07/scene-from-secret-garden.html&docid=SquNAkXTVnnVAM&imgurl=http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_YkCCLccu3vY/TD0FJkFbmFI/AAAAAAAAAMA/XvsgLAJp0Hk/s1600/SecretGarden-Mary&robin.jpg&w=518&h=648&ei=ILLrT9WNAcfc2AXUtKnGAQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=326&vpy=51&dur=614&hovh=251&hovw=201&tx=88&ty=152&sig=106176984172876717359&page=7&tbnh=137&tbnw=118&ndsp=28&ved=1t:429,r:8,s:178,i:31


 
 

Making the Grade with the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards! 
FCAT 2.0 Grades 3-5 

Benchmark New Content Focus Instructional Support 
Materials 

Category 1: Vocabulary 
LA.3-5.1.6.3 Context Clues Context Clues Context Clue Chart 

LA.3-5.1.6.7 Base Words and Affixes Base Words 
Prefixes/Suffixes 
Roots (5

th
 grade only) 

Common Morpheme Chart 
Spectrum of a Word 

LA.3-5.1.6.8 Antonyms, Synonyms, 
Homographs, Homophones 

Antonyms  
Synonyms 

Concept of definition map 
Word Arrays,  
 

LA.3-5.1.6.9 Multiple Meanings in Context 
*Includes LA.3-5.1.6.6 Shades of Meaning 

Multiple Meanings  
Analyze Words in Text 
Shades of meaning 

Word Arrays, Tiered 
Vocabulary 

Category 2: Reading Application 

LA.3-5.1.7.2 Identify Author’s Purpose in text 
and how  Author’s Perspective influences text  

Author’s Purpose  
Author’s Perspective 

Author’s Purpose Chart 
 

LA.3-5.1.7.3 Main Idea, Relevant Supporting 
Details, Strongly Implied Message, Inference, 
Chronological Order 

Main idea/message (stated 
or implied) 
Relevant Details 
Chronological order 
*Conclusions/Inferences 

Two Column Notes: 
    Main Idea/ Details 
    Conclusion/Support 
Main Idea Table, Gist, 
Summary Pyramid, 
Time Line, Sequence Chain 
 Power Notes 
QAR’s 

LA.3-5.1.7.4 Cause and Effect Relationships  Cause and Effect Two Column Notes, 
Cause/Effect Chain  

 LA.3-5.1.7.5 Identify text structure and 
explain how it impacts meaning in text. 

Text Structure 
Organizational Patterns 
(e.g., compare/contrast, 
cause/effect, sequence of 
events) 

 Informational Text Structure 
Chart 
One Sentence Summarizers 
Pattern Puzzles 

LA.3-5 1.7.6 The student will identify 
themes or topics across a variety of fiction 
or nonfiction   

*Theme  
*Topics 
(Grade 3 within one text; 
only, Grades 4-5 within/ 
across texts) 

Theme Definition, Common 
Themes in Literature 

LA.3-5.1.7.7 Compare/Contrast Elements, 
Topics,  Settings, Characters, Problems in 
Single or Multiple Texts 
 

Compare (similarities: Grade 
3 within one text; Grades 4-5 
within/across texts) 
 

Contrast (differences: Grade 
3 within one text; Grades 4-5 
within/across texts) 

Venn Diagram,  
One Sentence Summarizers,  
Content Frame 

Category 3:Literary Analysis/ Fiction/Nonfiction 

LA.3-5.2.1.2 Elements Of Story Structure-
Character, Character Development, Setting, 
Plot, Problem/Solution  
 

Character Development 
Character Point Of View 
Setting 
Plot Development 
Problem/Resolution 

Story Map, Narrative Arch, 
Author’s Toolbox for Bringing 
a Character to Life 
Somebody/Wanted/But/So 
Split Open Mind, Turning 
Point Graphic, Character 
Chart, Events and Reactions 
Chart 
 
 



 

 
LA.3-5.2.1.7 Identify and explain the use of 
descriptive, idiomatic, and figurative 
language to describe people, feelings, and 
objects 

 
*Descriptive Language 
   (e.g. mood, imagery) 
*Figurative Language 
   (e.g. simile, metaphor,  
    personification) 

 
Mood Words, Tools Authors 
Use: Literary Devices and 
Figurative Language,  

LA.3-5.2.2.1 Explain and identify the 
purpose of text features 
 
(In Literary Texts) 

Text features 
(e.g., charts , headings, 
charts , graphs, diagrams, 
illustrations ,captions, maps, 
titles, subtitles, 
keys/legends, stanzas) 

Text Feature Chart,  

Category 4 : Informational Text/Research Process 

LA.3-5.6.1.1 Read and organize informational 
text and text features to perform a task 

Locate, Interpret, Organize 
Information 

 
Text Features  
(e.g., titles, subtitles, 
headings text boxes, 
subheadings, charts, graphs, 
diagrams, illustrations, 
captions, maps, key/legends) 
 

Texts with ample charts, 
graphs, pictures, or bullets 

LA.5.6.2.2 Determine the Validity and 
Reliability of information in text  
 

*Determine the Validity 
and Reliability Of 
Information 
(within/across texts) 

Conclusion Support -Two 
Column Notes 
 
Texts such as editorials, 
scientific articles or current 
events 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Curriculum & Instruction Division of Language Arts/Reading, 2010 
Adapted from FCAT 2.0 Reading Item Specifications, Grades 3-5, FLDOE 2010 

 



FCAT 2.0 Elementary Vocabulary 
Other Ways to Say . . .  

Curriculum & Instruction‐Division of Language Arts/Reading, December 2010   

 

 
Vocabulary 

(LA.3-5.1.6.3, 1.6.7, 1.6.8, 1.6.9) 
same                                           base word 
opposite                                      root 
mean                                           Latin root 
phrase                                         Greek root 
describe                                       prefix 
why use                                       suffix 
feeling created                            pair 
character doing when 
 

Author’s Purpose/Perspective 
(LA.3-5. 1.7.2) 

        Perspective                          Purpose 
mean                                    mean           purpose 
most likely                            describe       persuade 
most important                    explain        inform 
agree                                    give facts     entertain 
statement                             demonstrate  show 
excerpt                                  teach           compare    
author                                   story             passage 
thinks                                     article           poem 
in order 
 
 

Main Idea 
(LA.3-5.1.7.3) 

Main Idea 
 

summary               
lesson 
retell                      
moral 
portion                  
passage 
good title              
essential 
message                
primary topic 
central idea  
most important 

Relevant 
Details 

 

relevant 
details 
support 
idea 
which 
what 
when 
where 

Conclusions 
Inferences 
 

conclusions 
imply 
infer 
might 
happen if  

Chronological 
Order 

 

just before        
between 
right after        
events (leading 
up to) 

first                   
steps to 
last                   
portion 

Cause/Effect 
(LA.3-5.1.7.4)  

 
    cause                        might happen if 
    factor                        influence 
    reason(s)                   decide 
    results                        because  
    effect                         particular action    
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Text Structure/Organizational Patterns 
(LA.3-5.1.7.5) 

description                             
mostly explain                       
compare/contrast                 
list 
sequence 
problem/solution 
argument/support 
cause/effect 
author 
includes  
begins repeats 
ends 
better understand 
easier 
organize 

passage /story                       
article/flyer 
biography  
poem(s) 
statement 
heading                                 
section       
 
 

 

Theme/Topic 
(LA.3-5.1.7.6) 

 
         Theme                                 Topic 
   theme                                       topic 
   main                                         main 
   lesson                                        covered  
   learned                                     subject 
   positive                                     support 
   result                                         information 

 



FCAT 2.0 Elementary Vocabulary 
Other Ways to Say . . .  

Curriculum & Instruction‐Division of Language Arts/Reading, December 2010   

 

Compare/ Contrast 
(LA.3-5.1.7.7) 

Compare Contrast

         alike 
         similar 
         similarities 
         both 
         common 
         compare 

             different 
             difference(s) 

change 
before/after 
beginning 
end 

 

Elements of Story Structure 
(LA.3-5.2.1.2) 

 

Plot Development Character Development  
Point of View

MAIN problem    
problem 
resolution          
solved/resolved              
lead to 
indicates            
events 
plans                  
face (verb)  
     indicates 
     setting 

describe 
character      
bother      
feels       
change       
attitude      
opinion  

 

Descriptive, Idiomatic  
& Figurative Language 

(LA.3-5.2.1.7) 
Descriptive Language             Figurative Language  
mood   (weariness, gloomy)       simile                            
feeling                                         metaphor 
create                                         personification 
imagery                                      characteristic 
sensory details                            describe 
setting                                         compare 
alliteration                                  mean 
                                                    applies  
                                                    hyperbole 

Text Features 
in Literary Text 
(LA.3-5.2.2.1) 

 
illustration 
purpose 
to show 
section titled 
important  
passage 
likely to find 

 

Locate/Interpret/Organize Information 
& Text Features 

in Informational Text 
(LA.3-5.6.1.1) 

 
titles                                            bullets 
subtitles                                      footnotes 
heading                                      lines 
subheadings                               numbers 
charts                                         check marks  
graphs                                        tell 
diagrams                                    located 
 illustrations                                better understand 
captions maps                            purpose 
keys/legends                               listed 
text boxes                                   located                           

Validity & Reliability 
(LA.5.6.2.2) 

titles 
subtitles 
captions 
maps 
keys/legends 
stanzas 

*Grade 5 only 
 

supports                                   sound  
greatest benefit                       argument 
evidence                                  reasons behind 
credible                                    reliable 
MOST VALID                           dependable 
convincing                               BEST be used 

 



Common Context Clues 
Type of Clue Explanation Example 

Definition 

 

The unknown word is 
equated to a more familiar 
word or phrase; usually a 
form of to be is used. 

Entomology is the study 
of insects. 

Synonym or 
Restatement 

 

The meaning is usually right 
after the unfamiliar word 
and often separated from 
the rest of the sentence with 
commas, dashes, or 
parentheses; sometimes or, 
that is, or in other words is 
used. 

Meat eaters, that is 
carnivores, are at the top 
of the food chain. 
 
The goslings---those fuzzy 
baby geese---waddled 
after their mother. 
 
She enjoyed biology (the 
study of living things). 

Antonym or 
Contrast 

 

 

The unfamiliar word is shown 
to be different from or unlike 
another word and is often an 
opposite; but, however, 
although, otherwise, unless, 
instead, on the contrary, on 
the other hand, while, never, 
no or not may be used to 
signal the contrast. 

Mike’s parrot was 
loquacious but Maria’s 
said very little. 

Comparison 

 

The unfamiliar word is shown 
to be the same as or like 
another word; too, like, as 
similar to, or in the same way 
may be used to signal the 
contrast. 

My brother is enthralled 
by birds similar to the 
way that I am fascinated 
by insects. 



 

Example 

 

The unfamiliar word is 
cleared up by giving an 
example; for instance, such 
as, and for example may be 
used as signals. 

The archeologist found 
different amulets, such 
as a rabbit’s foot and 
bags of herbs, near the 
ancient altar. 

List or Series 

 

The unfamiliar word is 
included in a series of 
related words that give an 
idea of the word’s meaning.  

North American 
predators include grizzly 
bears, pumas, wolves, 
and foxes. 

Cause & Effect 

 
 

The meaning of an 
unfamiliar word is signaled 
by a cause-and-effect 
relationship between ideas 
in the text. Some words that 
may signal a cause & effect 
relationship are: cause, 
effect, because, due to, as a 
result of, happen to, reason, 
factor, forces, and influence. 

Due to a dearth of 
termites, the aardvark 
starved to death. 

Description or 
Inference 

 

The meaning of an 
unfamiliar word can be 
inferred from the description 
of a situation or experience 
based on reasoning and 
prior knowledge. Words that 
may signal inference are: 
infer, deduce, conclude, 
presume, and imply. 

The monkeys’ vociferous 
chatter made me wish I 
had earplugs. 



Vocabulary Strategies 
1. Reread the sentence and use the context 

clues in the sentence to figure out the 
meaning. 

 
Definition 

Restatement OR Synonym 
Contrast OR Antonym 

Comparison 
Example 

List OR Series 
Cause and Effect 

Description 
Inference 

 
 
 
 

 
 

2. Use “word parts” to figure out the 
meaning of the words. 

 
prefix, root word, suffix 

3. Look out for words that have more than 
one meaning. 

Multiple Meanings: 
Homophones & Homonyms  

4. Find the sentence in the passage and 
reread the whole paragraph. 

 
5. Plug in answer choices into the sentence 

in place of the unknown word or phrase. 

 
 



 



Synonym  

 

Restatement 



Antonym 

 

 

Contrast 



Comparison 
 

 
 
 



Example 

 



List 

 

Series 



Cause & 
Effect 

 

 



Inference 

 

Description 



Word Parts 
 
 
 
 
 

Prefix 
 Root/Base 

 Suffix 



Multiple 
Meanings 

 
Homophones 
Homonyms 



Find   

 

Reread 



Plug-In 

 



Teach! – 
Teach! 
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Common Greek Roots 
 

Root Meaning Example 

arch chief monarch, archbishop, archenemy 

ast star astronaut, astronomy, asterisk 

bio life biology, biography , biopsy 

cycl circle, ring bicycle, cyclone , encyclopedia 

gram letter, written telegram, diagram, grammar, epigram 

graph write telegraph, photograph, autograph 

meter measure thermometer, centimeter, diameter 

opt eye optician, optic, optometrist 

phone sound phonograph, symphony, telephone 

scope see microscope, periscope, stethoscope 

soph wise philosopher, sophomore, sophisticated 

 

 
Common Latin Roots 

 

Root Meaning Example 

act do action , react, actor, transact 

belli war antebellum, belligerent, rebellion 

cord heart cordial, accord, discord 

fac make factory, manufacture, facsimile 

fer carry transfer, ferry, refer, confer 

miss send missile, dismiss, missionary 

not mark notice, denote, notation, notable 

nov new novel, novelty, innovate, novice 

pop people population, popular, populace 

pos place position, compose, deposit 

rect straight erect, correct, rectangle, direction 

spec see inspect, suspect, respect, spectator 

 



Understanding Context Clues 
 

Word Sentence from 

Text 

Clues Meaning 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Word Sentence from 

Text 

Clues Meaning 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Word Sentence from 

Text 

Clues Meaning 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Word Sentence from 

Text 

Clues Meaning 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 



Understanding Multiple Meaning Words 

 

Word Page Number/ 

Paragraph 
Meaning in the Text Picture/Symbols Other Meanings  

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

Understanding Multiple Meaning Words 

 

Word Page Number/ 

Paragraph 
Meaning in the Text Picture/Symbols Other Meanings  

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

    

 



 



 



 



Author's Toolbox for Bringing a  

Character to Life 

 

You get to know a 

character by what 

he does. 

 

 You get to know a 

character by what 

he says and what 

others say about 

him. 

 

 

You get to know a 

character by his 

thoughts and 

what others think 

about him. 

 

 

 

 

 

You get to know a 

character by his 

feelings and how 

others feel about 

him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You get to know a 

character by what 

the author tells 

you about the way 

he looks. 

 

 

 

 



Word in Context Map 

 

 
 

           

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      person example      animal example        action example 

          

         

 

             

          nonexample                     nonexample   nonexample 

 
                      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



Sample Character Traits 
able 
active 
adventurous 
affectionate 
afraid 
alert 
ambitious 
angry 
annoyed 
anxious 
apologetic 
arrogant 
attentive 
average 
bad 
blue 
bold 
bored 
bossy 
brainy 
brave 
bright 
brilliant 
busy 
calm 
careful 
careless 
cautious 
charming 
cheerful 
childish 
clever 
clumsy 
coarse 
concerned 
confident 
confused 
considerate 
cooperative 
courageous 
cowardly 
cross 
cruel 
curious 
dangerous 
daring 
dark 
decisive 

demanding 
dependable 
depressed 
determined 
discouraged 
dishonest 
disrespectful 
doubtful 
dull 
dutiful 
eager 
easygoing 
efficient 
embarrassed 
encouraging 
energetic 
evil 
excited 
expert 
fair 
faithful 
fearless 
fierce 
foolish 
fortunate 
foul 
fresh 
friendly 
frustrated 
funny 
gentle 
giving 
glamorous 
gloomy  
good 
graceful 
grateful 
greedy 
grouchy 
grumpy 
guilty 
happy 
harsh 
hateful 
healthy 
helpful 
honest 
hopeful 

hopeless 
humorous 
ignorant 
imaginative 
impatient 
impolite 
inconsiderate 
independent 
industrious 
innocent 
intelligent 
jealous 
kindly 
lazy 
leader 
lively 
lonely 
loving 
loyal 
lucky 
mature 
mean 
messy 
miserable  
mysterious 
naughty 
nervous 
nice 
noisy 
obedient 
obnoxious 
old 
peaceful 
picky 
pleasant 
polite 
poor 
popular 
positive 
precise 
proper 
proud 
quick 
quiet 
rational 
reliable 
religious 
responsible 

restless 
rich 
rough 
rowdy 
rude 
sad 
safe 
satisfied 
scared 
secretive 
selfish 
serious 
sharp 
short 
shy 
silly 
skillful 
sly 
smart 
sneaky 
sorry 
spoiled 
stingy 
strange 
strict 
stubborn 
sweet 
talented 
tall 
thankful 
thoughtful 
thoughtless 
tired 
tolerant 
touchy 
trusting 
trustworthy 
unfriendly 
unhappy 
upset 
useful 
warm 
weak 
wicked 
wise 
worried 
wrong 
young 
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Name                                                             Date                       Period

Quote or Idea:

Open Mind

thoughts and feelings about the quote or idea. Explain your illustrations below.

Directions: In the Open Mind, draw pictures, symbols, and images to show your



 



There was something mysterious in the air that morning. Nothing was done in its regular 

order and several of the native servants seemed missing, while those whom Mary saw 

slunk or hurried about with ashy and scared faces. But no one would tell her anything and 

her Ayah did not come. 

    Making Inferences 

 

It Says… 
(What the text says) 

I Say…. 
(My thoughts) 

So… 
(Inference) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 



                                                suspicious    around/about                                                                       normal                      
There was something mysterious in the air that morning. Nothing was done in its regular  
 
way            many                 indigenous maids 
order and several of the native servants seemed missing, while those whom Mary saw  

crept                                            pale         frightened 
slunk or hurried about with ashy and scared faces. But no one would tell her anything and  
 
       never showed up 
her Ayah did not come. 

    Making Inferences 

 

It Says… 
(What the text says) 

I Say…. 
(My thoughts) 

So… 
(Inference) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



There was something mysterious in the air that morning. Nothing was done in its regular 

order and several of the native servants seemed missing, while those whom Mary saw 

slunk or hurried about with ashy and scared faces. But no one would tell her anything and 

her Ayah did not come. 

    Making Inferences 

 

It Says… 
(What the text says) 

I Say…. 
(My thoughts) 

So… 
(Inference) 

 
There was something 
mysterious in the air that 
morning. Nothing was done in 
its regular order and several of 
the native servants seemed 
missing, while those whom 
Mary saw slunk or hurried 
about with ashy and scared 
faces. But no one would tell her 
anything and her Ayah did not 
come.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Based on the evidence from the 
text, there is a sense or feeling 
that something is wrong. It 
began when her Ayah didn’t 
show up. Several of the other 
servants were missing as well. 
They all appeared to be nervous 
and terribly frightened and no 
one would tell Mary what had 
happened.    
 

 
A logical conclusion is that her 
feeling of dread foreshadows 
the significant changes that will 
shape her life due to the cholera 
outbreak and the death of her 
parent’s and her Ayah. 
 



           

 
                     Think-Pair-Share 

 
Question or Prompt What I thought What my partner thought What we will share 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 

 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
My Name: ____________________________ Partner’s Name: _________________________  Date:_______________________ 
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