
A Trickster Tale 

 

Mentor Text 



Personal Narrative              Personal Expository            Persuasive 

 Tells a personal story 
 

 Focused on one event that 
appears to be significant 
to the writer 

 

 Can be fictional 
 

 Needs to include the 
elements of a story 
(characters, setting, 
simple plot - movement 
through time and change) 

 

  Uses sensory details 
 

  Uses feelings 
 

  Is reflective 

 Explains why, how or 

what 

 Focused on one 

topic that is 
significant to the 

writer (personal or class 

thematic unit) 

 Includes ideas that 

explain and support 

 May include 

comparing facts 

 May include a mini-

story that supports 

the topic 

  Uses sensory details  
 

  Is reflective 

 States an opinion or 
what you want 

 

 Gives reasons why 
 

 Includes people who 
are on your side 

 

 Tells what you will do 
if you get it (If…then…) 

 

 Tells why you should 
have it NOW 

 

  Uses feelings 

  Is reflective 

 
 

 

Characteristics of: 



Let's Do A Little Backmapping!  

Grade 3 Grade 2 Grade 1 

 
 Text Types and Purposes 

W.3.3 
Write narratives to develop real or 

imagined experiences or events 

using effective technique, 

descriptive details, and clear 

sequences.   

a. Establish a situation and 

introduce a narrator and/or 

characters; organize and event 

sequence that unfolds 

naturally. 

b. Use dialogue and descriptions 

of actions, thoughts, and 

feelings to develop 

experiences and events r 

show the response of 

characters to situations.  

c. Use temporal words and 

phrases to signal event order.  

d. Provide a sense of closure.  

 

W.2.3  

Write narratives in which 

they recount a well-

elaborated event or short 

sequence of events, 

include details to describe 

actions, thoughts and 

feelings, use temporal 

words to signal event order 

and provide a sense of 

closure. 

W.1.3 

Write narratives in which 

they recount two or more 

appropriately sequenced 

events, include some 

details regarding what 

happened, use temporal 

words to signal event 

order, and provide some 

sense of closure.  

 





Narrative Exemplar 



How do we Assess Primary Writing? 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What Research Says About 
 Primary Writing 

    Writing instruction begins on the first day of 
kindergarten.  We don’t need to wait until children 
know all their letters, know all their sound-to-symbol 
relationships, know how to spell all the words they 
want to  use.  We don't wait until children can read.  
Young children are writers as soon as they draw or put 
a symbol on paper and tell us what it says.  We call 
them writers and treat them as writers from that 
moment on! 

Teaching the Youngest Writers 
by Marcia Freeman 



Best Practices for Teaching Writing 

1. Create an inviting classroom. 

2. Establish Writing Workshop routines that meet 
everyday. 

3. Teach Writer’s Craft Techniques using the Writing 

Process and students’ developmental writing needs. 

4. Provide opportunities for authentic writing. 

5. Provide diverse reading materials modeling the 

importance of craft and ideas. (Mentor Texts). 



Best Practices… 

6.  Make teacher and peer response an integral part of 
writing instruction, intermittently throughout the 
writing process. 

7.  Use many techniques for responding including student 
/teacher conferences, peer conferences and 
author’s chair. 

8.  Students should revise after responses/conferencing 

                       HOWEVER… 



Conduct effective writing mini-lessons on a targeted 
craft or skill by structuring it so that students may: 

   Observe 
   Discuss 
   Simulate  



 
 
 

 

The Writer’s Notebook: 
 
Build a writing community to provide a safe 

environment for risk-taking  

  

 Purpose: 

1. safe place 

2. idea catcher for experimenting 

3. writing is under construction 



Setting Up Writer’s Notebook 

 

page 1:     Dedication 

page 2-4:  Table of Contents 

page 5+:   Begin to number page                  
 front side only 

bottom right hand side   

 right for writing & left for revising 

RULE:     NEVER tear out a page!!! 



 
Writer’s Craft are the skills and 

techniques that writers know and use to 

make their writing clear and interesting. 

Craft Skills for 

  Characteristics of genres 

 



What is Process Writing? 

30 Minute Writing Block 



Organizing        Skills 
 Prewriting 

 Listing  
 Listing and ordering steps 
 

 Planning 
 Using Graphic Organizers 
 Sketching 
 Timeline  

 
 Beginning Techniques 

 Question  
 Exclamation 
 Onomatopoeia 
 

 Ending Techniques 
 Feeling  
 

 Writing Related Sentences 
 
 Paragraph Structure 
 
 Presentation Format 

 
 
 



Composing & Literary      Skills   
Composing Literary 

Strong verbs 

Descriptive Attributes 

Specificity  

Sentence variation 

Supporting Details 

Transitions  
• Time 
• Place 

Comparisons 

Elaboration  

Word Choice 
• Rhyme 

• Pronouns 

• Onomatopoeia 

• Alliteration 

 

 

 

 

When in the writing 
process do these skills 
come into play? 



Phonics and Word Recognition & Conventions 
Phonics and 

 Word Recognition  

Conventions 

Spelling-sound Correspondence 

 One and two syllable words 

Words with common prefixes and  

   suffixes 

 

Skills Mastered in K-1 
Letter-Sound Correspondence 
Spelling Approximations  
Use finger spacing 

Directionality 

Text Wrapping 
 

 Capitalization  
• sentence beginnings  

• Proper Nouns 

 Uses lower case consistently  

 Punctuation 
• Quotation marks 
• End marks 
• Commas in a series  

 Indentation 

 Spelling high-frequency words 

 Editing 
 Complete sentences 

When in the writing 
process do these skills 
come into play? 

Skills 



FRAMEWORK FORMAT ACTIVITY 

Opening Activity/ 
Lesson Stimulus 

Teacher 

Directed/Whole 

Group Explicit 
Instruction 

Introduction to Mentor 

Text and Targeted 

Writing 
Element/Minilesson 

Teacher explicit demonstration 

through writing aloud AND/OR 
shared writing 

During Activity  
Application 

Teacher 

Directed/Whole 

Group Instruction OR  

Small Group 
Instruction 

Teacher Modeling, 

Guided Writing, or 

Review of Key  Learning 

Objective/Targeted 
Writing Element 

Teacher and class may  

examine writer’s craft using 

mentor text,  student 

generated  writing, or teacher 

created example; OR 

compose a piece of writing 

collaboratively through shared 
writing 

Independent Practice  

OR  

Teacher Guided/ 
Small Group Practice 

Students transfer & apply 

knowledge gained to a 

new piece of writing  

OR  

As students write the 

teacher further guides 

through mini-lessons & 
conferencing  

Student writes alone OR  

Student writes and teacher 

guides in the form of mini-

lessons, choosing craft lessons 

that relate to the students’ 
needs   

Lesson Review/ 
Closure 

Whole Group Teacher facilitates 

closing activity and 
assigns follow-up 

Students share with each 
other AND/OR with class 

 

30 Minute Writing Block in the Elementary Classroom    
Students need to be engaged in some aspect of the writing process 

 (prewriting, drafting, writing, revising, and editing) on a daily basis 



Read “The Rabbit 
and the Terrapin” 
by S.E. Schlosser 

List/Share tricks from 

story  

• Complete a Storyboard based 

on “The Rabbit and the 

Terrapin”. 

• Think about what tricks the 

class  likes to play on others or 

others have played on you.   
        List/Talk 

Students brainstorm their 

own list of tricks they like to 

play on others or others have 

played on them.  

Show your “Tricks I Like to 
Play on Others” or “Tricks  
Others have played on 
Me” 
Choose one to write 
about and complete 
Storyboard. 

Show your “ Tricks We Like 

to do” or “Tricks Played on 

Us” 

Choose one to write about 

and complete storyboard. 

Students choose a topic from 

their list and complete their 

storyboard. 
 

 

 

 

Model Drafting 
from Storyboard. 

Draft class 

Storyboard. 

Students draft from 
their Storyboard. 
 

Share personal list 
 
Share storyboards 

 
Share storyboards 

 
Share storyboards 

 
Share drafts 

Class or Individual Book 

Teacher retells her/his 
story using her/his 
storyboard stressing 
transitional words.  

Students retell their story 
to a partner using their  
Storyboard. 

Teachers and Students 
retell their class story 
based on the class 
storyboard 

Teach transitional  

words and create a chart of 

transitional words found in 

“The Rabbit and the Terrapin” 

and others. Teacher adds 

transitional words to her 

storyboard. 

Teacher and students 
add transitional words to 
the class storyboard. 

Students add transitional 

words to their individual 

storyboard.  



   Let’s Get This Party Started! 



Collecting a handful of mentor 
books and keeping them as a 
resource for students, is really 
like gathering a multitude of 
teachers in the room rather than 

just having one teacher.   
                                                       Georgia Heard 

The Power of  Mentor Text… 



W.2.3  

Write narratives in 

which they recount a 

well-elaborated event 

or short sequence of 

events, include details 

to describe actions, 

thoughts and feelings, 

use temporal words to 

signal event order and 

provide a sense of 

closure. 

First 

Event 

Second 

Event 

Third 

Event 

Fourth 

Event 



 

“The Rabbit and the Terrapin” Storyboard 
1. Two main characters and 

Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 
How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 

 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 
Name: 
How does he look? 
How does he act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 

Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 

 

Terrapin 

Green with a hard shell, small with 

short legs, and slow 

Annoyed, determined, angry, clever, 

manipulator, leader, sneaky, sly, skillful, 

boastful 

Rabbit 
Long ears, fluffy 

tail, strong hind 

legs, and fast 
Boastful, disrespectful, confident, determined, 

frustrated  

Near a stream on a hilly 

countryside.  

During the morning.  

Lovely, clear, warm, hilly and 

sunny 

Terrapin and Rabbit make a 

bet.  

Terrapin meets with his family 

to plan for the race.   
Terrapin and his family tricked 

the rabbit using white feathers 

on their heads.   

Terrapin tricks the rabbit and 

wins the race.  



Five Day Planner 

Session 1 Session 2 Session 3 Session 4 Session 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

Share: 

Share personal list 

Read “The Rabbit 
and the Terrapin” 
by S.E. Schlosser 

List/Share tricks from 

story  

• Complete a Storyboard 

based on “The Rabbit and the 

Terrapin”. 

• Think about what tricks the 

class  likes to play on others 

or others have played on you.   
        List/Talk 

Students brainstorm 

their own list of tricks 

they like to play on 

others or others have 

played on them.  

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

Share: Share: Share: Share: 



Tricks I Like to 

Play On Others 
Tricks the Terrapin 

Played on the Rabbit 
  
 

Terrapin and his family trick the 

rabbit using white feathers on their 

heads.   

Terrapin tricks the rabbit and wins the 

race.  

I Do 

toy rat 

prank call 

hide keys 



Tricks We Like To Play On Others 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

toy rat 

whoopee cushion   prank call   

rubber spider 

gummy worm in apple 

We Do 



THINK of tricks you like to play on others.  
 
SHARE with the person next to you. 
 
When you go back to you seat, DRAW them on your 
paper.  Make sure you draw enough for you to remember 
about your favorite things to do. 

Tricks I Like to Play  

You Do 



Five Day Planner 

Session 1 Session 2 Session 3 Session 4 Session 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

Share: 

Share personal list 

Read “The Rabbit 
and the Terrapin” 
by S.E. Schlosser 

List/Share tricks from 

story  

• Complete a Storyboard 

based on “The Rabbit and the 

Terrapin”. 

• Think about what tricks the 

class  likes to play on others 

or others have played on you.   
        List/Talk 

Students brainstorm 

their own list of tricks 

they like to play on 

others or others have 

played on them.  

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

Share: Share: Share: Share: 

Show your “Tricks I 

Like to Play on Others” 

or “Tricks  Others have 

played on Me” 

Choose one to write 

about and complete 
Storyboard. 

Show your “ Tricks 

We Like to do” or 

“Tricks Played on Us” 

Choose one to write 

about and complete 

storyboard. 

Students choose a 
topic from their list 
and complete their 
storyboard. 
 

 

 
 
 
Share 
storyboards 



Tricks I Like to Play On Others 

I Do 

toy rat 

prank call 

hide keys 



The Power of Questioning 
A simple way to organize writing is to consider the 
questions a reader will have about your 
subject/topic. Putting the questions in order gives 
you a kind of road map to guide you as you start to 
write. 

Ralph Fletcher, Craft Lessons 
 

Questions can help divide your thoughts into 
different categories…using pictures or short 
bullets to plan on a storyboard is like giving you a 
visual map of where you are going with your writing.  

Melissa Forney, Writing Superstars 

Primary Pizzazz Writing 



 

I Do Storyboard 
1. Two main characters and 

Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 

How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 

Name: 
How does she look? 
 
 
How does she act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 

Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 

 

Tall,  short brown hair,  brown eyes, and 
wearing a blue dress 

Me  

Excited, sneaky, clever, and humorous 

Carly 

Short, short blonde hair, dark brown eyes, 

wearing a pink shirt and brown pants 

Anxious, hungry, tired, and excited 

At my house in the dining 

room/kitchen 

In the evening around dinner time 

Comfortable, cozy, the smell of 

homemade spaghetti sauce, and 

country style kitchen area 

I buy a toy rat at  

Wal-Mart to play a trick on my 

friend Carly who is terrified of rats.  

I invite Carly over to eat her 

favorite homemade spaghetti and 

meatballs and set the toy rat on 

the kitchen table. 

As Carly gets close to the table 

she sees the toy rat and begins to 

scream running out of the kitchen.  

Carly arrives and I tell her to 

go into the kitchen to begin 

setting up the table.  



Tricks We Like To Play On Others 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

toy rat 

whoopee cushion   prank call   

rubber spider 

gummy worm in apple 

We Do 



 

We Do Storyboard 
1. Two main characters and 

Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 
How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 

 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 
Name: 
How does he look? 
How does he act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 

Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 

 



Tricks I Like to Play  

You Do 



 

You Do Storyboard 
1. Two main characters and 

Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 
How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 

 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 
Name: 
How does he look? 
How does he act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 

Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 

 



Five Day Planner 

Session 1 Session 2 Session 3 Session 4 Session 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

Share: 

Share personal list 

Read “The Rabbit 
and the Terrapin” 
by S.E. Schlosser 

List/Share tricks from 

story  

• Complete a Storyboard 

based on “The Rabbit and the 

Terrapin”. 

• Think about what tricks the 

class  likes to play on others 

or others have played on you.   
        List/Talk 

Students brainstorm 

their own list of tricks 

they like to play on 

others or others have 

played on them.  

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

Share: Share: Share: Share: 

Show your “Tricks I 

Like to Play on Others” 

or “Tricks  Others have 

played on Me” 

Choose one to write 

about and complete 
Storyboard. 

Show your “ Tricks 

We Like to do” or 

“Tricks Played on Us” 

Choose one to write 

about and complete 

storyboard. 

Students choose a 
topic from their list 
and complete their 
storyboard. 
 

 

 
 
 
Share 
storyboards 

 
Share 
storyboards 

Teach transitional  
words and create a chart 
of transitional words. 
Teacher adds transitional 
words to her storyboard. 

Teacher and 

students add 

transitional words to 

the class 

storyboard. 

Students add 
transitional words 
to their individual 
storyboard.  
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I Do Storyboard 
1. Two main characters and 

Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 

How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 

Name: 
How does she look? 
 
 
How does she act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 

Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 

 

Tall,  short brown hair,  brown eyes, and 
wearing a blue dress 

Me  

Excited, sneaky, clever, and humorous 

Carly 

Short, short blonde hair, dark brown eyes, 

wearing a pink shirt and brown pants 

Anxious, hungry, tired, and excited 

At my house in the dining 

room/kitchen 

In the evening around dinner time 

Comfortable, cozy, the smell of 

homemade spaghetti sauce, and 

country style kitchen area 

I bought a toy rat at  

Wal-Mart to play a trick on my 

friend Carly who is terrified of rats.  

I invite Carly over to eat her favorite 

homemade spaghetti  and meatballs and 

set the toy rat on the kitchen table. 

 

As Carly gets close to the table 

she sees the toy rat and begins to 

scream running out of the kitchen.  

Carly arrives and I tell her to 

go into the kitchen to begin 

setting up the table.  

On Saturday morning,  

Later that afternoon,  
Soon after,  

Then,  



 

We Do Storyboard 
1. Two main characters and 

Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 
How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 

 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 
Name: 
How does he look? 
How does he act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 

Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 

 



 

You Do Storyboard 
1. Two main characters and 

Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 
How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 

 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 
Name: 
How does he look? 
How does he act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 

Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 

 



Five Day Planner 

Session 1 Session 2 Session 3 Session 4 Session 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

Share: 

Share personal list 

Read “The Rabbit 
and the Terrapin” 
by S.E. Schlosser 

List/Share tricks from 

story  

• Complete a Storyboard 

based on “The Rabbit and the 

Terrapin”. 

• Think about what tricks the 

class  likes to play on others 

or others have played on you.   
        List/Talk 

Students brainstorm 

their own list of tricks 

they like to play on 

others or others have 

played on them.  

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

Share: Share: Share: Share: 

Show your “Tricks I 

Like to Play on Others” 

or “Tricks  Others have 

played on Me” 

Choose one to write 

about and complete 
Storyboard. 

Show your “ Tricks 

We Like to do” or 

“Tricks Played on Us” 

Choose one to write 

about and complete 

storyboard. 

Students choose a 
topic from their list 
and complete their 
storyboard. 
 

 

 
 
 
Share 
storyboards 

Teacher retells 
her/his story using 
her/his storyboard 
stressing 

transitional words.  

Teachers and 

Students retell their 

class story based on 

the class storyboard 

Students retell their 

story to a partner 

using their  

Storyboard. 

 
Share 
storyboards 

 
Share 
storyboards 

Teach transitional  
words and create a chart 
of transitional words 
found in “The Rabbit and 
the Terrapin” and others. 
Teacher adds transitional 
words to her storyboard. 

Teacher and 

students add 

transitional words to 

the class 

storyboard. 

Students add 
transitional words 
to their individual 
storyboard.  



 

I Do Storyboard 
1. Two main characters and 

Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 

How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 

Name: 
How does she look? 
 
 
How does she act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 

Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 

 

Tall,  short brown hair,  brown eyes, and 
wearing a blue dress 

Me  

Excited, sneaky, clever, and humorous 

Carly 

Short, short blonde hair, dark brown eyes, 

wearing a pink shirt and brown pants 

Anxious, hungry, tired, and excited 

At my house in the dining 

room/kitchen 

In the evening around dinner time 

Comfortable, cozy, the smell of 

homemade spaghetti sauce, and 

country style kitchen area 

I bought a toy rat at  

Wal-Mart to play a trick on my 

friend Carly who is terrified of rats.  

I invite Carly over to eat her 

favorite homemade spaghetti and 

meatballs and set the toy rat on 

the kitchen table. 

As Carly gets close to the table 

she sees the toy rat and begins to 

scream running out of the kitchen.  

Carly arrives and I tell her to 

go into the kitchen to begin 

setting up the table.  

On Saturday morning,  

Later that afternoon,  
Soon after,  

Then,  



 

We Do Storyboard 
1. Two main characters and 

Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 
How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 

 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 
Name: 
How does he look? 
How does he act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 

Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 

 



 

You Do Storyboard 
1. Two main characters and 

Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 
How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 

 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 
Name: 
How does he look? 
How does he act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 

Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 

 



Five Day Planner 

Session 1 Session 2 Session 3 Session 4 Session 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

Share: 

Share personal list 

Read “The Rabbit 
and the Terrapin” 
by S.E. Schlosser 

List/Share tricks from 

story  

• Complete a Storyboard 

based on “The Rabbit and the 

Terrapin”. 

• Think about what tricks the 

class  likes to play on others 

or others have played on you.   
        List/Talk 

Students brainstorm 

their own list of tricks 

they like to play on 

others or others have 

played on them.  

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

Share: Share: Share: Share: 

Show your “Tricks I 

Like to Play on Others” 

or “Tricks  Others have 

played on Me” 

Choose one to write 

about and complete 
Storyboard. 

Show your “ Tricks 

We Like to do” or 

“Tricks Played on Us” 

Choose one to write 

about and complete 

storyboard. 

Students choose a 
topic from their list 
and complete their 
storyboard. 
 

 

 
 
 
Share 
storyboards 

Teacher retells 
her/his story using 
her/his storyboard 
stressing 
transitional words.  

Teachers and 

Students retell their 

class story based on 

the class storyboard 

Students retell their 

story to a partner 

using their  

Storyboard. 

 
Share 
storyboards 

 
Share 
storyboards 

 
Share drafts 

Teach transitional  
words and create a chart 
of transitional words 
found in “The Rabbit and 
the Terrapin” and others. 
Teacher adds transitional 
words to her storyboard. 

Teacher and 

students add 

transitional words to 

the class 

storyboard. 

Students add 
transitional words 
to their individual 
storyboard.  

Model Drafting 
from Storyboard. 

Draft class 
Storyboard. 

Students draft from 
their Storyboard. 
 



On Saturday morning, I bought a toy rat at Wal-Mart to play a 

trick on my friend Carly, who is terrified of rats. 

Later that afternoon, I invited Carly over to eat her favorite 

homemade spaghetti with meatball sauce and I set the toy rat 

on the kitchen table. 

Soon after, Carly arrived at my warm, cozy home. The smell of 

the spaghetti sauce filled my house. Carly’s mouth began to 

water, she was starving. I told her to go into the kitchen to 

begin setting up the kitchen table. 

Then, as Carly got close to the table she saw the toy rat and 

began to scream running out of the kitchen. 

I Do  



Revision: The Overlooked Step 

in the Writing Process 

 Revision is a way of: 

 seeing and re-seeing words  

 training our eyes and ears to what good writing sounds 

like 

 learning and practicing strategies that will make a 

difference in writing 
 

 Ultimately, the point of learning about revision is to 

learn how to help our writing match more accurately 

what’s in our hearts. 



Five Day Planner 

Session 6 Session 7 Session 8 Session 9 Session 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

Share: 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

Share: 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

Share: 

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

Share: 

Editing/ 

Publishing 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

Share: 

Teach beginnings 

and add beginning 

to teacher 

Storyboard.  

Adding beginning to 

class Storyboard.  

Students add beginning 

to their Storyboard.  

 

Teach endings and 

add ending to 

teacher Storyboard.  

Adding ending to 

class Storyboard.  

Students add endings 

to their Storyboard.  

 

Student share their 

beginnings 
Student share their  

endings 
Student share their  

drafts 

Editing/ 

Publishing 

Editing/ 

Publishing 

Editing/ 

Publishing 

Teacher introduces feelings 
chart and revise her draft 
using information from her/his  
Feelings chart. 

Teacher and students revise 
their class draft using 
information from their 
Feelings chart. 

Students revise their draft 
using information from their  
Feelings chart. 

Student share their  

drafts 

Teacher introduces the Detail 
Attribute chart and revises 
her draft using information 
from her/his  Attribute chart. 

Teacher and students revise 
their class draft using the 
Detail Attributes chart. 

Students revise their draft 
using the Detail Attributes 
chart. 



Start off with a Bang! 

A good lead can: 

get your attention 

give you the shivers! 

make you wonder what else will 
happen 

make you want to keep reading! 





 On Saturday morning, I bought a toy rat at Wal-Mart to play a 

trick on my friend Carly, who is terrified of rats. 

Later that afternoon, I invited Carly over to eat her favorite 

homemade spaghetti with meatball and I set the toy rat on the 

kitchen table. 

Soon after, Carly arrived at my warm, cozy home. The smell of the 

spaghetti sauce filled my house. Carly’s mouth began to water, she 

was starving. I told her to go into the kitchen to begin setting up the 

kitchen table. 

Then, as Carly got close to the table she saw the toy rat and began to 

scream running out of the kitchen. 

I Do  
 I had never laughed so much in my life. It was the day I 

played a trick on my best friend Carly. 

An action 



Many children will simply stop when you get to the end of the 
page.   If you ask where the ending is, they will do two things:  

Point to end of the page and say, “There it is!” or write in 

large, capital letters at the bottom, “THE END!!!” 
While young writers may cannot be expected to write well 
developed beginnings and endings, they can end their writing 
in a satisfying manner. 

 



 

 



 On Saturday morning, I bought a toy rat at Wal-Mart to play a 

trick on my friend Carly, who is terrified of rats. 

Later that afternoon, I invited Carly over to eat her favorite 

homemade spaghetti and meatballs and I set the toy rat on the 

kitchen table. 

Soon after, Carly arrived at my warm, cozy home. The smell of the 

spaghetti sauce filled my house. Carly’s mouth began to water, she 

was starving. I told her to go into the kitchen to begin setting up the 

kitchen table. 

Then, as Carly got close to the table she saw the toy rat and began to 

scream running out of the kitchen. 

I Do  
 I had never laughed so much in my life. It was the day I played 

a trick on my best friend Carly. 

 Once Carly realized it was a toy rat, we laughed for a 
long time. We finally sat down and ate a delicious meal 

together. However, I better be on the look out. I will probably be 

the next prank victim. Oh no! 

 



 

I was ___________  

because____________ 

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________ 

ecstatic 

                       my trick 

worked and Carly was 

screaming and 

waving her arms.  

Carly was ___________  

because____________ 

_____________ 

hysterical 

                       she thought 

the rat was real.  



 On Saturday morning, I bought a toy rat at Wal-Mart to play a trick on 

my friend Carly, who is terrified of rats. 

Later that afternoon, I invited Carly over to eat her favorite homemade 

spaghetti and meatballs and I set the toy rat on the kitchen table. 

Soon after, Carly arrived at my warm, cozy home. The smell of the spaghetti 

sauce filled my house. Carly’s mouth began to water, she was starving. I told 

her to go into the kitchen to begin setting up the kitchen table. 

Then, as Carly got close to the table she saw the toy rat and began to scream 

running out of the kitchen. 

I Do  
 I had never laughed so much in my life. It was the day I played a trick 

on my best friend Carly. 

 Once Carly realized it was a toy rat, we laughed for a long time. We 

finally sat down and ate a delicious meal together. However, I better be on the 

look out. I will probably be the next prank victim. Oh no! 

                                         Carly was hysterical because she 

thought the rat was real. I was ecstatic because my 

trick worked and Carly was screaming and waving 

her arms. 

 



 i 

 

Noun 

(Person, 

Place, or 

Thing) 

Attribute Sample 

Size 

Color 

Texture 

Composition 

small 

dark brown 

rough 

rubber 

Rat 



 On Saturday morning, I bought a toy rat at Wal-Mart to play a trick on 

my friend Carly, who is terrified of rats. 

Later that afternoon, I invited Carly over to eat her favorite homemade 

spaghetti and meatballs and I set the small, dark brown, rubber,  rat on 

the kitchen table.   

Soon after, Carly arrived at my warm, cozy home. The smell of the spaghetti 

sauce filled my house. Carly’s mouth began to water, she was starving. I told 

her to go into the kitchen to begin setting up the kitchen table. 

Then, as Carly got close to the table she saw the toy rat and began to scream 

running out of the kitchen. Carly was hysterical because she thought the rat 

was real. I was ecstatic because my trick worked and Carly was screaming and 

waving her arms. 

 

I Do  
 I had never laughed so much in my life. It was the day I played a trick 

on my best friend Carly. 

 Once Carly realized it was a toy rat, we laughed for a long time. We 

finally sat down and ate a delicious meal together. However, I better be on the 

look out. I will probably be the next prank victim. Oh no! 

 



Editing is an important part of the 
writing process which is often 
confused. 

 

It is important to distinguish between 
revising and editing. 

 

Editing refers to the changes and 
corrections a writer makes so that 
his/her work conforms to 
conventions. 
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Mini-lessons for Editing  
Mini-lessons for editing deal with: 

• spelling 
• sentence/paragraph structure 
• grammar 
• punctuation 
• capitalization 

 

Not every paper that students write needs to go 
through the editing process.  

 

However, students should edit papers that are 
going to go to publication. 
 



I                    I                  open              the                 . 

T                   The              door              holder             . 



How can the students’ work be 

published? 

 Class Book- Tricks We Like to Play on Others! 

 An Individual Book- A Trick I Played on 
______ 

A Bulletin Board entitled: 

      Tricks Second Graders Like to Play on 
Others 

Teaching writing is not difficult- 
 YOU JUST HAVE TO DO IT! 



Just as every piece goes through the entire 
writing process, NOT every piece goes to 
publishing. 

 

 Publishing requires establishing rules for 
classroom sharing, presenting writing pieces 
though readings to wider audience, or making class 
books. 

 

Students will need to make decisions before 
publishing their work. Some of the decisions 
include: 
• How to make their stories look good 
• If they will dedicate their story to anyone 
• How to design a cover, if applicable 
• What materials they will need 
 

 Then it is time to share the final results. 



Conferencing  



Conferring with Student Writers 

 This list will help you in thinking about what to do 
and say in your teacher-student conferences. 

 

• Begin a conference with an open-ended question that 
invites a student to talk about his writing work  

   (“What are you doing as a writer today?”) 
 

• Look at the student’s writing to help you gain a deeper 
understanding of what the student is doing. 

 

• While speaking with the student, assess how well the 
student’s writing is going. 

 

• Based on the conference, make a decision about what to 
teach the student to help him/her be a better writer. 

When should 

conferencing occur? 

Conferencing  



Session 1 Session 2 Session 3 Session 4 Session 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

Share: 

Share personal list 

Read “The Rabbit 
and the Terrapin” 
by S.E. Schlosser 

List/Share tricks from 

story  

• Complete a Storyboard 

based on “The Rabbit and the 

Terrapin”. 

• Think about what tricks the 

class  likes to play on others 

or others have played on you.   
        List/Talk 

Students brainstorm 

their own list of tricks 

they like to play on 

others or others have 

played on them.  

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

Share: Share: Share: Share: 

Show your “Tricks I 

Like to Play on Others” 

or “Tricks  Others have 

played on Me” 

Choose one to write 

about and complete 
Storyboard. 

Show your “ Tricks 

We Like to do” or 

“Tricks Played on Us” 

Choose one to write 

about and complete 

storyboard. 

Students choose a 
topic from their list 
and complete their 
storyboard. 
 

 

 
 
 
Share 
storyboards 

Teacher retells 
her/his story using 
her/his storyboard 
stressing 
transitional words.  

Teachers and 

Students retell their 

class story based on 

the class storyboard 

Students retell their 

story to a partner 

using their  

Storyboard. 

 
Share 
storyboards 

 
Share 
storyboards 

 
Share drafts 

Teach transitional  
words and create a chart 
of transitional words 
found in “The Rabbit and 
the Terrapin” and others. 
Teacher adds transitional 
words to her storyboard. 

Teacher and 

students add 

transitional words to 

the class 

storyboard. 

Students add 
transitional words 
to their individual 
storyboard.  

Model Drafting 
from Storyboard. 

Draft class 
Storyboard. 

Students draft from 
their Storyboard. 
 

Conferencing  



Session 6 Session 7 Session 8 Session 9 Session 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

Share: 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

Share: 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

Share: 

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

Share: 

Editing/ 

Publishing 

I Do: Teacher 
Models-Topic or 
Skill 

We Do: Guided 
(Students Sketch, 
Think, Talk) 

You DO: Independent 
Writing  

Share: 

Using “The Rabbit and the 
Terrapin” teacher completes 
Bringing a Character to 
Life/Feelings chart . 
Teacher completes her own 
Bringing a Character to 
Life/Feelings chart based on 
her/his story characters. 

Teach beginnings 

and add beginning 

to teacher 

Storyboard.  

Adding beginning to 

class Storyboard.  

Students add beginning 

to their Storyboard.  

 

Teach endings and 

add ending to 

teacher Storyboard.  

Adding ending to 

class Storyboard.  

Students add endings 

to their Storyboard.  

 

Student share their 

beginnings 
Student share their  

endings 

Teacher and students 

complete a Bringing a 

Character to Life/Feelings 

chart based their 

characters. 

Students complete a 

Bringing a Character to 

Life/Feelings chart based 

on their characters.  

Student share their  

charts 

Teacher revises her draft 
using information from her/his  
Bringing a Character to 
Life/Feelings chart. 

Teacher and students revise 
their class draft using 
information from their  
Bringing a Character to 
Life/Feelings chart. 

Students revise their draft 
using information from their  
Bringing a Character to 
Life/Feelings chart. 

Student share their  

drafts 

Editing/ 

Publishing 

Editing/ 

Publishing 

Editing/ 

Publishing 

Conferencing  
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A Trickster Tale 

Mentor Text 



W.2.3  

Write narratives in 

which they recount a 

well-elaborated event 

or short sequence of 

events, include details 

to describe actions, 

thoughts and feelings, 

use temporal words to 

signal event order and 

provide a sense of 

closure. 

First 

Event 

Second 

Event 

Third 

Event 

Fourth 

Event 



 

“The Rabbit and the Terrapin” Storyboard 
1. Two main characters and 

Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 
How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 

 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 
Name: 
How does he look? 
How does he act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 

Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 

 



 

“The Rabbit and the Terrapin” Storyboard 
1. Two main characters and 

Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 
How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 

 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 
Name: 
How does he look? 
How does he act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 

Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 

 

Terrapin 

Green with a hard shell, small with 

short legs, and slow 

Annoyed, determined, angry, clever, 

manipulator, leader, sneaky, sly, skillful, 

boastful 

Rabbit 
Long ears, fluffy 

tail, strong hind 

legs, and fast 
Boastful, disrespectful, confident, determined, 

frustrated  

Near a stream on a hilly 

countryside.  

During the morning.  

Lovely, clear, warm, hilly and 

sunny 

Terrapin and Rabbit make a 

bet.  

Terrapin meets with his family 

to plan for the race.   
Terrapin and his family tricked 

the rabbit using white feathers 

on their heads.   

Terrapin tricks the rabbit and 

wins the race.  



Tricks I Like to 

Play On Others 
Tricks the Terrapin 

Played on the Rabbit 
  
 

I Do 



Tricks I Like to 

Play On Others 
Tricks the Terrapin 

Played on the Rabbit 
  
 

Terrapin and his family trick the 

rabbit using white feathers on their 

heads.   

Terrapin tricks the rabbit and wins the 

race.  

I Do 

toy rat 

prank call 

hide keys 



Tricks We Like To Play On Others 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Do 



Tricks We Like To Play On Others 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

toy rat 

whoopee cushion   prank call   

rubber spider 

gummy worm in apple 

We Do 



THINK of tricks you like to play on others.  
 
SHARE with the person next to you. 
 
When you go back to you seat, DRAW them on your 
paper.  Make sure you draw enough for you to remember 
about your favorite things to do. 

Tricks I Like to Play  

You Do 



Tricks I Like to Play On Others 

I Do 



Tricks I Like to Play On Others 

I Do 

toy rat 

prank call 

hide keys 



 

I Do Storyboard 
1. Two main characters and 

Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 

How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 

Name: 
How does she look? 
 
 
How does she act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 

Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 

 



 

I Do Storyboard 
1. Two main characters and 

Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 

How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 

Name: 
How does she look? 
 
 
How does she act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 

Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 

 

Tall,  short brown hair,  brown eyes, and 
wearing a blue dress 

Me  

Excited, sneaky, clever, and humorous 

Carly 

Short, short blonde hair, dark brown eyes, 

wearing a pink shirt and brown pants 

Anxious, hungry, tired, and excited 

At my house in the dining 

room/kitchen 

In the evening around dinner time 

Comfortable, cozy, the smell of 

homemade spaghetti sauce, and 

country style kitchen area 

I buy a toy rat at  

Wal-Mart to play a trick on my 

friend Carly who is terrified of rats.  

I invite Carly over to eat her 

favorite homemade spaghetti and 

meatballs and set the toy rat on 

the kitchen table. 

As Carly gets close to the table 

she sees the toy rat and begins to 

scream running out of the kitchen.  

Carly arrives and I tell her to 

go into the kitchen to begin 

setting up the table.  



Tricks We Like To Play On Others 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Do 



Tricks We Like To Play On Others 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

toy rat 

whoopee cushion   prank call   

rubber spider 

gummy worm in apple 

We Do 



 

We Do Storyboard 

1. Two main characters 

and Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 
How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 

 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 
Name: 
How does he look? 
How does he act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 
Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up 

to the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 

 



Tricks I Like to Play  

You Do 



 

You Do Storyboard 

1. Two main characters 

and Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 
How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 

 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 
Name: 
How does he look? 
How does he act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 
Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up 

to the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 
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Narrative/Expository 

Transitions…… 





 

I Do Storyboard 
1. Two main characters and 

Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 

How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 

Name: 
How does she look? 
 
 
How does she act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 

Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 

 

Transition,  

Transition,  
Transition,  

Transition,  



 

I Do Storyboard 
1. Two main characters and 

Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 

How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 

Name: 
How does she look? 
 
 
How does she act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 

Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 

 

Tall,  short brown hair,  brown eyes, and 
wearing a blue dress 

Me  

Excited, sneaky, clever, and humorous 

Carly 

Short, short blonde hair, dark brown eyes, 

wearing a pink shirt and brown pants 

Anxious, hungry, tired, and excited 

At my house in the dining 

room/kitchen 

In the evening around dinner time 

Comfortable, cozy, the smell of 

homemade spaghetti sauce, and 

country style kitchen area 

I bought a toy rat at  

Wal-Mart to play a trick on my 

friend Carly who is terrified of rats.  

I invite Carly over to eat her favorite 

homemade spaghetti  and meatballs and 

set the toy rat on the kitchen table. 

 

As Carly gets close to the table 

she sees the toy rat and begins to 

scream running out of the kitchen.  

Carly arrives and I tell her to 

go into the kitchen to begin 

setting up the table.  

On Saturday morning,  

Later that afternoon,  
Soon after,  

Then,  



 

We Do Storyboard 
1. Two main characters and 

Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 
How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 

 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 
Name: 
How does he look? 
How does he act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 

Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 

 



 

You Do Storyboard 
1. Two main characters and 

Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 
How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 

 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 
Name: 
How does he look? 
How does he act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 

Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 

 



 

I Do Storyboard 
1. Two main characters and 

Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 

How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 

Name: 
How does she look? 
 
 
How does she act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 

Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 

 



 

I Do Storyboard 
1. Two main characters and 

Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 

How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 

Name: 
How does she look? 
 
 
How does she act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 

Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 

 

Tall,  short brown hair,  brown eyes, and 
wearing a blue dress 

Me  

Excited, sneaky, clever, and humorous 

Carly 

Short, short blonde hair, dark brown eyes, 

wearing a pink shirt and brown pants 

Anxious, hungry, tired, and excited 

At my house in the dining 

room/kitchen 

In the evening around dinner time 

Comfortable, cozy, the smell of 

homemade spaghetti sauce, and 

country style kitchen area 

I bought a toy rat at  

Wal-Mart to play a trick on my 

friend Carly who is terrified of rats.  

I invite Carly over to eat her 

favorite homemade spaghetti and 

meatballs and set the toy rat on 

the kitchen table. 

As Carly gets close to the table 

she sees the toy rat and begins to 

scream running out of the kitchen.  

Carly arrives and I tell her to 

go into the kitchen to begin 

setting up the table.  

On Saturday morning,  

Later that afternoon,  
Soon after,  

Then,  



 

We Do Storyboard 
1. Two main characters and 

Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 
How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 

 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 
Name: 
How does he look? 
How does he act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 

Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 

 



 

You Do Storyboard 
1. Two main characters and 

Descriptions 
Main Character (trickster) 
Name: 
How does the trickster look? 
 
 
How does the trickster act? 

 
 
Other Character (person being 
tricked) 
Name: 
How does he look? 
How does he act? 

 

2. Setting (where and 

when the story takes 

place) 
 

Where does the story take 

place? 

What time? 

 

 

Describe the environment: 

3. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 
Event 1. 

4. Event that leads up to the 

trick played. 
 

Event 2. 

5. Event that leads up to 

the trick played. 

 

Event 3. 
 

6. Ending with trick 

clearly stated 

 



I Do  



On Saturday morning, I bought a toy rat at Wal-Mart to play a 

trick on my friend Carly, who is terrified of rats. 

Later that afternoon, I invited Carly over to eat her favorite 

homemade spaghetti with meatball sauce and I set the toy rat 

on the kitchen table. 

Soon after, Carly arrived at my warm, cozy home. The smell of 

the spaghetti sauce filled my house. Carly’s mouth began to 

water, she was starving. I told her to go into the kitchen to 

begin setting up the kitchen table. 

Then, as Carly got close to the table she saw the toy rat and 

began to scream running out of the kitchen. 

I Do  



Start off with a Bang! 

A good lead can: 

get your attention 

give you the shivers! 

make you wonder what else will 
happen 

make you want to keep reading! 





I Do  

 



 On Saturday morning, I bought a toy rat at Wal-Mart to play a 

trick on my friend Carly, who is terrified of rats. 

Later that afternoon, I invited Carly over to eat her favorite 

homemade spaghetti with meatball and I set the toy rat on the 

kitchen table. 

Soon after, Carly arrived at my warm, cozy home. The smell of the 

spaghetti sauce filled my house. Carly’s mouth began to water, she 

was starving. I told her to go into the kitchen to begin setting up the 

kitchen table. 

Then, as Carly got close to the table she saw the toy rat and began to 

scream running out of the kitchen. 

I Do  
 I had never laughed so much in my life. It was the day I 

played a trick on my best friend Carly. 

An action 



 



I Do  



 On Saturday morning, I bought a toy rat at Wal-Mart to play a 

trick on my friend Carly, who is terrified of rats. 

Later that afternoon, I invited Carly over to eat her favorite 

homemade spaghetti and meatballs and I set the toy rat on the 

kitchen table. 

Soon after, Carly arrived at my warm, cozy home. The smell of the 

spaghetti sauce filled my house. Carly’s mouth began to water, she 

was starving. I told her to go into the kitchen to begin setting up the 

kitchen table. 

Then, as Carly got close to the table she saw the toy rat and began to 

scream running out of the kitchen. 

I Do  
 I had never laughed so much in my life. It was the day I played 

a trick on my best friend Carly. 

 Once Carly realized it was a toy rat, we laughed for a 
long time. We finally sat down and ate a delicious meal 

together. However, I better be on the look out. I will probably be 

the next prank victim. Oh no! 

 



I was ___________  

because____________ 

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________ 

Carly was ___________  

because____________ 

_____________ 



 i 



I Do  

 

 



 On Saturday morning, I bought a toy rat at Wal-Mart to play a trick on 

my friend Carly, who is terrified of rats. 

Later that afternoon, I invited Carly over to eat her favorite homemade 

spaghetti and meatballs and I set the small, dark brown, rubber,  rat on 

the kitchen table.   

Soon after, Carly arrived at my warm, cozy home. The smell of the spaghetti 

sauce filled my house. Carly’s mouth began to water, she was starving. I told 

her to go into the kitchen to begin setting up the kitchen table. 

Then, as Carly got close to the table she saw the toy rat and began to scream 

running out of the kitchen. Carly was hysterical because she thought the rat 

was real. I was ecstatic because my trick worked and Carly was screaming and 

waving her arms. 

 

I Do  
 I had never laughed so much in my life. It was the day I played a trick 

on my best friend Carly. 

 Once Carly realized it was a toy rat, we laughed for a long time. We 

finally sat down and ate a delicious meal together. However, I better be on the 

look out. I will probably be the next prank victim. Oh no! 

 





I                    I                  open              the                 . 

T                   The              door              holder             . 



 



Developmental Stages Of Writing 
Characteristics Instructional Focus Example 

Emergent Writers: 
 understands writing communicates ideas 
  uses pictures to communicate ideas 
  scribbles, letter-like symbols, or random letters 
      adding writing to pictures 
 does not connect letters and sounds 
 pretends to read the text 
 does not understand writing is permanent in 

meaning 

 
 oral language development: vocabulary and 
    storytelling 
  telling stories with pictures and words  
  letter and sounds 

  knowing and using the language of writers 

 

Early Writers: 
 writes more than one detail on a topic 
 chooses topics that are generally related to  
      experience 
 has many concepts about print  e.g. directionality 
 may not understand spaces around words 
 connects letters to sounds 

 has a small repertoire of high-frequency words 

 
 generating several details on a topic 
  readable phonetic spellings representing  
     every sound in a word 
  conventional spelling of high-frequency words 
  concept of “word boundaries” 
  revision by “adding on” 
  should be moved from writing words to 
     sentences to groups of sentences 

 

Developing Writers: 
 writes many details on a topic 
 can write about topic beyond personal experience 
 begins to experiment  with description and word choice 
 uses mostly simple and complex sentences 
 spells many words conventionally or uses phonetic  
    spelling 

 uses punctuation 

 
 organizing information and details 
  planning – beginning, middle, end 
  expanding descriptive language 
  writing with personality and voice 
  spelling patterns and strategies 
  sentence combining 

 

               Pets Are Fun 
My pet is a puppy.  His 
 name is Spot.  He is white  
with brown and black spots.  
 He sleeps on my bed.  .He is 
 little and  soft.  He comes to 
 me when I call him.  Spot. 

Fluent Writers: 
 creates writing that has a flow and sounds fluent 
  writes about imaginative ideas beyond personal 
     experience 
  prewrites using a variety of organizational and  
     planning tools 
  accesses a variety of text forms for different purposes 
  uses descriptive language and complex sentences 
 demonstrates a writer’s voice appropriate to purpose 
    and audience. 
 has age appropriate mastery of conventions 

 
  increasing control of conventions 
  increasing sophistication of vocabulary and  
     sentences 
  precise word choice energized by powerful verbs 
  figurative language 
  variety in text forms, audience, perspective 
  independent revision and editing 
  attention to writer's craft 

 

     Mrs. Stern was the meanest 
teacher in the world.  She never 
let her students go on field trips or 
watch videos. Worst of all,  while 
 the rest of  the school had parties, 
 we sat and worked.  Work, work,  
work! That’s all we ever did.  She  
was also boring and wore the same 
 jet black dress everyday. She was  
worse than a dragon. A dragon is  
probably better. 

 
Adapted from: Marvelous Minilessons for Teaching Beginning Writing, K-3 by Lori Jamison Rog     

International Reading Association 



Primary Writing Rubric 
(for teacher purposes only NOT for the student) 

Grade Low  Medium High 
Common Core State Standards (NGSSS) 

Exemplar  
Samples of Student Writing 

Common Core State Standards 
 

MDCPS: Division of Language Arts/Reading, June 2011   

 
K 

 
Drawing / Scribbling 

 
AND 

 
orally explains 

 the drawing/scribbles  
which  

 
demonstrates 
 the student is 

ON-topic 

 
Emergent Writer Characteristics: 

 
  -Understands  writing  
    communicates  ideas 
  -Uses pictures 
-Scribbles, letter- like symbols, 
  or random letters 
-Does not connect  letters to  
  sounds 
-Pretends to read 
-May randomly copy print from  
  around the room 
 

AND 
 

orally points to letters/symbols to 
pretend to read 

the piece 
 

which 
demonstrates 
 the student is 

 ON-topic 
 

 
W.K.1 Persuasive/ Opinion: (LA.K.4.3.1) 
• Drawing, dictating, and writing 
• State the topic or name the book 
• State an opinion or preference 
 

W.K.2 Informative/Explanatory: (LA.K.4.2.2) 
• Drawing, dictating, and writing  
• Name what they are writing about 
• Some information on the topic 
 

W.K.3 Narrative: (LA.K.4.1.1) 
• Drawing, dictating, and writing 
• Single event or ordered events 
• React to what happened 
 

L.K.2:  Conventions 
• L.K.2a:   Capitalize first word in the sentence 

                       Capitalize the pronoun I (LA.K.3.4.2) 
• L.K.2b:    End punctuation (LA.K.3.4.3) 
• L.K.2c     Write a letter/s for most consonants 

                       Writes a letter for most short vowels 
• L.K.2d    Spells simple words phonetically   

                     (LA.K.3.4.1) 
 

Goal: Early Writer Characteristics 
- More than one details on a topic 
- Chooses topics generally related to experience 
- Understands most print concepts 
- May not understand spaces around words 
- Connects letters to sounds 
- Some high frequency words 

 

 
W.K.1 Persuasive/ Opinion: 

• Contains a title 
• Sequenced picture displaying a beginning, 

middle, & end 
• Names the book 
• States an opinion or preference about the 

favorite part 
 
W.K.2 Informative/Explanatory: 

• Contains a title 
• Creates a context for writing 
• Details about the topic containing specific words 

choice, number words, descriptive details, and a 
comparison 

• Uses linking words 
• Uses transitional words 
• Sense of closure 

 
W.K.3 Narrative: 

• Established a  situation by naming a place 
• Several linked events 
• Events are in chronological order 
• Provides a reaction to what happened 
• Sense of closure 

 



Primary Writing Rubric 
(for teacher purposes only NOT for the student) 

Grade Low  Medium High 
Common Core State Standards (NGSSS) 

Exemplar  
Samples of Student Writing 

Common Core State Standards 
 

 

MDCPS: Division of Language Arts/Reading, June 2011   

Gr. K

Narrative Exemplar 
Informative ExemplarPersuasive Exemplar 



Primary Writing Rubric 
(for teacher purposes only NOT for the student) 

Grade Low  Medium High 
Common Core State Standards (NGSSS) 

Exemplar  
Samples of Student Writing 

Common Core State Standards 
 

MDCPS: Division of Language Arts/Reading, June 2011   

 

 
1 

 
Draws a picture 
 about the topic 

 
AND/OR 

 
Writes 1 sentence 

 
which 

demonstrates 
 the student is 

 ON-topic 
 

 
Draws a picture about the topic 

 
AND/OR 

 
Writes 2 or more sentences 

 
 BUT 

 
 not a complete thought 

 or 
 paragraph 

 
 which 

demonstrates 
 the student is 

 ON-topic 
 

W.1.1 Persuasive/ Opinion: (LA.1.4.3.1) 
• Introduce topic or name the book 
• State an opinion 
• Write a reason for the opinion 
• Sense of closure 
 

W.1.2 Informative/Explanatory: (LA.1.4.2.2) 
• Name a topic 
• State facts about the topic 
• Sense of closure 
 

W.1.3 Narrative: (LA.1.4.1.1) 
• Two or more sequenced events 
• Some details about what happened 
• Temporal words to signal event order 
• Sense of closure 

 
L.1.2:   Conventions: 
• L.1.2a:  Capitalize: (LA.K.3.4.2) 
                 Dates 

                     Names of people 
• L.1.2b:  End punctuation (LA.1.3.4.6) 
• L.1.2c   Commas: (LA.1.3.4.3) 
                 Dates 

                     To separate single words in a series 
• L.1.2d   Conventional spelling: (LA.1.3.4.1) 

                   Common patterns 
 Irregularly spelled words 

• L.1.2e   Spell untaught words phonetically 
 

Goal: Developmental  Writer Characteristics 
- Writes many details on a topic 
- Can write beyond personal experience 
- Experiments with description & word choice 
- Uses mostly simple and complex sentences 
- Some convention spelling or inventive 
- Uses punctuation 

 
W.1.1 Persuasive/ Opinion: 

• None provided by CCSS. 
 
W.1.2 Informative/Explanatory: 

• Contains a title 
• Names the topic 
• Supplies many facts about the topic 
• Sense of closure 
• Beginning of sentence capitalized 
• Variety of ending punctuation 
• Capitalizes proper nouns 
• Labeled diagrams 
• Pictures containing labeled maps 
• Descriptive and sensory details 
• Specific word choice 

 
W.1.3 Narrative: 

• Contains a title 
• Established the situation with the opening 

sentence 
• Two or more sequenced events 
• Includes some details regarding what happened 
• Contains feelings & indirect dialogue 
• Descriptive and sensory word choice 
• Uses a comparison 
• Temporal words to signal event order 
• Sense of closure 
• Understands various uses of capital letters 
• Some punctuation 

 



Primary Writing Rubric 
(for teacher purposes only NOT for the student) 

Grade Low  Medium High 
Common Core State Standards (NGSSS) 

Exemplar  
Samples of Student Writing 

Common Core State Standards 
 

 

MDCPS: Division of Language Arts/Reading, June 2011   

Gr. 1

Narrative ExemplarInformative Exemplar



Primary Writing Rubric 
(for teacher purposes only NOT for the student) 

Grade Low  Medium High 
Common Core State Standards (NGSSS) 

Exemplar  
Samples of Student Writing 

Common Core State Standards 
 

MDCPS: Division of Language Arts/Reading, June 2011   

 

 

2 
 

Writes on topic 
 

with 
NO support 

 
(less than 1 paragraph/  

 
not a complete thought  

 
about 

 
 the topic/main idea) 

 
Writes on topic 

 
 WITH 

 
 a main idea 

 
AND 

 
few details 

 
 AND/OR 

 
 little support 

 
(1 paragraph  

 
containing a complete thought 

 
 focused on 

 the 
 main idea) 

W.2.1 Persuasive/ Opinion: (LA.2.4.3.1) 
• Introduce topic or book 
• State an opinion 
• Write reasons to support the opinion 
• Use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) 
• Concluding statement or section 

W.2.2 Informative/Explanatory: (LA.2.4.2.2) 
• Introduce the topic 
• State facts to develop points 
• State definitions to develop points 
• Concluding statement or section 

W.2.3 Narrative: (LA.2.4.1.1) 
• WELL elaborated event or sequence of events 
• Details to describe actions, thoughts, & feelings 
• Temporal words to signal event order 
• Sense of closure 

L.2.2:     Conventions 
• L.2.2:    Demonstrate command of the conventions of 

standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling, when writing. (LA.2.3.4.6 & below) 

• L.2.2a:  Capitalize holidays (LA.2.3.4.2) 
                     Capitalize product names 
                     Capitalize geographic names 
• L.2.2b:   Commas in greetings &  

                    closings of letters (LA.2.3.4.3) 
• L.2.2c    Apostrophes for contractions (LA.2.3.4.3) 

  Apostrophes for frequently occurring    
  possessives 

• L.2.2d    Generalize learned spelling patterns for new 
Words (LA.2.3.4.1) 

Goal: Fluent Writer Characteristics 
- Writing that flows and sounds fluent 
- May write about imaginative ideas beyond personal  
   experience 
- Prewrites with a variety of organizational tools 
- Can write for a variety of purposes and text formats 
- Uses descriptive and complex sentences 
- Demonstrates a writer’s voice appropriate for purpose & 
   audience 
- Age appropriate mastery of conventions 

W.2.1 Persuasive/ Opinion: 
• Contains a title 
• Introduces title with a statement straight from 

the book 
• States an opinion about the book 
• Supplies a well elaborated and extended 

reason 
• Uses linking words to connect opinion to reason 
• Uses transitional words 
• Concluding statement 
• Understands titles are capitalized 
• Capitalizes pronouns & beginning of sentences 
• Underlines title of book 
• Mostly conventional spelling 
• End punctuation 
• Some commas and apostrophes 
 

W.2.2 Informative/Explanatory: 
• None provided by CCSS. 
 

W.2.3 Narrative: 
• Establishes setting with time and place 
• Setting prepares for what is coming next 
• Events sequenced in chronological order 
• Events are well extended & elaborated 
• Temporal words utilized to signal order 
• Variety of details to describe actions, thoughts, & 

feelings 
• Utilized specific word choice & number words 
• Sense of closure 
• Beginning of sentence capitalization 
• End of sentence punctuation 
• Sentence variety to end sentences 
• Variety of sentence lengths 
• Pronoun I consistently capitalized 
• Almost perfect spelling 
• Uses commas and apostrophes 
• Uses linking words to connect short sentences 
• Uses transitional words 



Primary Writing Rubric 
(for teacher purposes only NOT for the student) 

Grade Low  Medium High Exemplar  
Common Core State Standards (NGSSS) Samples of Student Writing 

Common Core State Standards 
 

 

1 

MDCPS: Division of Language Arts/Reading, June 2011   

My first tooth is gone 
 

I recall one winter night I was four. My sister and I were running 
down the hall and something happened. It was my sister and I had  
run right into each other. Boy! did we cry. But not only did I cry, 
my tooth was bleeding. Then it felt funny. Then plop! There it was 
lying in my hand. So that night I put it under my pillow and in the 
morning I found something. It was not my tooth it was two dollars. 
So I ran down the hall, like I wasen’t supposed to, and showed my 
mom and dad. They were surprised because when they lost teeth 

Gr. 2 

Narrative Exemplar

Persuasive Exemplar



 



Focus 

 
Is my writing on topic? 

   Organization 
       Does my writing have … 
 

• A beginning? 
 

• A middle? 
 

• An end? 

Support 
               Do I add MORE

   Conventions 
 about 

                my topic? 
 
• Facts/Details 
• Use your senses 
• WOW words 
• Examples 
• Reasons 

 

                     Have I checked my… 
 

• Punctuation? 
• Spelling? 
• Capital letters? 
• Different kinds 

                            of sentences? 

D. Pearce, 2007 
Revised 2009 

cat atc 

a 

Does it 
flow? 

A 



 



 



The Trickster Tricked 

A Native American Legend  

(Creek/Muscogee Tribe)  

retold by  

S. E. Schlosser 

 
Rabbit and Terrapin met near the stream one morning. It was a lovely clear day, and they both basked in 

the warm sunshine and swapped some stories. Rabbit started boasting that he was the fastest runner in the 

world. Terrapin wasn't having any of that! No sir!  

 

"I bet I can beat you in a race," Terrapin said to Rabbit. Rabbit laughed and laughed at the idea.  

"You crawl so slow you hardly look like you are moving," Rabbit said. "You'll never beat me!"  

Terrapin was mad now. "I will win the race. You meet me tomorrow morning right here," said he. "I will 

wear a white feather on my head so you can see me in the tall grass. We will run over four hills and the first 

one to reach the stake at the top of the fourth hill will be the winner."  

Rabbit laughed again and said: "That will be me! I will see you tomorrow for the race!" Then Rabbit 

hopped off, still chuckling to himself.  

 

Terrapin was in a bind now. He knew he could not run faster than Rabbit. But he had an idea. He gathered 

all of his family and told them that their honor was at stake. When they heard about the race, the other 

turtles agreed to help him.  

 

Terrapin gave each of his family members a white feather, and placed them at various stages along the 

route of the race. The first was at the top of the first hill, the second in the valley, the third at the top of the 

second hill, and so on. Then Terrapin placed himself at the top of the fourth hill next to the winner's stake.  

 

The next morning, Rabbit came down to the stream and found Terrapin with his white feather waiting at the 

starting line. "Ready, set, go!" said the Rabbit and he ran up and up the first hill. The Terrapin with the 

white feather started crawling along behind him. As soon as Rabbit was out of sight, he disappeared into 

the bushes.  

 

As Rabbit reached the top of the first hill, he saw ahead of him Terrapin with his white feather crawling as 

fast as it could go down into the valley. Rabbit was amazed. He put on a burst of speed and passed the 

Terrapin with the white feather. As soon as Rabbit had his back turned, the second Terrapin took off the 

white feather and crawled into the bushes, chuckling to himself.  

 

When Rabbit reached the valley floor, there was Terrapin ahead of him again, crawling up the second hill 

with his white feather. Rabbit ran and ran, leaving Terrapin far behind him. But every time he reached a 

hilltop or a valley, there was Terrapin again with his white feather, crawling along as fast as he could go!  

Rabbit was gasping for breath when he reached the bottom of the third valley. He had passed Terrapin yet 

again at the top of the third hill, but here was that rascally turtle appearing on the racetrack ahead of him, 

crawling as fast as he could go up the slope of the fourth hill.  

 

Rabbit was determined to win the race, so he plucked up the last few ounces of his strength and sprinted up 

the hill, passing the Terrapin with the white feather. He was nearly there! Rabbit rounded the last corner 

and braked to a halt in astonishment. Sitting by the stake, waving his white feather proudly was Terrapin. 

He had won the race!  

  

 



PRIMARY TRANSITIONAL DEVICES CHART 

 

Time and 

Sequence 

Place Reasons Examples Compare 

and 

Contrast 

Conclusion 

first, 

second, 

again, 

later, once, 

when, next, 

then, earlier, 

suddenly, 

meanwhile, 

last, finally, 

before, still, 

afterward, 

soon, 

immediately, 

too, yesterday, 

now, tomorrow, 

and then, in the 

meantime, as 

soon as, as 

long as, after 

awhile, at that 

time, in the 

past, at last 

above, below, 

among, nearby, 

next to, 

opposite, 

beneath, 

beside, beyond, 

elsewhere, far, 

here, near, 

nearby, there, 

in front of, 

adjacent to, 

closer to, 

further on, to 

the right/left, 

opposite to 

 

since, so, if, of, 

then, because, 

therefore, 

consequently, 

as a result, for 

this purpose, to 

that end, to this 

end 

 

 even, for     

example, for  

instance, to 

illustrate, after 

all, in fact, such  

as 

 

like, although, 

but, also, 

otherwise, 

however, 

unlike, again, 

despite, 

instead, in the 

same way, on 

the other hand, 

once more, 

even though, on 

the contrary 

 

therefore, as a 

result, in any 

event, on the 

whole, in 

summary, as I 

have said, in 

other words, as 

we have seen, 

in conclusion, 

as mentioned 

earlier 

 

 

http://www.yourdictionary.com/consequently
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5 Ways to Begin My Writing 
 

  
 

Begin with… Visual: Example: 

A question 

 

Why did I ever try to 

catch a skunk? I will 

never know. 

A quotation 

 

“What on earth is that 

terrible stink?” my 

sister gagged. 

An action 

 

I had never run so 

fast in my life.  

Unfortunately, it 

wasn’t fast enough.  

Describe the setting 

(use senses) 

 

In the tall grass of my 

backyard, behind my 

mom’s palm tree, I 

heard a sound and took 

a whiff.  

With background 

information 

 

As long as life has 

existed skunks have 

always been known to 

be trouble.  

 



Ways to END My Writing    
End with… Visual: Example: 

The most important 

thing 

 

The most important thing 

about having a hamster is 

that it will make the 

whole class behave 

better. 

The thing I remember 

most 

 

The thing I will never 

forget is that it is so easy 

to take care of a 

hamster, anyone can do it! 

Something I learned 

 

Having a hamster is 

easier and more exciting 

than taking care of a 

boring gold fish!  

What happened last 

 

Monday morning I walked 

into my classroom with an 

empty fish bowl. I was 

trying to tell everybody 

what happened. Then 

knock, knock! Mikey went 

to the door and there was 

my mom with a new fish.  

Everybody cheered!  
 
MDCPS – Division of Language Arts/Reading, December 2010 
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Detailed attributes determine word choice and are based on 
the emotional value of words… 

 

Detailed Attributes  
 

Attribute Sample Comparative 
Size 9 by 12 in. as big as… 

Color pale pink reddish 

Shape oval tubular 

Movement gliding faster, more 
frenzied 

Texture rough slickest 

Number nine more than…  

Composition wooden --- 

Smell putrid like smoke 

Taste salty like chips 

Habitat underground --- 

Temperature below zero hotter than… 

Weight ten pounds as heavy as… 

Age five years old older than 
Methuselah… 

 



  Editing Chart 
 

1st Letter 1st Three Words Ending 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     
 



Sample Character Traits 
able 
active 
adventurous 
affectionate 
afraid 
alert 
ambitious 
angry 
annoyed 
anxious 
apologetic 
arrogant 
attentive 
average 
bad 
blue 
bold 
bored 
bossy 
brainy 
brave 
bright 
brilliant 
busy 
calm 
careful 
careless 
cautious 
charming 
cheerful 
childish 
clever 
clumsy 
coarse 
concerned 
confident 
confused 
considerate 
cooperative 
courageous 
cowardly 
cross 
cruel 
curious 
dangerous 
daring 
dark 
decisive 

demanding 
dependable 
depressed 
determined 
discouraged 
dishonest 
disrespectful 
doubtful 
dull 
dutiful 
eager 
easygoing 
efficient 
embarrassed 
encouraging 
energetic 
evil 
excited 
expert 
fair 
faithful 
fearless 
fierce 
foolish 
fortunate 
foul 
fresh 
friendly 
frustrated 
funny 
gentle 
giving 
glamorous 
gloomy  
good 
graceful 
grateful 
greedy 
grouchy 
grumpy 
guilty 
happy 
harsh 
hateful 
healthy 
helpful 
honest 
hopeful 

hopeless 
humorous 
ignorant 
imaginative 
impatient 
impolite 
inconsiderate 
independent 
industrious 
innocent 
intelligent 
jealous 
kindly 
lazy 
leader 
lively 
lonely 
loving 
loyal 
lucky 
mature 
mean 
messy 
miserable  
mysterious 
naughty 
nervous 
nice 
noisy 
obedient 
obnoxious 
old 
peaceful 
picky 
pleasant 
polite 
poor 
popular 
positive 
precise 
proper 
proud 
quick 
quiet 
rational 
reliable 
religious 
responsible 

restless 
rich 
rough 
rowdy 
rude 
sad 
safe 
satisfied 
scared 
secretive 
selfish 
serious 
sharp 
short 
shy 
silly 
skillful 
sly 
smart 
sneaky 
sorry 
spoiled 
stingy 
strange 
strict 
stubborn 
sweet 
talented 
tall 
thankful 
thoughtful 
thoughtless 
tired 
tolerant 
touchy 
trusting 
trustworthy 
unfriendly 
unhappy 
upset 
useful 
warm 
weak 
wicked 
wise 
worried 
wrong 
young 

 



Compliments 

Some Positive Things to Do or Say 

• Your reader will like the way you have… 

• Your reader can picture… 

• This piece is easy for me to read. 

• How did you learn that? 

• I do the same thing… 

• Tell me again what happened.  Did you put it 
down that way? 

 

• What else do you want your reader to know? 
 
• How did you select the topic? 



• I see you have included some words from the 
word walls. 

 

• I see you used… 



You are it! Writing T A G 
 

 T = Tell 

I like the way 
 you started 
 your story. 

 I like the way you… 

 I heard you say… 

  A = Ask a Question 
 What did you mean when you said… 

 What happened before…or after… 

     G = Give a Suggestion 
 Maybe you can use a better word for… 

 Tell me more about … 
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